
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
May 8, 2022

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass
Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass
Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 
Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 
receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, 
please call the
parish office.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 
Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 
Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in 
advance of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD
Oregon City OR 97045
PHONE: 503-631-2882
FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org 

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org
Parish Staff 
Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      
503-631-2882
mpattyn@archdpdx.org
Secretary: Sherrie Havens 
503-631-2882
shavens@archdpdx.org
RE Director: Job open.  Call the office to apply.
Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         
(C) 503-887-7701
Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor
(C) 503-314-8907
Pastoral Council President:
Matt Anderson 
Administrative Council Chair:
Dan Sweeney
Adoration: Janet Tankersley              
(C) 503-545-2229
Minister Volunteer Coordinators 
Altar Servers: Don Payne 
(H) 503-632-4370
Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 
503-631-3531
Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 
hahannam@juno.com

“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they 
follow me.”  (John 10:27)  

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, on the third Sunday of Easter, the words of encouragement highlighted the responsibilities

accompanying the love we profess for God. After serving breakfast to his disciples at the shore of the sea of Tiberias, the

risen Lord asked Peter the same question three times. "Peter, do you love me." And three times, he answered, "Yes,

Lord, you know I love you." Consequently, the Lord schooled us on what he expects and demands from those that

proclaim unwavering love for him like Peter. Indeed, Jesus projected service and care to the sheep and lamb as a test of

the disciples' love. Equally, any love stripped of care and service to the sons and daughters of God is inauthentic. With

practical elucidation, Jesus wants both the premier disciples and all of us to imitate him: whose mission is geared

towards the betterment and salvation of the sheep. Therefore, we must continue to walk in the paths of the risen Lord by

earnestly making our love for him and his Church unquestionable.

The celebration of the Lord's resurrection continues this weekend as we celebrate the fourth Sunday of the festive

period of Alleluia. This Sunday is popularly known as the Good Shepherd Sunday. Jesus, in the gospel passage,

repeatedly addressed himself as the Good Shepherd. Also, this Sunday begins the litany of the I AM of Jesus that we will

hear in the coming weeks. The liturgy of the word continues to expose the incredible acts of the apostles ignited because

of the Lord's resurrection. In the Acts of the Apostles, the indefatigable Paul and Barnabas continue their missionary

journeys in different cities, inspiring and converting many souls to the Lord. Through their fiery preaching, the resilient

apostles urged the people to remain faithful to the grace of God.

The Apostles' endeavor to proclaim the risen Christ was met with unbounded jealousy by the Jewish leaders. However,

just as hostility did not stop Jesus from proclaiming the kingdom of God, neither did it stop Paul and Barnabas from

preaching the risen Christ, they continued to teach with prophetic boldness, telling their audiences that it was necessary

that they, being Jews, should be the first to receive the good news. The Jews' rejection of the two apostles' teachings

catalyzed taking the message to the Gentiles, who responded with delight, glorifying God. Turning to the Gentiles

escalated the hostility of the Jewish officials towards Paul and Barnabas. And that resulted in the expulsion of the two

preachers from their territory. These hostile behaviors propelled them to take the message to other cities.

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, does everything to care for and protect the sheep from the clutches of the adversary. Jesus is

not only a shepherd but a shepherd with a difference; he is the Good Shepherd. He is the one that gave his life for his

sheep. Today's gospel though short, opens with what the Good Shepherd needs from the sheep, and when that happens,

it opens a deluge of love and blessings from the Shepherd. Jesus said, "My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they

follow me" (John 10:27). Hearing is an essential component of faith and discipleship; it is imperative because it indicates

attentiveness and obedience. Repeatedly in the scripture, we read, "Hear, O Israel." The call to the sheep to be attentive

to God's voice. Undeniably, the Good Shepherd hears the sheep's voices and knows each by name, but is the voice of the

Good Shepherd heard by the sheep? Hearing the voice of the Shepherd entails, among other things, knowing and

following him. And these acts of hearing, knowing, and following the Good Shepherd frees the sheep from making poor

choices and motivates the sheep to live by the Lord's directives. Jesus promises eternal life to the one that hears, knows,

and follows him. He maintains that nothing will hinder them because he is one with the Father. He says, "No one can

take them out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one." (John 10:30). This is an indication of God's love for his

sheep. He wants the sheep to be docile and faithful and follow him to have a blissful eternal life.

Indeed, Jesus clearly emphasizes the importance of hearing his voice. God blessed us with the sense of hearing; on the

day of baptism, the minister publicly signed our ears and lips with the sign of the cross, saying at the same time, "The

Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. May he soon touch your ears to receive his word, and your mouth

to proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father." As Christians, our sense of hearing is blessed and has

the mandate to receive God's word. However, most of God's children have disregarded the commitments, embraced

indifference, and are satisfied with illusions due to selfishness. They have settled with the choice to ignore God,

arrogance, not listening, and being comfortable in their mini world which is built on deceptions and lies.

Regrettably, any sheep that casts his lot with the above decisions is on the fast track of denying himself the palatable

promise of the Good Shepherd, the promise of inheriting eternal life. It is never the wish of the Good Shepherd to lose

any sheep; therefore, the Good Shepherd, who works not for money/pay but for love, who loves us the way we are and

who is one with the Father, wishes us to be deaf to the tons of deceptive and spurious voices trending in our world. He

desires that we extricate ourselves from the webs and stronghold of malignant doctrines. Continued on Page 7

LEND YOUR EARS TO THE GOOD SHEPHERD AND HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 5/08/2022 

8:00am Mass:  All parishioners                                              

10:30am Mass:  +Janet Ambrose (Lois Celorie) 

Monday, 5/09/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Jerry Pattee (Royce Jones)

Tuesday, 5/10/2022 

6:30pm Mass:  +Mary Sue Moore 

(Nancy & Larry Carnahan)

7:00pm:  RICA/Hall

Wednesday, 5/11/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Greg Wieck (Dale & Kim McGriff)

Thursday, 5/12/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  Priesthood (Johanna LaChapelle) 

8:30am-10:00pm  

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 5/13/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Adam Wiktorowicz

(Anna & Jacek Wiktorowicz)

Saturday, 5/14/2022 Feast of St. Matthias 

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Vickie McEntire                                                                  

(Fred & Carolyn DeLange) 

Sunday, 5/15/2022

8:00am Mass:  +Mary Jane Lowry 

(Claudia Evers & Paul Lowry) 

10:30am Mass:  All parishioners

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 
Household 
218 

WEEK OF 5/01/2022
Actual Budget 

Donors
48

$3,292   
(online: $740)

$6,110

Fiscal Year $210,361 $209,069

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
5/14~5:30pm: Volunteer                                                         Tom Muldoon

5/15~8:00am:  Dave Beaty Kristine Bible

5/15~10:30am:  Larry Carnahan                                           Nancy Carnahan

May Church Cleaners:  Claudia Evers & Paul Lowry (503-679-2118) 

May Altar Linens:  Janet Tankersly (503-545-2229)

May 8th: Happy Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day Brunch after BOTH Masses.

May 9th: ACCW day of Recollection

May 13th: John Johnson presenting at St. John 

the Baptist 7-8:30pm 

Mother’s Day Brunch May 8th

Come to the Hall after both Masses for a Mother’s Day 
Brunch.  Mothers eat for free, kids $5, Adults $10, 
families $20.  

5/15 9:00: Patrick & Elaine Keavney

11:30:  Jim Lombardi & Rosary Makers 

We are in the month of May - the month of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  We are encouraged to pray the Rosary daily and seek the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

If you have articles for the newsletter please bring them to the 
office or send to Bill Breshears ASAP. Thank you.  

Thank you to our amazing Youth Group for revamping Father's 
garden last Saturday, the 30th! Thank you also to all the 
parishioners who donated items and funds to help us accomplish 
this task! We couldn't have done it without the donations! We 
have a few more hours of work to do until finished. Special Thanks 
go to: Erin, William and Alice Person, Cobie Daly, Jim Stevens, 
Todd Schnoor, and Carolyn and Brooke Brown.  Thank you!

Congratulations to Ed & Yoko Nakajima on their 60th

wedding anniversary.  Best wishes to you both.

Catholic Charities 2022 Annual Appeal

Since 1933, Catholic Charities of Oregon has been a trusted ally of 

the most poor and marginalized and a leader in finding innovative 

solutions to poverty and injustice. The agency is proud to serve all 

God’s children as the official Domestic Relief Agency of the Catholic 

Church in Oregon. Today, your generous gift to our 2022 Annual 

Appeal enables us to continue to offer access to life saving services 

to those in greatest need in our community such as financial 

empowerment and coaching, affordable and transitional housing, 

permanent supportive housing, resident services, immigration legal

services, refugee services, family support and counseling, case 

management, food for our unhoused neighbors, and more.

Catholic Charities’ 2022 Annual Appeal will be held in parishes 

throughout the Archdiocese the weekend of May 14th and 15th. For 

more information, please visit our website 

(https://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/) or call our main phone 

line (503-231-4866).

Thank you to Janelle Wakefield, John Buxman, Casey Story, Tom 
Muldoon, Karl, Aiden Zaitz and Heather Hannam for cleaning up 2 
miles of Redland Rd in our annual ADOPT-A-ROAD Ministry. A 
special thank you to Janelle and Tom for organizing it.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“Priests do not fall from heaven; they are born and nurtured in the family. The family should be the 

breeding garden for vocations and parents the primary vocation directors. When the seed is not planted 

and nurtured in the first garden, it becomes challenging to harvest from the vocation tree.”

– Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose
of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

Christ the good shepherd

I am the good shepherd. I know my own — by which I mean, I love them — and my own know me. In plain words:

those who love me are willing to follow me, for anyone who does not love the truth has not yet come to know it.

My dear brethren, you have heard the test we pastors have to undergo. Turn now to consider how these words of our

Lord imply a test for yourselves also. Ask yourselves whether you belong to his flock, whether you know him,

whether the light of his truth shines in your minds. I assure you that it is not by faith that you will come to know him,

but by love; not by mere conviction, but by action. John the evangelist is my authority for this statement. He tells us

that anyone who claims to know God without keeping his commandments is a liar.

Consequently, the Lord immediately adds: As the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for

my sheep. Clearly, he means that laying down his life for his sheep gives evidence of his knowledge of the Father and

the Father’s knowledge of him. In other words, by the love with which he dies for his sheep he shows how greatly he

loves his Father.

Again, he says: My sheep hear my voice, and I know them; they follow me, and I give them eternal life. Shortly

before this he had declared: If anyone enters the sheepfold through me, he shall be saved; he shall go freely in and out

and shall find good pasture. He will enter into a life of faith; from faith he will go out to vision, from belief to

contemplation, and will graze in the good pastures of everlasting life.

So, our Lord’s sheep will finally reach their grazing ground where all who follow him in simplicity of heart will feed

on the green pastures of eternity. These pastures are the spiritual joys of heaven. There the elect look upon the face of

God with unclouded vision and feast at the banquet of life for ever more.

Beloved brothers, let us set out for these pastures where we shall keep joyful festival with so many of our fellow

citizens. May the thought of their happiness urge us on! Let us stir up our hearts, rekindle our faith, and long eagerly

for what heaven has in store for us. To love thus is to be already on our way. No matter what obstacles we encounter,

we must not allow them to turn us aside from the joy of that heavenly feast. Anyone who is determined to reach his

destination is not deterred by the roughness of the road that leads to it. Nor must we allow the charm of success to

seduce us, or we shall be like a foolish traveler who is so distracted by the pleasant meadows through which he is

passing that he forgets where he is going.

(From a homily on the Gospels by Saint Gregory the Great, pope)



Know your Catechism

Continued from page 2.

On the other hand, he desires his sheep to draw closer to him and open their ears to his life-saving message, to know the

authentic way, truth, and life. And follow the Good Shepherd that leads to the greener pasture and springs of life-giving

water, and who will wipe away every tear from their eyes. God is constantly sowing the seed of eternal life; so, choosing

to turn and not reap from the source is our choice. God has given us the great gift of freedom, therefore, there is no

need to police us around. Indeed, the mark of the wise sheep is to judiciously make use of the God-given freedom, the

freedom to make a dignified choice that would bring the sheep closer to the source of eternal life. The sheep should

always know that true freedom tends toward what is good and honorable, and genuine freedom is wrapped with love. In

Pope John Paul's 11 words, "When freedom does not have a purpose; when it does not wish to know anything about the

rule of law engraved in the hearts of men and women. when it does not listen to the voice of conscience, it turns against

humanity and society." May our freedom propel us to hear, know and follow the Good Shepherd.

Finally, it is pertinent to echo that the Good Shepherd Sunday is vocation Sunday. The Church designates the fourth

Sunday of Easter as "World Day of Prayer for Vocations." We should lift in prayers young men to prayerfully consider

and be attracted to the priesthood and consecrated life. The Church needs priests to keep alive the sacraments and the

body of Christ, the Church. Priests do not fall from heaven; they are born and nurtured in the family. The family

should be the breeding garden for vocations and parents the primary vocation directors. When the seed is not planted

and nurtured in the first garden, it becomes challenging to harvest from the vocation tree. While we continue to pray

for the increase of vocation to the priesthood and consecrated life, we also pray for the family to continue to be the first

Church, school, trailblazer, and a fertile breeding garden for vocations. In unison, we pray against anything that would

label and make our families dysfunctional and unproductive. May young men continue to answer God's call as ordained

ministers of God. Amen.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings,

Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

The consequences of Adam's sin for humanity.

All men are implicated in Adam's sin, as St. Paul affirms: "By one man's disobedience many (that is, all men)

were made sinners": "sin came into the world through one man and death through sin, and so death spread to

all men because all men sinned." The Apostle contrasts the universality of sin and death with the universality

of salvation in Christ. "Then as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man's act of

righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men." CCC 402

Following St. Paul, the Church has always taught that the overwhelming misery which oppresses men and

their inclination towards evil and death cannot be understood apart from their connection with Adam's sin and

the fact that he has transmitted to us a sin with which we are all born afflicted, a sin which is the "death of the

soul". Because of this certainty of faith, the Church baptizes for the remission of sins even tiny infants who

have not committed personal sin. CCC 403

How did the sin of Adam become the sin of all his descendants? The whole human race is in Adam "as one

body of one man". By this "unity of the human race" all men are implicated in Adam's sin, as all are

implicated in Christ's justice. Still, the transmission of original sin is a mystery that we cannot fully

understand. But we do know by Revelation that Adam had received original holiness and justice not for

himself alone, but for all human nature. By yielding to the tempter, Adam and Eve committed a personal sin,

but this sin affected the human nature that they would then transmit in a fallen state. It is a sin which will be

transmitted by propagation to all mankind, that is, by the transmission of a human nature deprived of original

holiness and justice. And that is why original sin is called "sin" only in an analogical sense: it is a sin

"contracted" and not "committed" - a state and not an act. CCC 404



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus
Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 
Oregon City 
Catholic Men Serving Our Church and 
Communities.  For More information 
about us, please contact:  David Beaty 
(503) 632-3941 or Joel Bender (503) 
310-3367 or go to: kofc.org/joinus 
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Advertise here!  Call 503-631-2882


