
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
December 25th , 2022

Solemnity of the Nativity of  the Lord 

MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass
Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass
Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 
Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 
January 1st:  New Year’s Day Mass:  8am & 
10:30am

RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 
receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, 
please call the parish office, 
503-631-2882.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 
Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 
Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in 
advance of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD
Oregon City OR 97045
PHONE: 503-631-2882
FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org
Parish Staff 
Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      
503-631-2882
mpattyn@archdpdx.org
Secretary: Sherrie Havens 
503-631-2882
shavens@archdpdx.org
RE Director: Melissa Payne
503-631-2882
mbear@archdpdx.org
Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         
(C) 503-887-7701
Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor
(C) 503-314-8907
Pastoral Council President:
Matt Anderson 
Administrative Council Chair:
Dan Sweeney
Adoration: Janet Tankersley              
(C) 503-545-2229
Minister Volunteer Coordinators 
Altar Servers: Don Payne 
(H) 503-632-4370
Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 
503-631-3531
Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 
hahannam@juno.com
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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR - THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS.

God is good! All the time! All the time, God is good.

Dear friends in Christ, "Unto us a child is born, unto us, a Son is given, and he shall be called Wonderful

Counsellor, Prince of Peace, Mighty God. And the government shall be upon His shoulders." (Isaiah 9: 6-7).

Indeed, a unique child is born for the salvation of the world. The Bread of life is given birth in the house of Bread

(Bethlehem). A miracle has occurred; a virgin has given birth to the Only Begotten Son of God. A babe who will

be with us forever, as his name (Emmanuel) indicates. He has miraculously taken his enviable position for our

salvation. It is Christmas Day, the birthday of the Lord. We assemble as members of this unique family to

celebrate the Messiah's Nativity; our hearts overflow with joy that God became man (incarnation) for our sake.

Before useful things come to fruition, they must be preceded by a significant degree of preparation. Such is the

important and joyful Christian feast of Christmas, which we anticipate with the advent season. In the Christian

religion, Advent has always been associated with the coming of the Messiah. Advent is when we thrive on making

adequate preparation, a time of waiting and watching, a time of silence and reflection, a time to stay awake, stand

up, and remain focused, and a time for spiritual house cleaning. The season of Advent, as Mother Teresa once

said, "is like springtime in nature, when everything is renewed and is fresh and healthy. Also, Advent sets out to

do this for us; to refresh and make us healthy to receive Christ in whatever form he may decide to come to us." In

short, the Advent season that we just concluded is a period of hopeful expectation for the birth and coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ – Christmas.

Christmas comes from an old English word, 'Christes Maesse', which signifies the Mass of Christ. The Latin

synonym is 'Natalis' while French has it as 'Noel.' The term 'Christmas' was first mentioned in the calendar of

Martyrs in 336 A.D. But most authors favored 4 B.C. to be the beginning of the celebration. However, it is

pertinent and remarkable to note that there is no authentic document to rely on about the exact date of the birth

of Christ. But according to the Julian calendar, December 25 and January 6 (the feast of Epiphany) in the

Egyptian calendar were dates chosen to Christianize the old pagan feast of celebrating the invincible sun god

(Deis Natalis Solis invicti). Some explanations are given for this connection: the birth of Christ was assigned to

December 25, a day of pagan festivity to counteract the pagan worship that was so prominent in the Roman

Empire at that period. Again, the institution of Christmas arose from the custom prevalent in the 4th century,

namely that the birthdays of princes, great politicians, emperors, etc., were accorded solemn celebration and

festivity.

Sequel to these, it was natural for Christians of this period to solemnly celebrate the birth of their Lord, so they

had to choose a symbolic date. According to history, the feast of Christmas was made known to Catholics by St.

Francis of Assisi in about 1226. Francis began the custom of putting up a crib or stable for the Bethlehem event;

he did this precisely to represent more vividly, especially in the young minds, the poverty and sacrifice

surrounding the birth and life of our Savior.

Furthermore, Christmas is a yearly feast and one of the most desirable and well-celebrated by Christians and

non-Christians' across the globe. It is not a thing that should pass unnoticed; therefore, it should be celebrated

with pomp and pageantry. It needs a gross and adequate spiritual, material, and social preparation and which, as

it were, should be a sacrament, a sign, and of course, an outward sign of our inner readiness to receive Christ.

The Holy Mother Church emphasizes and attaches much importance to the spiritual aspect of this preparation.

So, to adequately prepare for this great feast (spiritually and materially), the church, as I earlier indicated,

specially offers us the four weeks before Christmas (Advent season). The gospel ministers, during this time,

admonish us through words of encouragement on the need to get things ready by works of charity and by making

ourselves available for the healing and powerful sacrament of reconciliation/penance. During the busyness of this

period, it is pertinent to remind us that the best preparation for this feast is the spiritual aspect. So, it is always

good to ask: how spiritually prepared am I to welcome the Lord/to celebrate the Lord's Nativity?

Continued on page 7



Sunday, 12/25/2022 Solemnity of the Nativity of 

the Lord

9:00am Mass:  +Carol Siler Yetter

(Jerry & Janeene Siler)

Monday, 12/26/2022 Feast of St. Stephen

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +John Glenn (Josh & Mary Pattyn)

Tuesday, 12/27/2022 Feast of St. John the 

Apostle

6:30pm Mass:  +Lorainne Geschwill (Linda Zacher) 

Wednesday, 12/28/2022  Feast of the Holy 

Innocents

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass: +Ann Wuester (The Pattyn’s)

Thursday, 12/29/2022 

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +Anne Doran (Josh & Mary Pattyn)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 12/30/2022 Feast of the Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  Ralph Wuester (Sherrie Havens)

Saturday, 12/31/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Ann Wuester (Becky Wooten)

Sunday, 1/01/2023 Solemnity of Mary, Mother 

of God 

8:00am Mass:  All Parishioners 

10:30am Mass:  +Garcia Family (Marina Logue)

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 
Household 
222 

WEEK OF 12/18/2022
Actual Budget 

Donors
68

$5,392
(online: $1,682)

$6049

Fiscal Year $117,420 $115,672

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator Extraordinary Minister        

12/31~5:30pm:  Tom Muldoon             Heather Hannam                Becky Wooten     

1/01~8:00am:  Paul Lowry                    Danielle Dryden                  Claudia Evers

1/01~10:30am:   Kevin Horace                  Jerry Siler                       Janeene Siler

January Church Cleaners: Karen Henry (971-409-0679)

January Altar Linens: Jeanne Hubel (503-544-5054)

Travel with Fr. Paschal Ezurike, on our

Pilgrimage to Ireland and England 

Where: Galway, Our Lady of Knock, Cliffs of Moher, 

Killarney, Dingle Peninsula, Dublin, Downpatrick, City of 

Belfast

Trip Dates: August 11-August 21, 2023  Cost: $4,999.00 

Airfare and ALL-Included, except lunches and travel 

insurance.

To register, please contact (855) 842-8001 or 

(508) 340-9370. You can also register online at 
www.proximotravel.com.

Merry Christmas

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and a 

happy New Year.

Thank you to Judy Bible and Tom New for their 
donation of trees to the Church for this Christmas 
season. It was very much appreciated.

Thank you to all who have turned in a time talent 
and treasure form.  If you have not turned in a 
form please do so.  We are looking for a form from 
everyone. Thank you.

Thank you to all those who helped with packing 
food, filling stockings and distributing food to the 
40 families and 130 kids served through Helping 
Hands this year.  We could not have done it 
without your help. 







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

Christian, remember your dignity

Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; let us rejoice. Sadness should have no place on the birthday

of life. The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings us joy with the promise of eternal

happiness.

No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor over sin and

death, finding no man free from sin, came to free us all. Let the saint rejoice as he sees the palm of

victory at hand. Let the sinner be glad as he receives the offer of forgiveness. Let the pagan take

courage as he is summoned to life.

In the fullness of time, chosen in the unfathomable depths of God’s wisdom, the Son of God took for

himself our common humanity in order to reconcile it with its creator. He came to overthrow the devil,

the origin of death, in that very nature by which he had overthrown mankind.

And so at the birth of our Lord the angels sing in joy: Glory to God in the highest, and they

proclaim peace to his people on earth as they see the heavenly Jerusalem being built from all the

nations of the world. When the angels on high are so exultant at this marvelous work of God’s

goodness, what joy should it not bring to the lowly hearts of men?

Beloved, let us give thanks to God the Father, through his Son, in the Holy Spirit, because in his great

love for us he took pity on us, and when we were dead in our sins he brought us to life with Christ, so

that in him we might be a new creation. Let us throw off our old nature and all its ways and, as we

have come to birth in Christ, let us renounce the works of the flesh.

Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share in God’s own nature, do not return by sin to

your former base condition. Bear in mind who is your head and of whose body you are a member. Do

not forget that you have been rescued from the power of darkness and brought into the light of God’s

kingdom.

Through the sacrament of baptism, you have become a temple of the Holy Spirit. Do not drive away

so great a guest by evil conduct and become again a slave to the devil, for your liberty was bought by

the blood of Christ.

(From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, Pope)

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

"The most significant Christmas gift is receiving Christ with a pure heart; therefore, 

endeavor to have the Savior under your roof this season & always. Besides, share this 

supreme treasure (Jesus Christ) with others."   - Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim Jesus Christ

who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God, building up the parish

community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another to become what God has called

us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and come to

the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).



Know your Catechism

Continued from Page 2

In his wisdom on Christmas, St. John Paul 11 said, "It is a meaningful event of salvation within a joyful mood

of praise and thanksgiving to God and a receptiveness of the most tender love that is given to us in the God son

our Savior." (The sign of contradiction). In his general audience on December 17, 2008, Pope Benedict XVI

reflected on the true meaning of Christmas. He pointed out that "Christmas is a privileged opportunity to

meditate on the meaning and value of our existence. The approach of this Solemnity helps us, on the one hand,

to reflect on the drama of history in which people, injured by sin, are perennially in search of happiness and a

fulfilling sense of life and death.

On the other hand, it urges us to meditate on the merciful kindness of God, who came to man to communicate

to him directly the Truth that saves and enables him to partake in his friendship and his life. Therefore, let us

prepare ourselves with humility and simplicity, ready to receive the light, joy, and peace that shine from his

mystery as a gift." So, as Christians and non-Christians celebrate Christmas, let us remember what this period

depicts and not make a mess of it. Let us remember that the birthday of our Lord Jesus Christ is the birthday

of joy, love, happiness, and, more significantly, peace. It is necessary to remind all to keep Christ in our

celebration. Let our celebration not be devoid of Christ's presence.

In conclusion, the Christmas period brings us to the end of the year and not the end of life because, after the

joyful celebrations, the new year sets in, and life continues. The things we couldn't achieve or acquire this year

by the grace of God will be ours next time. Therefore, the Christmas period should not be seen as a season of

material insatiability but as a time to thank God for giving us his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the form of a

baby so that every one of us could have access to him. Let us endeavor to make this year's celebration unique;

celebrate with pomp and pageantry spiritually and materially because no one is sure of the ones to come.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Blessings,

Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike

CHRIST'S WHOLE LIFE IS MYSTERY

Many things about Jesus of interest to human curiosity do not figure in the Gospels. Almost nothing is 

said about his hidden life at Nazareth, and even a great part of his public life is not recounted. What is 

written in the Gospels was set down there "so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that believing you may have life in his name."  CCC 514

The Gospels were written by men who were among the first to have the faith and wanted to share it 

with others. Having known in faith who Jesus is, they could see and make others see the traces of his 

mystery in all his earthly life. From the swaddling clothes of his birth to the vinegar of his Passion 

and the shroud of his Resurrection, everything in Jesus' life was a sign of his mystery. His deeds, 

miracles and words all revealed that "in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily." His humanity 

appeared as "sacrament", that is, the sign and instrument, of his divinity and of the salvation he 

brings: what was visible in his earthly life leads to the invisible mystery of his divine sonship and 

redemptive mission.  CCC 515



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus
Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 
Oregon City 
Catholic Men Serving Our Church and 
Communities.  For More information 
about us, please contact:  David Beaty 
(503) 632-3941 or Joel Bender (503) 
310-3367 or go to: kofc.org/joinus www.philipbenizi.formed.org

Space Available
Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882

Space Available
Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882
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