
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
March 6, 2022

First Sunday of Lent

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

Stations of the Cross: 7pm every Friday during Lent 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please 

call the parish office.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance 

of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882
FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org 

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Job open.  Call the office to 

apply.

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, the liturgy of the word last Sunday, among other things, invited us to chew our words before

speaking and, at the same time, to be, careful listeners so as to guide against passing unjustified judgment on others. In

addition, the gospel sent an invitation from Jesus Christ to us: to see and recognize our blind spots, and aggressively

devote time to tackling these faults before instructing or talking ill of our neighbors. The Son of God posited this

challenging question, "Why do you notice the splinter in your brother's eye but do not perceive the wooden beam in

your own? How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me remove that splinter in your eye,' when you do not even

notice the wooden beam in your own eye? Often, it is disappointing to see those who cannot deal with the distressing

issues in their lives, struggling helplessly to fix that of others. They quickly condemn and talk ill of others when they are

guilty of the same fault or even a bigger one. They are blindfolded to their shortcomings, giving themselves a pass mark

in each of their actions; therefore, becoming wise in their own estimation.

We gather on this first Sunday of Lent in the presence of the source of life and light to receive guidance and

illumination; to be strengthened to enter the desert energetically and devoutly with the Savior and walk the paths of

mortification and intense prayer this gracious season of lent. We have come to feast on the riches of God's house, to

drink from the stream of his delight. We gather in our shortcomings to pray to God for the strength to keep loving as

he instructed us, and to do justice for upright hearts. Above all, to ask that the foot of the proud should not crush us

nor the hand of the wicked cast us out.

Providentially, last week's reading initiated us to this season by daringly drawing us and urging us to beam the

cleansing searchlight on our blind spots. The season of Lent is a crucial period to examine our lives and courageously

put things in order. Indeed, we cannot accomplish this enormous task on our own; therefore, we are open to Christ's

directives to help us succeed. To defeat and humiliate the evil one, we must entirely submit and learn from the Son of

man because he confronted and overwhelmingly embarrassed the devil in the desert. The desert is not a place of fun. It

is supposed to be a place of solitude sparking the desire for intense prayer, and it could also be a place of distraction.

The desert is a vast, dry uninhabitable land full of danger. It is known for its scorching heat by day, extreme cold at

night, danger from wild animals and scorpions. Also, it is a place known for the deprivation of food and the scarcity of

water. Therefore, the desert could be a blessing or distraction depending on our choice. However, the devil is not

intimidated by the unpleasant descriptions of the desert; instead, the adversary constantly hovers in this unhabitable

environment to achieve his aim: to distract God's children from focusing on God and doing good things. Jesus Christ

was tempted by the evil one; therefore, ours should not be different. The opponent is already waiting for us as we step

feet in the desert to disorient and poison our Lenten resolutions; as a result, we should never depend on human

strength but the priceless strength and guidance of the Savior. As we engage in this year's Lenten journey, may we be

ready to grow and understand the riches hidden in Christ.

Today's gospel dwells on the temptations of Christ in the desert by the devil. From the gospel account, Jesus was

susceptible to yield to the tempter because he ate nothing during the forty days of intense fasting and prayer. At this

critical and vulnerable period, the devil launched his attacks. "If you are the Son of God, command this stone to

become bread,” the devil demanded. Jesus knows who he is; therefore, he doesn't need to prove to the enemy that he is

the Son of God by falling prey to his deceptive exploits. He has every power to make the stone become bread; after all,

he fed thousands of people with two loaves and two fish. But to manifest his power in this context, to fall to the devil's

temptation is unnecessary and uncalled for; consequently, Christ replied, one does not live by bread alone. The gift of

power should not be abused or used selfishly. Doing that means falling into the traps of the evil one. Any extraordinary

deed/performance is not to prove who we are and what we could do; instead, it is for the glory of God.

Again, showing Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in a single instant, the devil said to him, "I shall give you all this

power and glory. All this will be yours if you worship me." A greedy person will willingly succumb and accept the offer

from the devil. Also, the evil one will easily catch those intoxicated by pride and power; however, not for the Son of

God. "You shall worship the Lord your God and him alone shall you serve," Jesus impressively replied. Categorically,

he stated that the devil should worship God and not vice versa. Greed and insatiability are fast lanes for many to fall

prey to the devil. In the bid to acquire everything, we sell our conscience and integrity only to satisfy and obey the

adversary. Continued on Page 7

BE NOT ENTICED BY THE DEVIL'S FLEETING PROMISES.MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 3/06/2022 

8:00am Mass:  All Parishioners

10:30am Mass:  +Bud George (Ero George) 

Monday, 3/07/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +June & Gerald Kordosky

(David & Christa Kordosky)

Tuesday, 3/08/2022 

6:30pm Mass:  +Casey Powell 

(Larry & Nancy Carnahan)

7:00pm:  RICA/Hall

Wednesday, 3/09/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Phil & Dorothy Schwab

(Clay Rosenau)

Thursday, 3/10/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: The Priesthood (Johanna LaChapelle)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 3/11/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +John B Marshall (Joe Marshall)

7:00pm:  Stations of the Cross

Saturday, 3/12/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Jan Foster (Becky Wooten) 

Sunday, 3/13/2022

8:00am Mass:  +Marie Pattyn (Mary & Josh Pattyn)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 2/27/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

54
$4,112   

(online: $1,720)

$4,654

Fiscal Year $165,364 $164,556

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
3/12~5:30pm: Volunteer                                                        Tom Muldoon

3/13~8:00am:   Dave Beaty                                                     Kristine Bible

3/13~10:30am: Larry Carnahan                                          Nancy Carnahan                                   

March Church Cleaners:  Janet Tankersly (503-545-2229) 

March Altar Linens:  Michelle Harrington (971-409-5664)

3/13 9:00: Erin Person 

11:30:  Jim Lombardi & Rosary Makers

Fasting and Abstinence Regulations - All Catholics 14 years of age and 

older must abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent, Ash Wednesday 

and Good Friday. All Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59, are to 

fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  

To fast means to eat one full meal; the other two meals that day should be 

less than the normal amount unless they are already at a minimum for 

good health.  Eating between meals is not permitted; however, liquids 

including coffee, milk and fruit juices are allowed. 

March 4th: Stations of the Cross/Church 7pm

March 6th: Blood pressure at 9am & Grief 

Support 11:30/Hall

Lenten book study/Hall Library 9:15-10:15am

March 11th: Stations of the Cross/Church 7pm

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal

Our parish goal is $19,764.32. If you have not already done so

please complete your pledge card, indicating your gift or pledge 

to our Catholic Church in Western Oregon.  It is important for all 

of us to participate in order to support our universal church here 

in western Oregon. Thank you for your generosity. 

Change lives this Lent

Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowls are available at the side 

door. Through CRS Rice Bowl, you help reach more than 140 

million people with lifesaving support. 

Thank you to all who attended the Synod Discernment 

Session on Sunday evening. The discussions were thoughtful

and many good ideas were shared. It was nice to see you. 

The Youth Group is hosting a virtual FUNdraiser through 

Pampered Chef. There are many amazing products and cool 

things to add to any kitchen. 30% of all sales are donated to 

the Youth Group, which will help us raise money to go to 

our annual youth conference and service projects we do for 

our community. For questions, contact Carolyn Brown

(503-799-4201) or carolynb33@hotmail.com.  go to:

https://www.pamperedchef.com/party/spbyouthgroup2022
?redirect=shop-landing-page Thank you!

Beginning Saturday, March 12, the faithful will no 
longer be required to wear masks in Catholic 
churches or while attending faith-based Catholic 
activities. Mask use will be optional. 

mailto:carolynb33@hotmail.com
https://www.pamperedchef.com/party/spbyouthgroup2022?redirect=shop-landing-page






FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“The fast of lent has no advantage to us unless it brings about our spiritual renewal. It is necessary while

fasting to change our whole life and practice virtue. Turning away from all wickedness means keeping

our tongue in check, restraining our anger, avoiding all gossip, lying, and swearing. To abstain from these

things- herein lies the true value of the fast.”

----St. John Chrysostom.

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose

of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

Purification of spirit through fasting and almsgiving

Dear friends, at every moment the earth is full of the mercy of God, and nature itself is a lesson for all the faithful in

the worship of God. The heavens, the sea and all that is in them bear witness to the goodness and omnipotence of

their Creator, and the marvelous beauty of the elements as they obey him demands from the intelligent creation a

fitting expression of its gratitude.

But with the return of that season marked out in a special way by the mystery of our redemption, and of the days that

lead up to the paschal feast, we are summoned more urgently to prepare ourselves by a purification of spirit. The

special note of the paschal feast is this: the whole Church rejoices in the forgiveness of sins. It rejoices in the

forgiveness not only of those who are then reborn in holy baptism but also of those who are already numbered

among God’s adopted children.

Initially, men are made new by the rebirth of baptism. Yet there still is required a daily renewal to repair the

shortcomings of our mortal nature, and whatever degree of progress has been made there is no one who should not

be more advanced. All must therefore strive to ensure that on the day of redemption no one may be found in the sins

of his former life.

Dear friends, what the Christian should be doing at all times should be done now with greater care and devotion, so

that the Lenten fast enjoined by the apostles may be fulfilled, not simply by abstinence from food but above all by

the renunciation of sin.

There is no more profitable practice as a companion to holy and spiritual fasting than that of almsgiving. This

embraces under the single name of mercy many excellent works of devotion, so that the good intentions of all the

faithful may be of equal value, even where their means are not. The love that we owe both God and man is always

free from any obstacle that would prevent us from having a good intention. The angels sang: Glory to God in the

highest, and peace to his people on earth. The person who shows love and compassion to those in any kind of

affliction is blessed, not only with the virtue of good will but also with the gift of peace.

The works of mercy are innumerable. Their very variety brings this advantage to those who are true Christians, that

in the matter of almsgiving not only the rich and affluent but also those of average means and the poor are able to

play their part. Those who are unequal in their capacity to give can be equal in the love within their hearts.

(From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope)



Know your Catechism

Continued from page 2.

Satan, not being satisfied with the failed attempts he launched to humiliate the Son of man, led him to

Jerusalem and made him stand on the parapet of the temple and said to him, "If you are the Son of God,

throw yourself down from here." This is an easy trap for those who love to be seen and recognized for their

achievements. It is all about what they can do for others to applaud, like, and follow them, especially on

social media. We do not need to be involved in any form of extraordinary achievements before God

recognizes us. Engaging in little charities like offering a cup of cold water to little ones that need it, Christ

assures us, will surely not go unnoticed but must be fully rewarded. Therefore, God's recognition of our

actions stems not from how marvelous/spectacular the actions/deeds are but the motive behind them.

Consequently, to the act of displaying extraordinary prowess to prove a point as demanded by the enemy,

Jesus firmly answered, "You shall not put the Lord, your God, to test." Jesus Christ drummed into the ears

of the devil that he is God, who owns everything, and putting him to the test is ludicrous; his profound and

gallant answer says it all.

After the massive defeat and humiliation of the devil on the battlefield, Luke records that "he departed

from him for a time," An indication that the devil is still hovering and hatching new plots to bring the

weaklings down in the desert. Temptation is what God's children must face every day as the devil follows us

wherever we are; therefore, we should fortify ourselves to confront the enemy's surreptitious and blatant

exploits, though, not with our strength but with prayer, knowing who we are. The keys to not repeatedly fall

into the devil's deceptive promises are love, prayer, guiding against insatiability, avoiding unnecessary

recognition, and sticking with the truth. These keys fortified Jesus throughout his life. Therefore, as we

begin the first full week of lent, let us be awake, fortified, know what we need, be determined to make good

choices, and not be distracted by the devil with fleeting promises. Simply put, everything associated with

the devil is a bane to an honest and fulfilled life. Let us open our eyes and see the source of authentic

happiness and prudently pursue it in this grace-filled season of Lent and always.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings,

Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

"MALE AND FEMALE HE CREATED THEM"

Equality and difference willed by God

Man and woman have been created, which is to say, willed by God: on the one hand, in perfect equality as 

human persons; on the other, in their respective beings as man and woman. "Being man" or "being woman" 

is a reality which is good and willed by God: man and woman possess an inalienable dignity which comes 

to them immediately from God their Creator. Man and woman are both with one and the same dignity "in 

the image of God". In their "being-man" and "being-woman", they reflect the Creator's wisdom and 

goodness.  CCC 369

In no way is God in man's image. He is neither man nor woman. God is pure spirit in which there is no 

place for the difference between the sexes. But the respective "perfections" of man and woman reflect 

something of the infinite perfection of God: those of a mother and those of a father and husband.  CCC 370



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


