
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
March 20, 2022

Third Sunday of Lent

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

Stations of the Cross: 7pm every Friday during Lent 

Holy Week:  Holy Thursday 7:00pm Mass

Good Friday Stations of the Cross 3:00pm

Mass 7:00pm

Holy Saturday Mass 8:30pm

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

Tuesdays – 7:00-8:00pm (during Lent)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please 

call the parish office.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance 

of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882
FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org 

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Job open.  Call the office to 

apply.

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

Parable of the barren fig tree

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, on the second Sunday of this gracious season, we reflected on the glad tidings of the cross and the

need to wholeheartedly embrace the cross because its message is for our salvation. Also, we were cautioned never to

make ourselves enemies of this valuable means of salvation. Undoubtedly, some of God's children disdain and disparage

the cross, but that should not warrant us to flee from it. Carrying the cross without constraints leads to a total

transformation of the child of God. In last Sunday's second reading, Paul sent a strong warning that some of God's

children, through their lifestyles, have made themselves enemies of the cross. He pointed out that they take pride in

several things they should be ashamed of. Summarily, the reflection challenged all to strive and embrace a lifestyle that

is not the antithesis to the gospel of the cross.

Brethren, in continuation of our Lenten journey, today's opening prayer reveals the significance and benefits of fasting,

prayer, and almsgiving on the lives of Christ's faithful followers. These pillars of lent help to remedy our sins, uplift our

dwindling consciences, and gain us God's incredible mercy. It is necessary to engage in these unique and beautiful acts,

which extricate us from the enemy's grips and lukewarmness; enable us to have a change of heart, embrace inspiring

deeds, and follow the steps of God that spur us into defeating the devil. Fasting helps us to detach ourselves from

unnecessary acts and allows us to be attached to the things of God. Fasting needs discipline to thrive. Prayer helps us

commune with the Holy Trinity, and almsgiving helps us reach others positively, especially the oppressed and weak ones

in our society. Therefore, these pillars are crucial this period, and we should not ignore them.

The theme of repentance is at the heart of Lenten messages and admonitions. In today's liturgy, St. Paul and Jesus

emphatically stress the significance of repentance in our lives. Unless we repent from our iniquities, we shall not yield

favorable fruits, and failing to produce good fruits leads to eternal damnation. Therefore, repenting and returning to

God should be the greatest priority of our Lenten resolutions. In the second reading, St. Paul warns us to learn from our

ancestors and not repeat our ancestor's mistakes. By evoking our ancestors, Paul identifies the Church of Christ with

the people of Israel. Their baptism in the red sea made them new and free people. Our ancestors were nourished with

the spiritual food of manna and spiritual drink of water from the rock, yet God was not pleased with most of them. The

reason is that they were not appreciative and satisfied with all that God did for them; instead, they rebelled and

grumbled against God. As a result, God punished them in the desert.

In his note of warning, Paul advises that we should not tow the paths of our ancestors; instead, we should remain

faithful, be appreciative, not grumble, rebel, or turn away from his presence in search of our appetites. Some of our

ancestors abandoned the authentic God and turned to fictitious gods to save them. Paul highlights that "These things

happened to them as an example, and they have been written down as a warning to us. Like our ancestors, many things

pull us away from the right path. These things manifest our insubordination, stubbornness, and laissez-faire attitude in

spiritual things. Many of God's children, like our ancestors, have turned away from God and are deep in the worship of

material things. Their God is their stomach; their glory is in their shame. Their minds are occupied with earthly things.

(Philippians 4:19). Sadly, most people engage in their odious trade and commit unthinkable atrocities to appease their

false gods. These unchristian behaviors prevalent in the new Israelites underscore the warnings of St. Paul, so that we

shouldn't suffer the tragic fate of some of our faithless and rebellious ancestors. Therefore, there is an urgent need for

those that have derailed, to repent and return to the Lord. And those who think that they are standing secure should

take care not to fall. (1 Corinthians 10:12).

Suffering untold hardships is not necessarily a result of one's sins, as many believe. These weird thoughts manifest in

today's gospel. In reply to a question, Jesus shifted the focus towards his audience and warned: "If you do not repent,

you will all perish as they did." Jesus is clear on this point; the victims of Pilate or the earthquake, hurricanes, and other

calamities are no worse sinners than we are. All have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God, as Paul said.

Therefore, every person is admonished to repent, respond to God's grace, and bear fruit. Jesus' warning is scary and

should not be taken lightly. Repentance from our sins helps us to be the better version of ourselves.

Continued on Page 7

REPENT AND BEAR FRUIT, OR BE UPROOTED.MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 3/20/2022 

8:00am Mass:  All Parishioners

10:30am Mass:  +Bill Celorie (Lois Celorie)

Monday, 3/21/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  Fr. Paschal (Mary Lou Silvander)

Tuesday, 3/22/2022 

6:30pm Mass:  +Gloria Haasl (Dale & Kim McGriff)

7:00-8:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

7:00pm:  RICA/Hall

Wednesday, 3/23/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Robert Prentice (Neil & Pam Erickson)

Thursday, 3/24/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +All the ancestors of Nakajima

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 3/25/2022 Solemnity of the Annunciation 

of the Lord

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +The Winter Family

6:00pm:  Soup supper/Hall

7:00pm:  Stations of the Cross/Church

Saturday, 3/26/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Jan Foster (Becky Wooten) 

Sunday, 3/27/2022

8:00am Mass:  +James Gerkman Family  

(David & Rosalie Swanson)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 3/13/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

66
$5,703   

(online: $1,460)

$5,165

Fiscal Year $177,212 $173,596

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
3/26~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon Heather Hannam     

3/27~8:00am:   Dave Beaty                                                    Kristine Bible

3/27~10:30am:  Kevin Horace                                                   Jerry Siler                                  

March Church Cleaners:  Janet Tankersly (503-545-2229) 

March Altar Linens:  Michelle Harrington (971-409-5664)

3/27 9:00:  John & Elaine & Easter Bunny

11:30:

March 20th: Lent book study/Library 9:15-10:15am

March 25th: Soup Supper/Hall 6pm

Stations of the Cross/Church 7pm 

March 26/27th: 2nd collection: Catholic Relief Services

Lenten book study/Library 9:15-10:15am Sunday 

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal (ACA)

Thank you to those who have pledged your 

contribution to ACA.  We are at 28% of our goal.

40 Cans for Lent

Bring in your cans (or nonperishable items) to 

help our Helping Hands Program at St. Philip Benizi.  You 

can bring them to the Parish Hall, the office or leave them 

in the Church.  Help fight hunger in our community.

SPB Youth Group Plant Sale! 
Order forms available at the side door of the 

Church or office.  Orders MUST be placed and paid for by April 
10th. Plants will arrive on May 6th.  Have your plants delivered 
to you for an additional $20 if it is within the Oregon City area. 
If you have any questions, please call Katy at 
503-314-8907. You can pay by Venmo, Cash or check.
Don’t forget about the ongoing Pampered Chef’s order to 
support the Youth Group.  Thank you!

Next week our parish will take up The Catholic Relief 

Services collection.  Funds from this collection provide 

food to the hungry, support displaced refugees, and 

bring Christ’s love and mercy to vulnerable people here 

and abroad. Next week, please give generously to the 

collection and reveal Christ’s Love to those most in 

need.  Learn more about the collection at 

www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.

Please consider the Knights of Columbus request 

In recent talks with the State Deputy from Poland, 

millions of Poles have committed to praying the Rosary, 

for Peace, at 9pm every night.  In solidarity, you are 

asked to commit to regularly praying the Rosary for 

Peace.  9pm Polish time is 1pm on the west coast, but 

anytime would be in solidarity with the people of 

Poland. Pray the Rosary each day, until there is Peace.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“Fasting is the soul of prayer; mercy is the lifeblood of fasting. Let no one try to separate them; they cannot be 

separated. If you have only one of them or not all together, you have nothing. So, if you pray, fast; if you fast, show 

mercy; if you want your petition to be heard, hear the petition of others. If you do not close your ear to others, you 

open God’s ear to yourself.” -- Saint Peter Chrysologus, bishop

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose

of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

Prayer knocks, fasting obtains, mercy receives

There are three things, my brethren, by which faith stands firm, devotion remains constant, and virtue endures. They

are prayer, fasting and mercy. Prayer knocks at the door, fasting obtains, mercy receives. Prayer, mercy and fasting:

these three are one, and they give life to each other.

Fasting is the soul of prayer; mercy is the lifeblood of fasting. Let no one try to separate them; they cannot be

separated. If you have only one of them or not all together, you have nothing. So, if you pray, fast; if you fast, show

mercy; if you want your petition to be heard, hear the petition of others. If you do not close your ear to others, you

open God’s ear to yourself.

When you fast, see the fasting of others. If you want God to know that you are hungry, know that another is hungry.

If you hope for mercy, show mercy. If you look for kindness, show kindness. If you want to receive, give. If you ask

for yourself what you deny to others, your asking is a mockery.

Let this be the pattern for all men when they practice mercy: show mercy to others in the same way, with the same

generosity, with the same promptness, as you want others to show mercy to you.

Therefore, let prayer, mercy and fasting be one single plea to God on our behalf, one speech in our defense, a

threefold united prayer in our favor.

Let us use fasting to make up for what we have lost by despising others. Let us offer our souls in sacrifice by means

of fasting. There is nothing more pleasing that we can offer to God, as the psalmist said in prophecy: A sacrifice to

God is a broken spirit; God does not despise a bruised and humbled heart.

Offer your soul to God, make him an oblation of your fasting, so that your soul may be a pure offering, a holy

sacrifice, a living victim, remaining your own and at the same time made over to God. Whoever fails to give this to

God will not be excused, for if you are to give him yourself you are never without the means of giving.

To make these acceptable, mercy must be added. Fasting bears no fruit unless it is watered by mercy. Fasting dries up

when mercy dries up. Mercy is to fasting as rain is to the earth. However much you may cultivate your heart, clear

the soil of your nature, root out vices, sow virtues, if you do not release the springs of mercy, your fasting will bear

no fruit.

When you fast, if your mercy is thin your harvest will be thin; when you fast, what you pour out in mercy overflows

into your barn. Therefore, do not lose by saving, but gather in by scattering. Give to the poor, and you give to

yourself. You will not be allowed to keep what you have refused to give to others.

(From a sermon by Saint Peter Chrysologus, bishop)



Know your Catechism

Continued from page 2

To drive his point home, Jesus narrates the parable of the fig tree that seems only to take up space. Like the gardener

in the parable, Jesus loves, cares, and wants the best for us. The garden owner was frustrated because nothing good

came from the fig tree in the orchard. The fig tree's inability to produce fruits despite the care and resources invested

in the orchard prompted the owner's command to cut it down. According to the landowner, "why should it exhaust the

soil? Thanks for the timely intervention and insight of the gardener who promised to add more energy and resources to

help the fig tree bear fruit in the future. "Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate the ground around it and

fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future." And if there is no fruit after the second chance, the owner can cut it down.

The gardener has high hopes that his commitment to the orchard will not be in vain.

Consequently, the Lord watches each of us, looks into our hearts, and waits for our repentance and change of attitudes

to bear fruits. God is extremely patient with us, offering us innumerable opportunities to be transformed and be

Christ-like. Today and during this Lenten season, we have another chance to use God's unlimited resources to bear

fruit worthy of our vocation. God is deeply patient with us as the orchard owner, for if God marks our iniquities, no

one should live. As Paul said, it is by his grace that we are what we are. God's ineffable love for us needs to be

appreciated by using the necessary tools available to us.

Finally, like all the others in this season, this reflection calls us to slow down, focus on ourselves, and thrive on seeing

our blind spots. Blind spots are macro-obstacles that inhibit effective decision-making. They are those things that we

fail to see or choose to ignore, and they keep us from fulfilling our obligations and being our authentic selves. So, it is

appropriate this season, to beam the cleansing searchlight on such spots, to sharpen our perception and flee willful

blindness. Interestingly, though sad, we readily see others' blind spots and the havoc they emit while remaining

ignorant of or deliberately concealing ours. This season calls us to aggressively uproot those thorns that choke,

obstruct, and dwarf our spiritual growth and endeavors. May we harken to the call of repentance, amend our ways,

and bear fruit anytime God demands a report sheet. Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

MAN IN PARADISE

The first man was not only created good, but was also established in friendship with his Creator and in harmony

with himself and with the creation around him, in a state that would be surpassed only by the glory of the new

creation in Christ. CCC 374

The Church, interpreting the symbolism of biblical language in an authentic way, in the light of the New Testament

and Tradition, teaches that our first parents, Adam and Eve, were constituted in an original "state of holiness and

justice". This grace of original holiness was "to share in. . .divine life". CCC 375

By the radiance of this grace all dimensions of man's life were confirmed. As long as he remained in the divine

intimacy, man would not have to suffer or die. The inner harmony of the human person, the harmony between man

and woman, and finally the harmony between the first couple and all creation, comprised the state called "original

justice". CCC 376

The "mastery" over the world that God offered man from the beginning was realized above all within man himself:

mastery of self. The first man was unimpaired and ordered in his whole being because he was free from the triple

concupiscence that subjugates him to the pleasures of the senses, covetousness for earthly goods, and self-assertion,

contrary to the dictates of reason. CCC 377

The sign of man's familiarity with God is that God places him in the garden. There he lives "to till it and keep it".

Work is not yet a burden, but rather the collaboration of man and woman with God in perfecting the visible creation.

CCC 378

This entire harmony of original justice, foreseen for man in God's plan, will be lost by the sin of our first parents.

CCC 379



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


