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Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God

MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass
Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass
Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 
Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 
January 1st:  New Yearôs Day Mass:  8am & 
10:30am

RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays ï4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Thursdays ï8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 
receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, 
please call the parish office, 
503-631-2882.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 
Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 
Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in 
advance of the planned date. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR - BEGINNING THE YEAR UNDER THE PROTECTION OF MARY, THE HOLY

MOTHEROF GOD.

.

Dear friends in Christ, in unison with Christians acrossthe globe,we joyfully celebratedthe Savior's Nativity in the

manger last Sunday. The Messiah came to us as a babe so that no one would be intimidated by his presence. He

allowed himself to be born in the most unthinkable place befitting of human birth to let all haveaccessto adore and

worship him. Providentially, the bread of life that satisfiesand giveseternal nourishment was born in the Houseof

Bread (Bethlehem). The Savior's birth changedthe face of the earth with eternal truth and the light of the gospel.

With Christ's Nativity, Christians worldwide celebratedthe birthday of joy, love, happiness,and, more significantly,

peace. In the spirit of this admirable solemnity, last week'sreflection reiterated the reasonfor the global celebration

and admonishedus to ensure that love, justice, and peaceare paramount in our actions and to follow and live the

teachingsof the Savior.

We gratefully assembleon this first day and Sundayof the new year to continue the celebration of the Lord's nativity .

Also, to celebrateand honor Mary, the Holy Mother of God. What an enviable title today's solemnity evokes,Mary,

the Holy Mother of God. At first sight, saysSt. John Neumann,calling Mary the "Mother of God" seemsimpossible.

But its meaning is clarified when we consider the identity of her Son. St. Paul proclaims the profound mystery of

Jesus'identity asthe divine Sonof God and the fully human Sonof Mary .

Undeniably, Mary's title asthe Holy Mother of God is the greatestof her titles. For oneto understand and appreciate

in its magnitude, the greatnessto which Mary was exalted,one needsto comprehendthe sublimity and greatnessof

God. Arnold of Chartres pointed out that "God, by becoming the Son of the BlessedVirgin, establishedher in the

rank far abovethat of the saintsand angels." In his saintly view, St. Anslem says,"When we sayof Mary that sheis

the Mother of God, this alonetranscendseverygreatnessthat canbe namedor imagined after that of God.

Consequently,since Mary is the Holy Mother of God, it is not a misnomer for all God's children to patently and

unequivocallycall the Mother of God our mother too. At the sametime, it is not by accidentthat Holy Mother Church

celebratesthis maternal feast on the first day of the year. The Church, in her wisdom, celebratesMary at the

beginning of the year becauseshehasall it takesto lead us to her only BegottenSon. There are other avenuesto God;

however,God hasgiven us his Mother in a particular way to help us. Mary alwayspoints us to Christ ; shehasnever

placedherself aboveher Son,the Savior; instead,sheleadsus to him.

At the marriage feast at Cana, the Holy Mother of God approached him and interceded on behalf of the helpless

newly married couple drowning in shamebecausethey under planned for their guests. With simple but powerful

information, "they haveno wine" (John 2:3), God's Mother senta significant signal that its accomplishmentwould be

her Son's first miracle. At this teachable ceremony, Christ's Mother taught us to focus on him, listen and obey

whatever he commands. With her last recorded words in the scriptures, "Do whatever he tells you" (John 2:5), she

beamedthe searchlight on Christ and directed everyattention to him.

On this first day of the year, we assembleto begin the year under the patronageof the Holy Mother of God; we offer

prayers to God in honor of the BlessedMary, who with joy gaveto us the fruit of her womb, Jesus,the author of life

and the prince of peace. Authentic happinessand fulfillment in life sprout when we acceptMary as our Mother and

listen to her Son,the prince of peaceand Lord of Lords. Therefore, asweprepare to make our resolutionsin the wake

of this brand-new year, may it be amongour resolutions to give the Holy Mother of God and Jesus,the author of life

and prince of peace,sufficient time in our daily activities.

Additionally, on this World Day of Peace,it is necessaryto call to mind that following the teachingsof Jesusis a

perfect and uncomplicatedway of achievingpeace. It boils down to the instruction of Mary, the Holy Mother of God,

'do whatever he tells you.' John Paul 11 opined that "Striving for peacepresupposesthe welcomingof a fundamental

moral demand,well expressedin the words of St. Paul: "Do not be overcomeby evil, but overcomeevil with good."

(Rom 12:21). Overcoming evil with weaponsof lovebecomeshow eachpersoncancontribute to the peaceof all.

Continued on page7

God is good!All the time! All the time, God is good.



Sunday, 1/01/2023 Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 

Mother of God

8:00am Mass:  All Parishioners

10:30am Mass:  +Garcia Family  (Marina Logue)

Monday, 1/02/2023 Memorial of Sts. Basil The 

Great and Gregory Nazianzen

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +James Gerkman Family 

(David & Rosalie Swanson)

Tuesday, 1/03/2023

6:30pm Mass:  +Robert Cramer (Lois Celorie) 

Wednesday, 1/04/2023 Memorial of St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass: +Frank & Geraldine Dulwick

(The Castro Family)

Thursday, 1/05/2023 Memorial of St. John 

Neumann

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +Char Kile

(Fred & Carolyn DeLange)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 1/06/2023

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Denise Shields (Jenquin Family)

Saturday, 1/07/2023

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Ann Wuester (Becky Wooten)

Sunday, 1/08/2023  Solemnity of the Epiphany 

of the Lord

8:00am Mass: +Ann Wuester (John & Elaine Buxman)

10:30am Mass: All Parishioners

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 
Household 
222 

WEEK OF 12/25/2022
Actual Budget 

Donors $4,016
(online: $?)

$6049

Fiscal Year $121,436 $121,721

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator Extraordinary Minister        

1/07~5:30pm:  Tom Muldoon             Heather Hannam                Jeanne Hubel    

1/08~8:00am:  Pat Keavney Kristine Bible               Jeannine Breshears

1/08~10:30am:  Larry Carnahan         Nancy Carnahan                 Marina Logue

January Church Cleaners: Karen Henry (971-409-0679)

January Altar Linens: Jeanne Hubel (503-544-5054)

Travel with Fr. Paschal Ezurike, on our

Pilgrimage to Ireland and England 

Where: Galway, Our Lady of Knock, Cliffs of Moher, 

Killarney, Dingle Peninsula, Dublin, Downpatrick, City of 

Belfast

Trip Dates: August 11-August 21, 2023 Cost: $4,999.00 

Airfare and ALL-Included, except lunches and travel 

insurance.

To register, please contact (855) 842-8001 or 

(508) 340-9370. You can also register online at 
www.proximotravel.com.

Happy New Year

Wishing you a wonderful 2023

Thank you to all who have turned in a Time, Talent and 
Treasure form.  We have only received 35.  If you have not 
turned in a form please do so.  We are looking for a form 
from everyone. Thank you.

January 8:Blood Pressure readings after the 8am 
Mass/Hall
January 15:  2nd collection for Catholic 
Communication Campaign

The special collection for theCatholic Communication 
Campaign is January 15th.  This campaign engages and 
builds Catholic communities in the United States and 
developing countries using the internet, television, 
radio and print media.  Half of the money collected 
remains here in the Diocese of Portland to fund local 
communications efforts.  Your support helps spread the 
gospel message!  To learn more, visit 
www.usccb.org/ccc.

1/08  9:00:  Team Mary Lou

11:30:







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

The Word took our nature from Mary

TheApostletells us: TheWord took to himselfthesonsof Abraham,andso had to be like his brothersin all

things. He hadthento takea body like ours. This explainsthe fact of Maryôspresence: sheis to providehim

with a bodyof his own, to beofferedfor our sake. Scripturerecordshergiving birth, andsays: Shewrapped

him in swaddlingclothes. Her breasts,which fed him, werecalledblessed. Sacrificewasofferedbecausethe

child washer firstborn. Gabrielusedcarefulandprudentlanguagewhenhe announcedhis birth. He did not

speakof ñwhatwill be born in youòto avoid the impressionthat a bodywould be introducedinto her womb

from outside; he spokeof ñwhatwill be born from youòso that we might know by faith that her child

originatedwithin herandfrom her.

By takingour natureandoffering it in sacrifice,theWord wasto destroyit completelyandtheninvestit with

his own nature,andsoprompttheApostleto say: Thiscorruptiblebodymustput on incorruption; this mortal

bodymustput on immortality. This wasnot donein outwardshowonly, assomehaveimagined. This is not so.

Our Saviortruly becameman,andfrom this hasfollowed thesalvationof manasa whole. Our salvationis in

no way fictitious, nor doesit applyonly to thebody. Thesalvationof thewholeman,that is, of soulandbody,

hasreally beenachievedin theWord himself.

What wasborn of Mary wasthereforehumanby nature,in accordancewith the inspiredScriptures,andthe

bodyof the Lord wasa true body: It wasa true bodybecauseit wasthe sameasours. Mary, you see,is our

sister,for weareall bornfrom Adam.

Thewordsof SaintJohn: theWordwasmadeflesh,bearthesamemeaning,aswe mayseefrom a similar turn

of phrasein Saint Paul: Christ was madea cursefor our sake. Manôsbody hasacquiredsomethinggreat

throughits communionandunionwith theWord. Frombeingmortal it hasbeenmadeimmortal; thoughit was

a living bodyit hasbecomea spiritualone; thoughit wasmadefrom theearthit haspassedthroughthegates

of heaven.

EvenwhentheWord takesabodyfrom Mary, theTrinity remainsa Trinity, with neitherincreasenor decrease.

It is foreverperfect. In theTrinity we acknowledgeoneGodhead,andthusoneGod,theFatherof theWord, is

proclaimedin theChurch.

(From a letter by Saint Athanasius,bishop)

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

ñO Holy Mary! My Mother; into thy blessed trust and special custody, and into the bosom of thy 

mercy, I this day, and every day, and in the hour of my death, commend my soul and body. To thee I 

commit all my anxieties and sorrows, my life, and the end of life, that by thy most holy intercession, 

and by thy merits, all my actions may be directed and governed by thy will and that of thy Son.ò -----

St. Aloysius Gonzaga. 

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi CatholicChurchbeingpartof theuniversalchurchsharesin its mission: to proclaimJesusChrist

who cameto the world to fulfill His fatherôswill ; by proclaimingthe kingdom of God, building up the parish

communityasa witnessto Godôslove andcarefor theworld, helpingoneanotherto becomewhatGodhascalled

usto be. We arethereforeencouragedto work towardGodôspurposeof ñwantingall mento besavedandcometo

theknowledgeof thetruth.ò (1 Tim 2:4).



Know your Catechism

Continuedfrom Page2

In today's Gospelpassage,Luke narrates the accountof the Shepherdsfinding the infant Jesusin Bethlehem,

along with Mary and Joseph. On this unique maternal feast, we focus on Mary to learn from her intriguing

and desirablequalities. Mary's life is brimful with humility, obedienceto God's word, and total submissionto

his will . Also, Mary treasured God's messagein her life, continuously pondering on them and savoring its

sweetness. In the words of the gospel,"Mary kept all thesethings reflecting on them in her heart." (Luke

2:19). Like Mary, the Holy Mother of God and our Mother, acceptingand placing value on God's word and

finding time for personal meditation on the inspired word should be a necessityon our part to grow in grace

and holiness.

BesidesMary's obedienceto God's commands,sheadheredto and obeyedthe laws and customsof her people.

Hence,eight days after Christ's Nativity, Mary and Josephcomplied with the rules regarding circumcision.

And in compliancewith the angel'smessage,they namedthe child Jesus"God saves,"his namepointing to his

missionof being a Savior. "When eight dayswere completedfor his circumcision, he wasnamedJesus." (Luke

2:21). Paul reminds us that at the fullness of time, God senthis Son,born of a woman, born under the law to

ransom (save)us and make us his children. (Galatians 4:4). As we begin the new year, may we strive to imitate

Mary's virtues of obedienceand humility ; for we can never be true children of Mary if we are not humble, St

Alphonsuswarns. Finally, aswe gallantly roll up our sleevesin anticipation of the unforeseengoodiesthat the

year brings, may we resolve to fly to the patronage of Godôsmother for unquantifiable maternal love and

coverage.

Remember,the closerweare to God, the better for us.

HAPPYNEWYEAR

Blessings,
Your servantin Christ,
Fr.Paschal Ezurike

Characteristics common to Jesus' mysteries

Christ's whole earthly life - his words and deeds, his silences and sufferings, indeed his manner of being and 

speaking - is Revelation of the Father. Jesus can say: "Whoever has seen me has seen the Father", and the Father 

can say: "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!"Because our Lord became man in order to do his Father's 

will, even the least characteristics of his mysteries manifest "God's love. . . among us".  CCC 516

Christ's whole life is a mystery of redemption. Redemption comes to us above all through the blood of his 

cross,but this mystery is at work throughout Christ's entire life: -already in his Incarnation through which by 

becoming poor he enriches us with his poverty;- in his hidden life which by his submission atones for our 

disobedience;- in his word which purifies its hearers; in his healings and exorcisms by which "he took our 

infirmities and bore our diseases";- and in his Resurrection by which he justifies us.  CCC 517

Christ's whole life is a mystery of recapitulation. All Jesus did, said and suffered had for its aim restoring fallen 

man to his original vocation:

When Christ became incarnate and was made man, he recapitulated in himself the long history of mankind and 

procured for us a "short cut" to salvation, so that what we had lost in Adam, that is, being in the image and 

likeness of God, we might recover in Christ Jesus.For this reason Christ experienced all the stages of life, thereby 

giving communion with God to all men.  CCC 518


