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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR - A CALL TO LIFE OF HOLINESS.
God is good! All the time! All the time, God is good.
Dear friends in Christ, last Sunday, the good news emphasized that God created man, place
man can freely choose to listen, obey, and follow the Lord's commandments or do otherwise.
and enviable life of holiness when used in the right direction to fulfill God's statutes. To t
children, are persuaded to exercise and use the freedom God gave us in the right direction b
keeping and fulfilling God's commandments. Also, we are to remember that freedom is not a li
do whatever we want.

Today, the last Sunday before the season of lent, the liturgy of the word focuses on true holiness
from the book of Leviticus, the Lord who spoke through Moses calls on humankind to imitate, |
way: ""Be holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am holy." This mission is an enormous challenge; the
confronted with every sincerity if we hope to live a life that is pleasing to God. In the passage, he
should do and what we should not do. We should live a life devoid of hatred, resentment, and ve
virtues such as sincere love for all, irrespective of the vicissitudes of life. ""You shall love your neig
am the Lord." God created man in his image and likeness; therefore, it is a significant departure fra
we claim to love God and hate our neighbor (God's image).

The psalmist calls us to praise God for his actions on our behalf. In the refrain, we claim God's king
God is full of mercy and compassion because he pardons all our iniquities and heals all our ills. A
among other things, he redeems our life from destruction and never deals with us according to our sin
St. Paul reminds us in the second reading that the Spirit of God dwells in us because our body is the
Since the body is God's temple, we should not destroy God's precious temple. Any attempt to destroy ¢
the temple attracts God's wrath: "If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy that person; fo
God which you are is holy." In a broader sense, Paul reminds the Corinthians that God dwells in their
in the temple of Jerusalem. They are the temple, not as individuals, but as a community. Anyone wha
unity of the community is destroying God's very dwelling. So, he reminded the people that they belon
Apollos, Cephas, or any other eloquent preacher but solely to God.

The gospel continues with the sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:38-48). Again, many of what we should
the words of Christ and attain true holiness are contained in the ten verses of today's gospel. The passage
Jesus telling his disciples what, though they have heard, they shouldn't practice because that's from tf
unholiness, ""An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” Against this background, the voice of God, t
holiness, echoes: "But | say to you ... let love be your watchword, be just in your dealing with others, d¢
pleasure in revenge, be present to people, especially those who are broken and discouraged, never turn your
poor person, help in any way you can: "Give to the one who asks of you, and do not turn your back on the
wants to borrow."

Furthermore, the voice of holiness continues, ""But | say to you.... Do not love only your neighbor and ha
enemy but also love your enemies and pray for them that persecute you." Holiness does not consist of and ¢
found in loving those who love us and being friendly to those who are nice to us. It is more than that; the
need to make the extra effort and go the extra mile to be on the Lord's team. We should work hard
things that are not required to gain our position in Jesus' team. The selected group of Christ’s followerg
love as her motto, and her banner should bear love.

Undeniably, what the voice of holiness outlined in the Sermon on the Mount wants us to do are cha
ne can accomplish any of these things, if not by the grace of God. We need to have Christ in o
ourney of faith; doing it alone is complex, dry, cumbersome, uninteresting, and inspiring. But w,
nowing he is with us is inspiring and fulfilling, pushing us to do more. Let us keep asking him
do all that is embedded in the 'l say to you...." enshrined on the beautiful and evergreen Sep
oliness is not for only a select few; it is a gift to all who follow Christ in honesty and truth.
hers, is a commitment to living a righteous and just life. This means living in such a wa
rm others but seeks to love and serve them. It also means living in a way that is hones

t would bring harm or discredit to the name of Christ. Continued on page 7



This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events

Sunday, 2/19/2023
8:00am Mass: +Ed Tyler (Janelle Wakefield)
10:30am Mass: All Parishioners

Monday, 2/20/2023
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Mary Belecz Setera

Tuesday, 2/21/2023
6:30pm Mass: +Marilyn & Bud Greeno
(Becky & Larry Wooten)

7:00pm: RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 2/22/2023 Ash Wednesday
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Charlie & Rita Duffy

(Pattyn Family)

7:00pm Mass: +Jackie Smith
(Larry & Nancy Carnahan)

Thursday, 2/23/2023
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Tadeusz Kozek
(Anna & Jacek Wiktorowicz)

7:00pm: Faith Sharing via Zoom

Eucharistic
Ac%on
Friday, 2/24/2023

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Louis Planton Family
(David & Rosalie Swanson)

8:30am-10:00pm:
Eucharistic Adoration

Saturday, 2/25/2023
4:00-5:00pm: Reconciliation/Church
5:30pm Mass: +Ann Wuester

(Jerry & Rosalee Welle)

Sunday, 2/26/2023

Travel with Fr. Paschal Ezurike, on our
and England August 11-August 21, 2023
Airfare and ALL-Included, except lunches
To register, please contact (855) 842-8001
WwWw.proximotravel.com.

JPIl Young Adult Crew Lenten
The JPIl Young Adult Crew will be doing a book s
to pray and reflect on our material for each wee
following 5:30pm Mass every Saturday night acco
starting Feb. 25th. See bulletin board.

Fasting and Abstinence Regulations - All C
age and older must abstain from meat on the
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. All Catho
ages of 18 and 59, are to fast on Ash Wedne
Friday. To fast means to eat one full meal; the
that day should be less than the normal amount
already at a minimum for good health. Eating be
not permitted; however, liquids including coffee,

juices are allowed.
Fi‘ii . FORTY CANS FOR LENT begins on Ash We
donate one can of food or food item for ev
Your generous donation of canned goods, cereal, pasta
nonperishable food items will help fight hunger in our co
Please leave your food donations at the collection sites in
Parish Hall. You can also drop off donations of cash or/che
payable to St. PHILIP BENIZI, note Helping Hands) in the co
basket or at the Parish Office. Thank You for your support.

Feb. 19" No RE classes
Feb. 2274; Ash Wednesday-Mass at 8am & 7pm. Collec
Central and Eastern Europe Church www.usccb.org/ccee
Feb. 24'h: Soup Supper 6pm/Hall & Stations of the Cros
Hosted by DIMWITS

Finance Corner

Registered WEEK OF 2/12/2023
Household Actual
222

Budget

8:00am Mass: All Parishioners Donors $4,162 $5,225
10:30am Mass: +Edelmira Ayala 58 (online: $1,520)
(Karla Vazques) Fiscal Year $157,024 $157,999
Next Weeks Assignments

Ushers Lector/Commentator  Extraordinary
2/22~8:00am: Paul Lowry Heather Hannam Marina Logue
2/22~7:00pm: Pat Keavney John Buxman Kristine Bible
2/25~5:30am: Tom Muldoon Heather Hannam Becky Wooten
2/26~8:00am: Paul Lowry Kristine Bible Claudia Evers

2/26~10:30am: Larry Carnahan

February Church Cleaners: Carolyn Brown (503-799- 4201)
February Altar Linens: Elaine Buxman (503-655-7208)

& 2/26 9:00am: Team ML
P 11:30am:

Nancy Carnahan

Marina Logue
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u " ' ' v Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 / 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 / Matthew 5:38-48

-
i Wy % m 5
' t* your enemies, afd pray for those
who persé€ute ‘ou...for Godimakes his
- . sun rise on the'dad and the good.’

» p ' MATTHEW 5:44-45A

Like a Sponge
FR.JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

o turn the other cheek, to go the extra mile, to love one’s enemy, all of that is to absorb and thus stop the

T evil that can saturate life. When we do that, then evil ends with us, lest it keep escalating like a tsunami

that overwhelms life.

Is anyone really willing to absorb the evils of life? Many are. Parents do who walk the floor at night with a crying
infant or care for a child sick with a cold and then find themselves suffering the same illness. They absorb the evil
in order to bring some comfort and so ease the child’s pain. Someone does as well who listens endlessly to a lonely
person on the phone or over a cup of coffee. They absorb the loneliness even as it tests their own patience. Those
who protest injustice by participating in nonviolent demonstrations and then find themselves mistreated or even dealt
with violently, they absorb the hate of others.

“Be holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am holy” (Leviticus 19:2), says the Lord to Moses. Absorbing the evils of life is a
different sort of holiness, different than saying more prayers or giving up enjoyments during Lent. Part of our tradition
is to do penance during the season of Lent. Perhaps this year a penance might be to become conscious of each day’s
opportunities to simply absorb someone’s suffering, another’s pain, a bit of the evil that so often ricochets through our
days, always doing so in the image of Jesus. ®

Reflect
C When have you ever suffered as you absorbed someone else’s pain? )

© 2023 LIGUORI PUBLICATIONS * LIGUORI, MO 63057-9999 * IMAGE: PROSTOCK-STUDIO / SHUTTERSTOCK




Dear Padre,

I am wondering why Ash Wednesday is sometimes
in February and sometimes in March. Who decides
when Lent begins, and why is it always different?

The beginning of Lent is determined by the date of Easter,
which is a movable feast, unlike Christmas, which is always
on December 25. Easter falls on the first Sunday following the
first full moon of spring. The first Sunday of Lent is six weeks
before, and the Wednesday before the first Sunday of Lent is
Ash Wednesday.

This subject has caused division in the Church since the
second century, because the Eastern Church and the Western
Church had different calendars. So, the calculations of the first full moon of spring differed and therefore the date
of Easter and Ash Wednesday were different. Sometimes on a calendar you will see both Easter and Orthodox Easter
listed on different Sundays. It is hard for most of us to appreciate why the differences between East and West are so
important. Remember the prayer of Jesus, that we all may be one. We can honor our Lord’s desire for unity and pray
during this Lent for the unity of Christians everywhere. ®

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
February 20 February 21 February 22 February 23 February 24 February 25 February 26
Weekday Weekday Ash Wednesday  St. Polycarp, Friday after Ash  Saturday after First Sunday
Sir 1:1-10 Sir 2:1-11 J12:12-18 Bishop and Wednesday Ash Wednesday  of Lent
Mk 9:14-29 Mk 9:30-37 2 Cor 5:20-6:2  Martyr Is 58:1-9a Is 58:9b-14 Gn 2:7-9, 3:1-7
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 Dt 30:15-20 Mt 9:14-15 Lk 5:27-32 Rom 5:12-19 or
Lk 9:22-25 Rom 5:12,17-19
Mt 4:1-11

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

If we want to call ourselves Christians, this is
the only way; there is no other. Having been
loved by God, we are called to love in return;
having been forgiven, we are called to forgive;
having been touched by love, we are called to
love without waiting for others to love first....

RICCARDO DE LUCA - UPDATE / SHUTTERSTOCK

HOMILY IN BARI (ITALY), FEBRUARY 23, 2020

[] ® © 2023 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur:“In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish was granted on April 28, 2022, by the
L1 Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in
guorl this work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used
PUBLICATIONS  in any form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991,
A Redemptorist Ministry 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. AlL Rights Reserved. To download our latest catalog, visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521.
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FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

ON KEEPING THE LORD’S DAY HOLY

3. The fundamental importance of Sunday has been recognized through two thousand ye
emphatically restated by the Second Vatican Council: “Every seven days, the Church celebra
This is a tradition going back to the Apostles, taking its origin from the actual day of Christ
thus appropriately designated ‘the Lord’s Day’.” 5 Paul VI emphasized this importance once m
the new General Roman Calendar and the Universal Norms which regulate the ordering of the
coming of the Third Millennium, which calls believers to reflect upon the course of history in t
invites them to rediscover with new intensity the meaning of Sunday: its “mystery”, its celebratio
Christian and human life.

| note with pleasure that in the years since the Council this important theme has prompted not only
by you, dear Brother Bishops, as teachers of the faith, but also different pastoral strategies which
your clergy—you have developed either individually or jointly. On the threshold of the Great Jubile
it has been my wish to offer you this Apostolic Letter in order to support your pastoral efforts in thi
the same time | wish to turn to all of you, Christ’s faithful, as though I were spiritually present in al
in which you gather with your Pastors each Sunday to celebrate the Eucharist and “the Lord’s D4
insights and intuitions which prompt this Apostolic Letter have grown from my episcopal service
since the time when | assumed the ministry of Bishop of Rome and Successor of Peter, in the visi
parishes which | have made regularly on the Sundays of the different seasons of the Liturgical Year. I s
continuing the lively exchange which | am always happy to have with the faithful, as | reflect
meaning of Sunday and underline the reasons for living Sunday as truly “the Lord’s Day”, also i
circumstances of our own times.

4. Until quite recently, it was easier in traditionally Christian countries to keep Sunday holy because it
universal practice and because, even in the organization of civil society, Sunday rest was considered a fixe
work schedule. Today, however, even in those countries which give legal sanction to the festive characte
changes in socioeconomic conditions have often led to profound modifications of social behavior and
character of Sunday. The custom of the “weekend” has become more widespread, a weekly period of re
perhaps far from home and often involving participation in cultural, political or sporting activities which
held on free days. This social and cultural phenomenon is by no means without its positive aspects if, while
true values, it can contribute to people’s development and to the advancement of the life of society as a wh
this responds not only to the need for rest, but also to the need for celebration which is inherent in our
Unfortunately, when Sunday loses its fundamental meaning and becomes merely part of a “weekend”, it ca
that people stay locked within a horizon so limited that they can no longer see “the heavens”. 7 Hence, thou
to celebrate, they are really incapable of doing so.

The disciples of Christ, however, are asked to avoid any confusion between the celebration of Sunday, whic
truly be a way of keeping the Lord’s Day holy, and the “weekend”, understood as a time of simple rest and
This will require a genuine spiritual maturity, which will enable Christians to “be what they are”, in full
with the gift of faith, always ready to give an account of the hope which is in them (cf. 1 Pt 3:15). In
will be led to a deeper understanding of Sunday, with the result that, even in difficult situations, they
live it in complete docility to the Holy Spirit.

(POPE ST. JOHN PAUL 11, Apostolic letter on Dies Domini, July 30, 1998).

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement
St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: ta
who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,
community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another to beco
to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men tg
knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).



Know your Catechism

Jesus' temptations

The Gospels speak of a time of solitude for Jesus in the desert immediately after his
Driven by the Spirit into the desert, Jesus remains there for forty days without eating
wild beasts, and angels minister to him. At the end of this time Satan tempts him thre
compromise his filial attitude toward God. Jesus rebuffs these attacks, which recapitu
of Adam in Paradise and of Israel in the desert, and the devil leaves him "until an opp
CCC 538

The evangelists indicate the salvific meaning of this mysterious event: Jesus is the new
remained faithful just where the first Adam had given in to temptation. Jesus fulfils Isra
perfectly: in contrast to those who had once provoked God during forty years in the dese
himself as God's Servant, totally obedient to the divine will. In this, Jesus is the devil's ¢
"binds the strong man" to take back his plunder. Jesus' victory over the tempter in the des
victory at the Passion, the supreme act of obedience of his filial love for the Father. CCC

Jesus' temptation reveals the way in which the Son of God is Messiah, contrary to the way
proposes to him and the way men wish to attribute to him. This is why Christ vanquished t
us: "For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but on
every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sinning." By the solemn forty days of L
Church unites herself each year to the mystery of Jesus in the desert. CCC 540

Continued from Page 2

At the end of the passage, Jesus tells us to be perfect, just as our heavenly Father is perfect. Here
calling us to be without any defect as humans. It is impossible due to our human weakness and sin.
called to perfection in striving each day to be all God has called us to be — to love without limit, be
beyond measure, and show mercy to those in need. Therefore, let us rededicate ourselves to a life of
Let us strive to live in such a way that we reflect God's holiness and bring honor and glory to His nam
embrace the call to holiness that has been given to us, and let us work to become the holy people of
were created to be.
May we continue to strive for true holiness by boldly having love as our motto. God loves us; let us reci
by loving him and our neighbor as we love ourselves. A life of holiness remains a mirage without Ch
love. God's blessings and protection as you journey towards holiness. Amen.
Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blesgings,
Vour gservant in Chrigt,
Fr. Pagchal €zurife

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

"Amid life's challenges, the voice of holiness calls us to a life of charity
however, the pursuit of holiness remains a mirage and unattainable witho
---- Fr. Paschal Ezurike.
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RADIO

Fall Sharathon:
Give now through the Hail Mary

Media app, at rDeiRadio.com,
or call 1-888-823-5286

October 10-74, 2022

PRAY FROM THE HEART

[REDLAND

DR. RAINI Sl ITZE, D.D.S.

18221'S. Redland Rd. 503-631-2353
Oregon City, OR 97045 www.rediandfamilydental.com

QREDLAND-CONSTRUCT ION.com
Local Contractor

Outbuildings %

Home Remodels
Decks and more...
CCB# 225341

Local References

(503) 908-3267

| Council 2325 |

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325,
Oregon City

Catholic Men Serving Our Church
and Communities. For More
information about us, please
contact: David Beaty (503) 632-
3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367
or go to: kofc.org/joinus

Featured Listing!

Oregon City - Updated Ranch
on Spacious Lot + RV Parking.
Offered at $595.000!

Serving the St. Philip Benizi
Community for over

Larry & Nancy Carnahan

Principal Brokers | Licensed in Oregon

Call or email us today with all of your
real estate needs:

(503) 804-6029

Nancy(@ VenturesRealtyGroup.com

31 years!

|
|

Excellence in earlj d\ddkood educaiwu
Dall Preschod

DENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATES

Family Dentistry

Marc E Bianco, DMD

Clear Creek

Communications

YOUR LOCAL CHOICE
FOR QUALITY
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
SERVICES

(503)631-2101
www.ccmitc.com

18238 S. Fischers MIill Road, Oregon Qity; OR 97045-96965

M5

88.3 FM

1133 SE 122nd Ave. ¢ Portland, OR 97233
(503) 252-1722 ¢ www.biancodentistry.com

Space Available
Advertise here!
Call 503-631-2882

Space Available
Advertise here!
Call 503-631-2882

www.philipbenizi.formed.org
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