
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
January 9, 2022

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass
Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass
Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 
Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays - 4:00pm-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 
receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, 
please call the parish office.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 
Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 
Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in 
advance of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION
18211 S Henrici RD
Oregon City OR 97045
PHONE: 503-631-2882
FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org 

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org
Parish Staff 
Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      
503-631-2882
mpattyn@archdpdx.org
Secretary: Sherrie Havens 
503-631-2882
shavens@archdpdx.org
RE Director: Job open.  Call the office to 
apply
Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         
(C) 503-887-7701
Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor
(C) 503-314-8907
Pastoral Council President:
Matt Anderson 
Administrative Council Chair:
Dan Sweeney
Adoration: Janet Tankersley              
(C) 503-545-2229
Minister Volunteer Coordinators 
Altar Servers: Don Payne 
(H) 503-632-4370
Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 
503-631-3531
Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 
hahannam@juno.com

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, the solemnity of the Epiphany of Jesus Christ, which was celebrated last Sunday, revealed

significant identities of the baby Jesus; born in a manger. In the last Sunday's gospel, the magi from the east wisely

followed the star to their destination. On seeing baby Jesus, they did him homage, opened their treasures, and offered

three symbolic gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold reveals that the babe in the manger is a king; frankincense

tells us that he is God incarnate; myrrh tells us that he has come to die. That someone would redeem God's people

through suffering and death was foretold by Isaiah (Is. 53). In line with the gospel passage, we urged the gospel's

protagonists to emulate the magi, seek the Lord, and offer him ourselves as outstanding gifts. At the same time, the

reflection urged all to boldly despise and reject the ways of Herod and his cohorts because their practices and actions

are antithetical to God's eternal message.

Brethren, we assemble today to commemorate the Lord's baptism by John the Baptist at the Jordan River. It is

pertinent to note that the baptism of Jesus puts the finishing touch on the Christmas mystery and reminds us of our

baptism. The baptism of Jesus Christ leaked another Jesus' identity; a voice from heaven said of him, "You are my

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased." God, the father, showcased him to humankind as his beloved Son, whose

every action pleases him. According to the Catechism, it is also "the manifestation ("Epiphany") of Jesus as Messiah of

Israel and Son of God." (CCC 536).

Again, with his baptism, Jesus identified with us sinners by partaking in the baptism reserved for sinners. As the

Catechism puts it, "He allows himself to be numbered among sinners; he is already "the Lamb of God, who takes away

the sin of the world." (CCC 536). In addition, Jesus' baptism marked the beginning of his public ministry and mission.

The Catechism affirms that "Jesus' public life begins with his baptism by John in the river Jordan. The baptism of

Jesus is on his part the acceptance and inauguration of his mission as God's suffering Servant." (CCC, 535). There are

crucial reasons why Jesus willingly submitted himself for baptism.

Jesus' baptism reminds us of our baptism. Though his baptism was not for the forgiveness of his sins, ours is for the

cleansing of the effects of original sin, inherited from Adam and Eve. As Jesus' baptism inaugurated his public ministry

and mission, our baptism imprints an indelible mark consecrating us for Christian worship. It is a significant initiation

ceremony that showcases those baptized as members of Christ's faithful. The reception of this first rite of Christian

initiation is marked with specific promises that the faithful are bound to integrate into their daily activities. During the

celebration of baptism, we solemnly promise to live for God the Father, God the Son, and the Holy Spirit and all that

the Church teaches. We publicly renounce Satan/sin and everything associated with it.

When the catechumen is baptized as an adult, they make the promises. And the same promises are made by our

parents when baptized as an infant. Every year, during the Easter vigil and Easter day celebrations, all the faithful

present, standing and holding lighted candles, renew their baptismal promises. These official premier promises to live

out our faith are renewed each year as our guiding principles as we walk the path of life. Therefore, to be faithful and

live these promises is the obligation of all baptized faithful.

Living these promises is continuing the ministry and mission of the Messiah. Living them doesn't mean performing

miracles and accomplishing impossible tasks. Instead, in St. Therese of Lisieux's words, it is doing ordinary things in

extraordinary ways. Affirming that God does not expect us to perform miracles in living our baptismal promises,

Mother Theresa of Calcutta, in her words, says that it is doing something beautiful for God. Simply, fulfilling these

baptismal promises is consciously living our vocation, working out our salvation by doing our jobs as duly expected.

Also, avoiding evil in all its ramifications and embracing and doing good. We all should serve God wherever we are.

Therefore, like a flower, we must bloom wherever we are planted.

Today's second reading from the epistle of St. Paul to Titus focuses on how to live the baptismal promises authentically

as children of God. The letter contains the main themes of Christian faith and morality- moderation, justice, honesty,

piety, and hope. The letter asks us to reject godless ways and worldly desires; and urges us to live temperately, justly,

and devoutly in this age. These would help us await the blessed hope and appearance of God and Savior Jesus Christ.

(Titus 2: 22). Continued on page 7.

JESUS' BAPTISM REMINDS US TO LIVE OUR BAPTISMAL PROMISES.MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 1/09/2022 Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord

8:00am Mass:  +Richard Dryden (Dryden Family)

10:30am Mass:  +John & Magdalena Perman               

(Nancy & Larry Carnahan)

Monday, 1/10/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Christine Bolger (Becky Wooten)

Tuesday, 1/11/2022

6:30pm Mass:  +Timothy McGriff 

(Dale & Kim McGriff)

7:00pm:  RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 1/12/2022 

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +Abud Family (Marina Logue)

Thursday, 1/13/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Planton Family 

(David & Rosalie Swanson) 

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 1/14/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Gus Vitale (Mamie Vitale)

Saturday, 1/15/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Pete & Jean Jenquin

(Marc & Carol Jenquin)

Sunday, 1/16/2022

8:00am Mass:  +William & Marie Pattyn 

(Josh & Mary Pattyn)

10:30am Mass:  All parishioners

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 
Household 
218 

WEEK OF 1/2/2022
Actual Budget 

Donors
55

$3,877   
(online: $630)

$6,260

Fiscal Year $130,329 $125,486

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events 

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
1/15~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon                                               Heather Hannam 

1/16~8:00am: Dave Beaty                                                      Kristine Bible

1/16~10:30am:  Kevin Horace                                                  Dan Sweeney                

January Church Cleaners:  Karen Henry (971-409-0679)  

January Altar Linens:  Vicky McGaughey (503-730-3077)

1/16 9:00:  The Mutts

11:30:

Below, on the right, is the QR code for Parish Soft.  Point your phone 
camera at the picture and it will take you to the link for donations.

This weekend, January 8th and 9th we have olive wood 
carvings available to purchase after all masses. The 
proceeds will support Christian Catholic families in the 
Holy Land.  It is the major source of income for them 
there.  More than 75 families in Bethlehem Hand carved 
these items. They are very beautiful and unique items. 
(Nativities, Crucifixes, Rosaries, Statues). The Christian 
population has dropped from 22% to less than 2% in the 
past two decades. And this is a way to support them. 
Thank you for your help and support.

Thank you for your donations! 

Your support is very much appreciated!

1/9/22: Blood pressure check/Grief Support
1/16/22:  Second collection for Catholic 
Communications Campaign

Next week our special collection supports the 

Catholic Communication Campaign.  This 

campaign engages and builds Catholic communities 

in the United States and developing countries using 

the internet, television, radio and print media.  

Half of the money collected remains here in the 

diocese of Portland to fund local communications 

efforts.  Your support helps spread the Gospel 

message!  To lean more, visit www.usccb.org/ccc. 

Pray to protect Human Life January 19-27
9 days for life is an annual novena for the protection of human 
life.  Each day’s intention is accompanied by a short reflection 
and suggested actions to help build a culture of life.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“The rediscovery of the value of one’s own Baptism is at the root of every Christian’s missionary 

commitment, because as we see in the Gospel, those who allow themselves to be fascinated by Christ cannot 

fail to witness to the joy of following in his footsteps…We understand ever more that it is precisely in virtue 

of Baptism that we possess a co-natural missionary vocation.” ---Pope Benedict XVI.

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose
of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

The baptism of Christ

Christ is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in light. Christ is baptized; let us also go down with him and

rise with him.

John is baptizing when Jesus draws near. Perhaps he comes to sanctify his baptizer; certainly, he comes to

bury sinful humanity in the waters. He comes to sanctify the Jordan for our sake and in readiness for us; he

who is spirit and flesh comes to begin a new creation through the Spirit and water.

The Baptist protests; Jesus insists. Then John says: I ought to be baptized by you. He is the lamp in the

presence of the sun, the voice in the presence of the Word, the friend in the presence of the Bridegroom, the

greatest of all born of woman in the presence of the firstborn of all creation, the one who leapt in his

mother’s womb in the presence of him who was adored in the womb, the forerunner and future forerunner in

the presence of him who has already come and is to come again. I ought to be baptized by you: we should

also add, “and for you,” for John is to be baptized in blood, washed clean like Peter, not only by the washing

of his feet.

Jesus rises from the waters; the world rises with him. The heavens like Paradise with its flaming sword,

closed by Adam for himself and his descendants, are rent open. The Spirit comes to him as to an equal,

bearing witness to his Godhead. A voice bears witness to him from heaven, his place of origin. The Spirit

descends in bodily form like the dove that so long ago announced the ending of the flood and so gives honor

to the body that is one with God.

Today let us do honor to Christ’s baptism and celebrate this feast in holiness. Be cleansed entirely and

continue to be cleansed. Nothing gives such pleasure to God as the conversion and salvation of men, for

whom his every word and every revelation exist. He wants you to become a living force for all mankind,

lights shining in the world. You are to be radiant lights as you stand beside Christ, the great light, bathed in

the glory of him who is the light of heaven. You are to enjoy more and more the pure and dazzling light of

the Trinity, as now you have received – though not in its fullness – a ray of its splendor, proceeding from the

one God, in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.

(From a Sermon by Saint Gregory of Nazianzus, bishop)



Know your Catechism

Continued from page 2. The baptismal promises are fulfilled in the lives of baptized Christians when we share in the

ministry and mission of Christ. Our responsibility is to pass on the good news we have received to people around us.

To spread joy, which is the heart of the gospel, to all we meet. Christ's message loaded with good news brings joy to

the hearts and faces of all who listen to him. The joy of the gospel that transformed the earth. Therefore, it becomes

our onus to continue the mission of Christ, which centers on the love of God and, on the love of neighbor. We are

expected to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. The fulfillment of the baptismal promises helps us become heirs in

the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7).

According to evangelist Luke, something spectacular happened after Christ's baptism in the baptismal account.

Things beyond mortal minds imagination repetitively surrounded the life of Christ from the announcement of his

birth till his resurrection from the dead and ascension to heaven. In this episode, after Jesus's baptism, he devoted

time to prayers preparing for the mission ahead. During this time, heaven opened, and the Holy Spirit descended

upon him in a bodily form like a dove. And a voice from heaven thundered and declared, "You are my beloved Son;

with you, I am well pleased." (Luke 3:22). From this powerful affirmation from the heavenly voice, one can easily

deduce that Jesus Christ is not an ordinary man from Nazareth. There are more to his being. He is the Son of God

whose entire activities are delightful in God's eyes. He is the Son of God whose mission is to save humanity, having

identified with us sinners. Therefore, we should be attached to Christ, hold tenaciously to him, and strive to continue

his mission. "Let us be buried with Christ by Baptism to rise with him; let us go down with him to be raised with him;

let us rise with him to be glorified with him. Everything that happened to Christ lets us know that, after the bath of

water, the Holy Spirit swoops down upon us from high heaven and that, adopted by the father's voice, we become

sons of God." (CCC 537)

Dear friends, by baptism, we become sons and daughters of God and partakers of the mission of Christ. Thus, as the 

Son mingled with the people, lived as a brother, reconciled humanity with God, and restored our dignity, so we are 

called to live in reconciliation, with our true dignity of children of the same father, sisters, and brothers with each 

other. As we recall Jesus' baptism, we remember our baptism and renew our confession of faith in the Son of God 

and commitment to the gospel. Finally, may we as adopted children of God be reborn of water and of the Holy Spirit, 

and continuously engage in activities that are pleasing to God, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

MAN

"In reality it is only in the mystery of the Word made flesh that the mystery of man truly becomes clear."

St. Paul tells us that the human race takes its origin from two men: Adam and Christ. . . the first man, Adam, he says,

became a living soul, the last Adam a life-giving spirit. The first Adam was made by the last Adam, from whom he

also received his soul, to give him life... the second Adam stamped his image on the first Adam when he created him.

That is why he took on himself the role and the name of the first Adam, in order that he might not lose what he had

made in his own image. The first Adam, the last Adam: the first had a beginning, the last knows no end. The last Adam

is indeed the first; as he himself says: "I am the first and the last." CCC 359

Because of its common origin the human race forms a unity, for "from one ancestor (God) made all nations to inhabit

the whole earth":

O wondrous vision, which makes us contemplate the human race in the unity of its origin in God. . . in the unity of its

nature, composed equally in all men of a material body and a spiritual soul; in the unity of its immediate end and its

mission in the world; in the unity of its dwelling, the earth, whose benefits all men, by right of nature, may use to

sustain and develop life; in the unity of its supernatural end: God himself, to whom all ought to tend; in the unity of

the means for attaining this end;. . . in the unity of the redemption wrought by Christ for all. CCC 360

"This law of human solidarity and charity", without excluding the rich variety of persons, cultures and peoples, assures

us that all men are truly brethren. CCC 361



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus
Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 
Oregon City 
Catholic Men Serving Our Church and 
Communities.  For More information 
about us, please contact:  David Beaty 
(503) 632-3941 or Joel Bender (503) 
310-3367 or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


