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Parable of the baren fig tree

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass
Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass
Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass
Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass

Stations of the Cross: 7pm every Friday during Lent

Holy Week: Holy Thursday 7:00pm Mass
Good Friday Stations of the Cross 3:00pm

Mass 7:00pm

Holy Saturday Mass 8:30pm

RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays — 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment
Tuesdays — 7:00-8:00pm (during Lent)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Thursdays — 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction)

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to
receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please
call the parish office.

Baptisms: Call the Parish Office.
Funerals: Call the Parish Office.
Weddings: Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advang
of the planned date.

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com
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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -  REPENT AND BEAR FRUIT, OR BE UPROOTED.

God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, on the second Sunday of this gracious season, we reflected on the glad tidings of the cr
need to wholeheartedly embrace the cross because its message is for our salvation. Also, we were cautione
make ourselves enemies of this valuable means of salvation. Undoubtedly, some of God's children disdain and
the cross, but that should not warrant us to flee from it. Carrying the cross without constraints leads
transformation of the child of God. In last Sunday's second reading, Paul sent a strong warning that some
children, through their lifestyles, have made themselves enemies of the cross. He pointed out that they take
several things they should be ashamed of. Summarily, the reflection challenged all to strive and embrace a life
is not the antithesis to the gospel of the cross.

Brethren, in continuation of our Lenten journey, today's opening prayer reveals the significance and benefits o
prayer, and almsgiving on the lives of Christ's faithful followers. These pillars of lent help to remedy our sins, u
dwindling consciences, and gain us God's incredible mercy. It is necessary to engage in these unique and beauti
which extricate us from the enemy’s grips and lukewarmness; enable us to have a change of heart, embrace i
deeds, and follow the steps of God that spur us into defeating the devil. Fasting helps us to detach ourselv:
unnecessary acts and allows us to be attached to the things of God. Fasting needs discipline to thrive. Prayer h
commune with the Holy Trinity, and almsgiving helps us reach others positively, especially the oppressed and we
in our society. Therefore, these pillars are crucial this period, and we should not ignore them.

The theme of repentance is at the heart of Lenten messages and admonitions. In today's liturgy, St. Paul and
emphatically stress the significance of repentance in our lives. Unless we repent from our iniquities, we shall no
favorable fruits, and failing to produce good fruits leads to eternal damnation. Therefore, repenting and returni
God should be the greatest priority of our Lenten resolutions. In the second reading, St. Paul warns us to learn fro
ancestors and not repeat our ancestor's mistakes. By evoking our ancestors, Paul identifies the Church of Christ
the people of Israel. Their baptism in the red sea made them new and free people. Our ancestors were nourished
the spiritual food of manna and spiritual drink of water from the rock, yet God was not pleased with most of them.
reason is that they were not appreciative and satisfied with all that God did for them; instead, they rebelled
grumbled against God. As a result, God punished them in the desert.

In his note of warning, Paul advises that we should not tow the paths of our ancestors; instead, we should re
faithful, be appreciative, not grumble, rebel, or turn away from his presence in search of our appetites. Some 0
ancestors abandoned the authentic God and turned to fictitious gods to save them. Paul highlights that ""These t
happened to them as an example, and they have been written down as a warning to us. Like our ancestors, many t
pull us away from the right path. These things manifest our insubordination, stubbornness, and laissez-faire attitu
spiritual things. Many of God's children, like our ancestors, have turned away from God and are deep in the wors
material things. Their God is their stomach; their glory is in their shame. Their minds are occupied with earthly t
(Philippians 4:19). Sadly, most people engage in their odious trade and commit unthinkable atrocities to appease
false gods. These unchristian behaviors prevalent in the new Israelites underscore the warnings of St. Paul, so t
shouldn't suffer the tragic fate of some of our faithless and rebellious ancestors. Therefore, there is an urgent ne
those that have derailed, to repent and return to the Lord. And those who think that they are standing secure
take care not to fall. (1 Corinthians 10:12).

Suffering untold hardships is not necessarily a result of one's sins, as many believe. These weird thoughts man
today's gospel. In reply to a question, Jesus shifted the focus towards his audience and warned: *If you do not
you will all perish as they did." Jesus is clear on this point; the victims of Pilate or the earthquake, hurricanes, an
calamities are no worse sinners than we are. All have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God, as Pa
Therefore, every person is admonished to repent, respond to God's grace, and bear fruit. Jesus' warning is sc
should not be taken lightly. Repentance from our sins helps us to be the better version of ourselves.

Continued on Page 7



This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events

Sunday, 3/20/2022
8:00am Mass: All Parishioners
10:30am Mass: +Bill Celorie (Lois Celorie)

Monday, 3/21/2022
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: Fr. Paschal (Mary Lou Silvander)

Tuesday, 3/22/2022

6:30pm Mass: +Gloria Haasl (Dale & Kim McGiriff)
7:00-8:00pm: Reconciliation/Church

7:00pm: RICA/Hall

Wednesday, 3/23/2022
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Robert Prentice (Neil & Pam Erickson)

Thursday, 3/24/2022

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +All the ancestors of Nakajima
7:00pm: Faith Sharing via Zoom

El%ﬁc

Aderdtion

Friday, 3/25/2022 Solemnity of the Annunciation
of the Lord

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +The Winter Family

6:00pm: Soup supper/Hall
7:00pm: Stations of the Cross/Church

8:30am-10:00pm:
Eucharistic Adoration

Saturday, 3/26/2022
4:00-5:00pm: Reconciliation/Church
5:30pm Mass: +Jan Foster (Becky Wooten)

Sunday, 3/27/2022
8:00am Mass: +James Gerkman Family

(David & Rosalie Swanson)
10:30am Mass: All Parishioners

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal (ACA
Thank you to those who have pledged
contribution to ACA. We are at 28% of ou

Please consider the Knights of Columbus rec
In recent talks with the State Deputy from Polan
millions of Poles have committed to praying the
for Peace, at 9pm every night. In solidarity, you
asked to commit to regularly praying the Rosary f
Peace. 9pm Polish time is 1pm on the west coast
anytime would be in solidarity with the people of
Poland. Pray the Rosary each day, until there is P¢

Next week our parish will take up The Catholic Re
Services collection. Funds from this collection pr¢
food to the hungry, support displaced refugees, an
bring Christ’s love and mercy to vulnerable people
and abroad. Next week, please give generously to t
collection and reveal Christ’s Love to those most in
need. Learn more about the collection at
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.

=5 40 Cans for Lent
"% Bring in your cans (or nonperishable items) t
help our Helping Hands Program at St. Philip Benizi.
can bring them to the Parish Hall, the office or leave t
in the Church. Help fight hunger in our community.

e 0 SPB Youth Group Plant Sale!
5T Order forms available at the side door of the
Church or office. Orders MUST be placed and paid for by Ag
10th. Plants will arrive on May 6. Have your plants delive
to you for an additional $20 if it is within the Oregon City ar
If you have any questions, please call Katy at
503-314-8907. You can pay by Venmo, Cash or check.
Don’t forget about the ongoing Pampered Chef’s order to

support the Youth Group. Thank you!

March 20t Lent book study/Library 9:15-10:15am
March 25t: Soup Supper/Hall 6pm

Finance Corner

Registered WEEK OF 3/13/2022
Household Actual Budget
VAL

Stations of the Cross/Church 7pm Donors 195,703 $5,165
March 26/27th: 2nd collection: Catholic Relief Services gL (ontine: $1,460)
Lenten book study/Library 9:15-10:15am Sunday Fiscal Year $177,212 $173,596
Next Weeks Assighments
Ushers Lector/Commentator

Heather Hannam
Kristine Bible
Jerry Siler

3/26~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon
3/27~8:00am: Dave Beaty
3/27~10:30am: Kevin Horace

March Church Cleaners: Janet Tankersly (503-545-2229)
March Altar Linens: Michelle Harrington (971-409-5664)

¢ 3/27 9:00: John & Elaine & Easter Bunny
= 11:30:




. . MARCH 21
Can people convert to Catholicism only during Lenten Weekday
Lent and Easter? 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab
s Lk 4:24-30
People can convert to Catholicism at any time, but Lent and Easter are : Tuesday
especially associated with the journey of believers into our communion. MARCH 22
If a person is in danger of imminent death, reception into the Church can Lenten Weekday
happen in a matter of moments at any time during the year. However, most Dn 3:25, 34-43
people who want to join the Mt 18:21-35
Church needn’t rush. The Wednesday
Church can gradually tutor MARCH 23
them in the life and faith Lenten Weekday
of the community over the : Ili)/lt ?;_11'7512
course of a year or more. tA=
Adult converts normally Thursday
MARCH 24

do this through the Rite Lenten Weekday

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ, LONG ISLAND CATHOLIC

of Christian Initiation of Jer 7:23-28

Adults (RCIA), which helps Lk 11:14-23

move 'pec.)ple fror'n a s.tage Friday

of curiosity and inquiry MARCH 25

into fully conscious and The Annunciation

active participation in the of the Lord
faith and life of the Church. It does this while attending to the rhythm of the Is 7:10-14; 8:10
Church’s liturgical year. 5 Heb 10:4-10

Lk 1:26-38

Lent plays a key role in the RCIA as a season of intense spiritual preparation  :
for those who will be received into the Church at the Easter Vigil. The Easter Saturday

season is the traditional time for new converts to engage in the period of Lerr:fg'nR\SV:ezk(::!a
mystagogy—when they explore with the faith community the significance Hos 6:1—6 Y

of the mysteries they’re now living in their baptism, confirmation, and Lk 18:9-14
celebration of the Eucharist. :

. e i Sunday
Fr. Matthew Allman, CSsR / Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org MARCH 27
Do you have a question for the Padre? Fourth Sunday of Lent
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre. Jos 5:9a, 10-12
........................................................................................................................................................................................... 2 Cor 5:17-21
. Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
aworo FRoM Pope Francis
Fasting, prayer and almsgiving, as preached by Jesus, Timely ;o;la.ics viewed with
enable and express our conversion. The path of poverty and gafhaot,,-: J;g:{:'::;f;:s
self-denial (fasting), concern and loving care for the poor Contetrplorafy Ifséui}i tlhrough
P . . . . e lens o atholic
(almsgiving), and childlike dialogue with the Father (prayer) teaching and traditions.
make it possible for us to live lives of sincere faith, living Frint anddiciialausgnptions|
hope, and effective charity. visit Liguoriorg
LENTEN MESSAGE FOR 2021, NOVEMBER 11, 2020 e e
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SAHARA PRINCE

COMMUNITY |

[ Am!

f you have ever tried to explain a profound

experience of love, fear, or excitement; of music,
nature, or life itself, you know that no words can
adequately capture the essence of that experience. If it
is thus with a human experience, what must it be like
with an experience of God?

Such was the situation with Moses. He came upon
a bush that was burning, yet not burning up. He
probably thought that this was an unfamiliar natural
phenomenon. It was only as he got closer, and a voice
spoke to him that he realized it was not natural at all.
It was a sacred event unfolding at a sacred place. There
God said: “I am the God of your father” (Exodus 3:6).
This was an identification, but not a name. It was only
later when Moses asks for God’s personal name that
God’s real identity was revealed. Or was it?

Scholars agree that the name given is some form

March 20, 2022

Third Sunday of Lent (C)
Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15

1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12

Lk 13:1-9

............................................................................................................

of the verb “to be,” but they are not in agreement as

to which form. Is it “I am who I am,” “I will be who I
will be,” or “I cause to be what has come to be”? The
name indicates that God is the power of existence, but
it is not clear what this means or how it works. Some
commentators maintain that God is telling Moses and
us: This is as close to my full identity as you can come.
You wouldn’t understand it anyway. Be satisfied knowing
that “T Am.”

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Reflect on this idea: profound human
experiences open our minds and hearts to the
experience of God.

Remember, this mysterious incomprehensible
God cares for each of us.

God replied to Moses: | am
who | am....This is what you
will tell the Israelites: | AM

has sent me to you.
EXODUS 3:14




FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

Prayer knocks, fasting obtains, mercy receives

There are three things, my brethren, by which faith stands firm, devotion remains constant, and virtue endu
are prayer, fasting and mercy. Prayer knocks at the door, fasting obtains, mercy receives. Prayer, mercy an
these three are one, and they give life to each other.

Fasting is the soul of prayer; mercy is the lifeblood of fasting. Let no one try to separate them; they c
separated. If you have only one of them or not all together, you have nothing. So, if you pray, fast; if you fa
mercy; if you want your petition to be heard, hear the petition of others. If you do not close your ear to oth
open God’s ear to yourself.

When you fast, see the fasting of others. If you want God to know that you are hungry, know that another is
If you hope for mercy, show mercy. If you look for kindness, show kindness. If you want to receive, give. If
for yourself what you deny to others, your asking is a mockery.

Let this be the pattern for all men when they practice mercy: show mercy to others in the same way, with the
generosity, with the same promptness, as you want others to show mercy to you.

Therefore, let prayer, mercy and fasting be one single plea to God on our behalf, one speech in our defe
threefold united prayer in our favor.

Let us use fasting to make up for what we have lost by despising others. Let us offer our souls in sacrifice by
of fasting. There is nothing more pleasing that we can offer to God, as the psalmist said in prophecy: A sacrifi
God is a broken spirit; God does not despise a bruised and humbled heart.

Offer your soul to God, make him an oblation of your fasting, so that your soul may be a pure offering, a
sacrifice, a living victim, remaining your own and at the same time made over to God. Whoever fails to give thi
God will not be excused, for if you are to give him yourself you are never without the means of giving.

To make these acceptable, mercy must be added. Fasting bears no fruit unless it is watered by mercy. Fasting dries
when mercy dries up. Mercy is to fasting as rain is to the earth. However much you may cultivate your heart, cl
the soil of your nature, root out vices, sow virtues, if you do not release the springs of mercy, your fasting will b
no fruit.

When you fast, if your mercy is thin your harvest will be thin; when you fast, what you pour out in mercy overfl
into your barn. Therefore, do not lose by saving, but gather in by scattering. Give to the poor, and you giv
yourself. You will not be allowed to keep what you have refused to give to others.

(From a sermon by Saint Peter Chrysologus, bishop)

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“Fasting is the soul of prayer; mercy is the lifeblood of fasting. Let no one try to separate them; they cannot be
separated. If you have only one of them or not all together, you have nothing. So, if you pray, fast; if you fast, show
mercy; if you want your petition to be heard, hear the petition of others. If you do not close your ear to others, you

open God’s ear to yourself.” -- Saint Peter Chrysologus, bishop

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to procl
Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of
building up the parish community as a withess to God’s love and care for the world, helping one an
to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s p
of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).



Know your Catechism

MAN IN PARADISE

The first man was not only created good, but was also established in friendship with his Creator and in
with himself and with the creation around him, in a state that would be surpassed only by the glory of
creation in Christ. CCC 374

The Church, interpreting the symbolism of biblical language in an authentic way, in the light of the New Te
and Tradition, teaches that our first parents, Adam and Eve, were constituted in an original “state of holin
justice". This grace of original holiness was "to share in. . .divine life". CCC 375

By the radiance of this grace all dimensions of man's life were confirmed. As long as he remained in the
intimacy, man would not have to suffer or die. The inner harmony of the human person, the harmony betwee
and woman, and finally the harmony between the first couple and all creation, comprised the state called "o
justice”. CCC 376

The "mastery™ over the world that God offered man from the beginning was realized above all within man hi
mastery of self. The first man was unimpaired and ordered in his whole being because he was free from the
concupiscence that subjugates him to the pleasures of the senses, covetousness for earthly goods, and self-asse
contrary to the dictates of reason. CCC 377

The sign of man's familiarity with God is that God places him in the garden. There he lives "to till it and kee
Work is not yet a burden, but rather the collaboration of man and woman with God in perfecting the visible crea
CCC 378

This entire harmony of original justice, foreseen for man in God's plan, will be lost by the sin of our first pare
CCC 379

Continued from page 2
To drive his point home, Jesus narrates the parable of the fig tree that seems only to take up space. Like the garde
in the parable, Jesus loves, cares, and wants the best for us. The garden owner was frustrated because nothing g
came from the fig tree in the orchard. The fig tree's inability to produce fruits despite the care and resources inves
in the orchard prompted the owner's command to cut it down. According to the landowner, *"why should it exhaust
soil? Thanks for the timely intervention and insight of the gardener who promised to add more energy and resource
help the fig tree bear fruit in the future. *'Sir, leave it for this year also, and | shall cultivate the ground around it
fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future.” And if there is no fruit after the second chance, the owner can cut it do
The gardener has high hopes that his commitment to the orchard will not be in vain.

Consequently, the Lord watches each of us, looks into our hearts, and waits for our repentance and change of attit
to bear fruits. God is extremely patient with us, offering us innumerable opportunities to be transformed an
Christ-like. Today and during this Lenten season, we have another chance to use God's unlimited resources to
fruit worthy of our vocation. God is deeply patient with us as the orchard owner, for if God marks our iniquitie
one should live. As Paul said, it is by his grace that we are what we are. God's ineffable love for us needs
appreciated by using the necessary tools available to us.

Finally, like all the others in this season, this reflection calls us to slow down, focus on ourselves, and thrive on s
our blind spots. Blind spots are macro-obstacles that inhibit effective decision-making. They are those things tha
fail to see or choose to ignore, and they keep us from fulfilling our obligations and being our authentic selves. So,
appropriate this season, to beam the cleansing searchlight on such spots, to sharpen our perception and flee wil
blindness. Interestingly, though sad, we readily see others' blind spots and the havoc they emit while remai
ignorant of or deliberately concealing ours. This season calls us to aggressively uproot those thorns that ¢
obstruct, and dwarf our spiritual growth and endeavors. May we harken to the call of repentance, amend our
and bear fruit anytime God demands a report sheet. Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Vour gervant in Chrigt,
Fr. Pagchal €zurife.



F eatured Llstlng'

Larry & Nancy Carnahan

Principal Brokers | Licensed in Oregon

Marlna Log ue
Call or email us today with all of your
NMLS-1620811

FINANCE of AMERICA
-~ MORTGAGE"—

real estate needs:

(503) 804-6029

Nancy@VenturesRealtyGroup.com

Oregon City — Meticulously

f: 855-564-6079
c: 503-317-5464
marina.logue@financeofamerica.com
famadvisor.com/marinalogue

maintamed ranch on 9.53 acres
with large shop — $975.000

Serving the St. Philip Benizi
Community for over 30 years!

M NA LOGUE
03-317-5464
marina498@comcast.net
Change mwater
Change your
Free Water

Eat like a local at your favorite neighborhood watering hole!
Great Food - Good Prices - Family Friendly Dining

The Redland Cafe - 18305 S Redland Rd, Oregon City - 503.631.8646
The Carver Hangar » 16196 SE Hwy 224, Damascus » 503.658.2576
Eagle Creek Saloon - 25960 SE Eagle Creek Rd, Eagle Creek » 503.637.3269

REDLAND NINAAA2 M| | DEMIALHEALTH ASSOCIATE

FAMILY DENTAL \v Vil ', g Family Dentistry

I R]z Z‘;::;il sz,;(')gD_' 6DS‘S]‘_2353 j EXCQ“QV\CQ i mt‘j J.dkood Qdmwh | Marc F. Bian 0, DMD
Dall Preschoo!

Oregon City, OR 97045 www.rediandfamilydental.com

1133 SE 122nd Ave. ¢ Portland, OR 97233
(503) 252-1722 * www.biancodentistry.com

QREDLAND-CONSTRUCI‘ION.com
Local Contractor

Outbuildings - '

Home Remodels Clear Creek

Decks and more... Communications
CCB# 225341

| Council 2325 | Local References YOUR LOCAL CHOICE

(503) 908-3267 FOR QUALITY

Knights of Columbus TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, SERVICES
Oregon City

Catholic Men Serving Our Church
and Communities. For More
information about us, please
contact: David Beaty (503) 632-
3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367

(503) 631-2101

) . www.ccamitc.com
or go to: kofc.org/joinus 18233 S. Fischers Ml Road, Oregon Qity, OR S7045-9696




