
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
September 25, 2022

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to receive 

Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please call the 

parish office, 

503-631-2882.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance of 

the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882

FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Melissa Payne

503-631-2882

mbear@archdpdx.org

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, in the words of enlightenment last weekend, we curiously inquired from each of us to honestly

declare whether we pay allegiance to God or mammon. This decision is imperative because Christ stated, "No servant can

serve two masters. He will either hate one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other." (Luke 16: 13).

Looking closely at the trend of events in the society, one quickly concludes that the excess love for money and material

possessions have pushed so many into choosing mammon, either advertently or inadvertently. As needed, the reflection

made a fervid plea for all God's children to return and to deepen our relationship with our creator, the source of life.

Returning to God and embracing his teachings would help us be honest in our transactions with others, inspire us to say

no to the exploitations of the poor, and strive hard to make a fortune for ourselves in God with our time, talent, and

treasure. Also, the words of encouragement highlighted that our trustworthy and permanent home is in heaven; the earth

is evanescent.

Holy Mother Church continues this Sunday's first reading from the prophecy of Amos. Last Sunday, the prophet of social

justice emerged by vehemently condemning the activities of those with economic powers that could not wait for the new

moon/holy days to be over before embarking on their illicit and crooked means of making money. In today's first reading,

Amos criticizes the smugness of the wealthy, those unconcerned with the welfare of the people, and comfortable with the

corruption trending in the land. They focused every attention on their welfare, drinking the best wine from bowls, and

anointing themselves with the best oils while they were so indifferent to the 'collapse of Joseph'. Their mode of life grossly

indicates that they hadn't the slightest concern for the plight of the poor. Indeed, they were undermining the very fabric of

the country with their lifestyle. Amos warned them that as the consequences of their indifference and selfish manner of life,

they would be the first to be led off into exile, "Therefore, now they shall be the first to go into exile, and their wanton

revelry shall be done away with." (Amos 6:7). Undoubtedly, God sends the same warning to people of our generation who

shamelessly by their policies undermine the welfare of the poor, and equally embezzle and enjoy the money meant for the

welfare of others. He warns those who keep mute and refuse to condemn the evils and exploitations going on in different

corners because they are beneficiaries of such unchristian activities. Those who make fun of and denounce the less

privileged are not left out since they will not go scot-free at the time of God's judgment.

In the Gospel passage, the doyen teacher and adept storyteller, Jesus Christ, paints a clear picture of indifference in the

story of the rich man and Lazarus. Also, looking closely at the dramatic encounter, the report portrays the chasm between

riches and poverty, inclusion and exclusion, compassion and indifference, and heaven and hell. Precisely the passage

significantly reveals the sin of the rich man submerged in a lavish lifestyle that blindfolds him towards the presence of a

poor man at his gate. The rich man didn't care to look beyond the good things of his life; he was self-centered and refused

to recognize the plight of Lazarus. His indifference denied him a ticket to the bosom of Abraham.

From another perspective, today's gospel passage is a parable about the responsibility of wealth. When God blesses one

with wealth/talent, the blessing is not for the individual alone. It portrays Christian when we share with others, especially

the less privileged ones, like Lazarus, who seeks to eat from the scraps of the dives' table. The rich man summarily scored

zero in recognizing the poor man at his gate. The rich man's sin is not theft, hate, or promiscuity but indifference (not that

the other vices are permitted). Most of us are perpetually drowning in the toxic sin of indifference in today's world. Elie

Wiesel, a holocaust survivor, said, "The opposite of love is not hatred, but indifference. That is why the harshest words in

the bible are directed at the uncaring rich people." Adding his voice, St. Maximillian Kolbe pointed out, "The deadliest

poison of our time is indifference." As God's children, we need to reverse the 'I don't care' attitude of the rich man to, I

care attitudes of mercy and compassion to avoid spending eternity in the netherworld like him.

As much as no one wants to be poor, it is by accident that people are in that situation. It is equally important to know that

no one has the mandate to take advantage of those in the margin. The first book of Samuel records that the “Lord raises

the needy from the dust; from the ash heap he lifts up the poor, to seat them with nobles and make a glorious throne their

heritage.” (1 Samuel 2: 8). Therefore, the Lord wants us to step out from our comfort zones to assist those in need. Share

your wealth with others; the poor are with you always; open your compassionate eyes, and you will see them. We might

not be St. Vincent de Paul, Mother Theresa, Dorothy Day, etc., in reaching out and our dedication to the poor, but God

constantly wants us to go a step further regardless of our vocations. A step at a time from our comfort zone in response to

this challenge of looking after the less privileged brings an unimaginable harvest. So, many Lazarus' need our attention

with our wealth; as a result, a lot is expected from us. Let us be careful not to fall into the attitude of indifference; instead,

let us be open to the poor because they have a lot to teach us. St. Vincent de Paul succinctly states, "The poor have much to

teach you. You have much to learn from them." Continued on Page 7

THE CONSEQUENCES OF INDIFFERENCEMESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 9/25/2022

8:00am Mass:  +Theresa Grand Foley 

(Al & Joyce Wetzel)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Monday, 9/26/2022

8:00am:  Morning Prayer/Church

Tuesday, 9/27/2022 Memorial of St. Vincent de 

Paul

7:00pm:  RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 9/28/2022

8:00am:  Morning Prayer/Church

Thursday, 9/29/2022 Feast of Sts. Michael, 

Gabriel, and Raphael 

8:00am:  Morning Prayer/Church

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 9/30/2022 Memorial of St. Jerome

8:00am:  Morning Prayer/Church

Saturday, 10/01/2022 Memorial of St. Thérèse of 

the Child Jesus

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  All Parishioners

Sunday, 10/02/2022

8:00am:  +Rita Duffy (Josh & Mary Pattyn)

10:30am Mass:  +Bill Celorie (Lois Celorie)

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 9/18/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

52
$3,676   

(online: $440)

$4,902

Fiscal Year $52,047 $54,849

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
10/01~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon Heather Hannam

10/02~8:00am:  Jim Charriere                                       John Buxman

10/02~10:30am:  Larry Carnahan                               Nancy Carnahan

October Church Cleaners:  Larry Sullivan (503-701-8752)

October Altar Linens:  Elaine Buxman (503-655-7208)

10/02 9:00:  Angela & Randy

11:30:  

Thank you for your donations! 
Your support is very much appreciated.

is the QR code for Parish Soft.  

Travel with Fr. Paschal Ezurike, on our Pilgrimage to 

Ireland and England 

Where: Galway, Our Lady of Knock, Cliffs of Moher, 

Killarney, Dingle Peninsula, Dublin, Downpatrick, City of 

Belfast

Trip Dates: August 11-August 21, 2023 Cost: $4,999.00 

Airfare and ALL-Included, except lunches and travel 

insurance.

To register, please contact (855) 842-8001 or 

(508) 340-9370. You can also register online at 

www.proximotravel.com.

Sept. 25th: JPII Young Adult Crew 10:30 Mass 

Mini Golf at Eagle Landing following Mass.

Oct. 1st: Rosary Bowl NW 9-3pm.  East Salem 

Community Center

Oct. 2nd: Confirmation Class after 10:30 Mass

Blood pressure readings/Hall 9:15

Join the JPII Young Adult Crew (Young Adult Group) on 
October 8th for Mass at 5:30 followed by dinner and 
discussion at the Hive in Oregon City.  The theme is, “Being 
Catholic in the world today”. 

Support the programming and prayer offered 
through local Catholic radio during Mater Dei 

Radio’s 2022 Fall Sharathon, “Pray From The Heart,” 
from October 10 – 14. Make your gift today by visiting 
MaterDeiRadio.com, calling 1-888-823-5286, or using 
the free Hail Mary Media app. Spread the word with 
the resources found on the website, and make sure 

to tune in during this inspiring broadcast event!

Confirmation Classes will start on October 2nd

after the 10:30 Mass in the Hall.

Below is the QR code for Parish Soft.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference. The opposite of art is not ugliness, it’s 

indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy, it’s indifference. And the opposite of life is not 

death, it’s indifference.” – Elie Wiesel

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to

proclaim Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the

kingdom of God, building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the

world, helping one another to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged

to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the

truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

Woe to the soul that does not have Christ dwelling in it

When God was displeased with the Jews, he delivered Jerusalem to the enemy, and they were

conquered by those who hated them; there were no more sacrifices or feasts. Likewise angered at a

soul who had broken his commands, God handed it over to its enemies, who corrupted and totally

dishonored it. When a house has no master living in it, it becomes dark, vile and contemptible,

choked with filth and disgusting refuse. So too is a soul which has lost its master, who once rejoiced

there with his angels. This soul is darkened with sin, its desires are degraded, and it knows nothing

but shame.

Woe to the path that is not walked on, or along which the voices of men are not heard, for then it

becomes the haunt of wild animals. Woe to the soul if the Lord does not walk within it to banish

with his voice the spiritual beasts of sin. Woe to the house where no master dwells, to the field

where no farmer works, to the pilotless ship, storm-tossed and sinking. Woe to the soul without

Christ as its true pilot; drifting in the darkness, buffeted by the waves of passion, storm-tossed at the

mercy of evil spirits, its end is destruction. Woe to the soul that does not have Christ to cultivate it

with care to produce the good fruit of the Holy Spirit. Left to itself, it is choked with thorns and

thistles; instead of fruit it produces only what is fit for burning. Woe to the soul that does not have

Christ dwelling in it; deserted and foul with the filth of the passions, it becomes a haven for all the

vices.

When a farmer prepares to till the soil, he must put on clothing and use tools that are suitable. So,

Christ, our heavenly king, came to till the soil of mankind devastated by sin. He assumed a body

and, using the cross as his ploughshare, cultivated the barren soul of man. He removed the thorns

and thistles which are the evil spirits and pulled up the weeds of sin. Into the fire he cast the straw of

wickedness. And when he had ploughed the soul with the wood of the cross, he planted in it a most

lovely garden of the Spirit, that could produce for its Lord and God the sweetest and most pleasant

fruit of every kind.

(From a homily attributed to Saint Macarius, Bishop)



Know your Catechism

Continued from page 2.

In his epistle to Timothy, Paul urges all, "but you, man of God, pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love,

patience, and gentleness. Compete well for the faith." Keep the commandment until the appearance of the

Lord Jesus Christ…Fight a good fight of faith to win for yourselves the eternal life to which you are being

called…" (1 Timothy 6:11). This is an urgent call to eternal life for all. However, only those who work for it

with faith, patience, love, gentility, care for the poor, and reverence for God and others will get there. Only

those who show mercy to the poor, the weak, and the just would be accepted into the bosom of Abraham, the

Eternal Kingdom, where "better things can be hoped for." Finally, let us be open to teach our brothers and

sisters to use all the tools at their disposal to engage in charitable and compassionate activities for the kingdom

of God. Failure in doing so would be insignificant in pestering Abraham to send salvific help to them when it is

late. Let us use our wealth to help Lazarus (God is my help); in doing so, our good deeds will help us gain

entrance to the bosom of Abraham.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

IV. HOW IS THE SON OF GOD MAN?

Because "human nature was assumed, not absorbed", in the mysterious union of the Incarnation, the Church was

led over the course of centuries to confess the full reality of Christ's human soul, with its operations of intellect

and will, and of his human body. In parallel fashion, she had to recall on each occasion that Christ's human nature

belongs, as his own, to the divine person of the Son of God, who assumed it. Everything that Christ is and does in

this nature derives from "one of the Trinity". The Son of God therefore communicates to his humanity his own

personal mode of existence in the Trinity. In his soul as in his body, Christ thus expresses humanly the divine ways

of the Trinity:

The Son of God. . . worked with human hands; he thought with a human mind. He acted with a human will, and

with a human heart he loved. Born of the Virgin Mary, he has truly been made one of us, like to us in all things

except sin. CCC 470

Christ's soul and his human knowledge

Apollinarius of Laodicaea asserted that in Christ the divine Word had replaced the soul or spirit. Against this error

the Church confessed that the eternal Son also assumed a rational, human soul. CCC 471

This human soul that the Son of God assumed is endowed with a true human knowledge. As such, this knowledge

could not in itself be unlimited: it was exercised in the historical conditions of his existence in space and time.

This is why the Son of God could, when he became man, "increase in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with

God and man", and would even have to inquire for himself about what one in the human condition can learn only

from experience. This corresponded to the reality of his voluntary emptying of himself, taking "the form of a

slave". CCC 472

But at the same time, this truly human knowledge of God's Son expressed the divine life of his person. "The

human nature of God's Son, not by itself but by its union with the Word, knew and showed forth in itself

everything that pertains to God." Such is first of all the case with the intimate and immediate knowledge that the

Son of God made man has of his Father. The Son in his human knowledge also showed the divine penetration he

had into the secret thoughts of human hearts. CCC 473

By its union to the divine wisdom in the person of the Word incarnate, Christ enjoyed in his human knowledge the

fullness of understanding of the eternal plans he had come to reveal. What he admitted to not knowing in this area,

he elsewhere declared himself not sent to reveal. CCC 474



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


