
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
October 23, 2022

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to receive 

Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please call the 

parish office, 

503-631-2882.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance of 

the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882

FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Melissa Payne

503-631-2882

mbear@archdpdx.org

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, following last Sunday's liturgy of the word, we devoted much time on the necessity and

significance of prayer. We prioritized the need to pray without growing weary. Also, we dutifully called to mind the

need to constantly peruse and meditate on the inspired word of God. During the reflection, we reiterated that

devoting time incessantly to prayer and reading and meditating on the Scriptures have unquantifiable benefits that

God's children should not ignore. The readings inundated Christ's followers with the powerful prayerful stories of

Moses and the Widow who encountered the unjust judge. In addition, Paul blatantly shared with us the need to

invest time in the Scriptures. In the words of the great preacher, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for

teaching, for refutation, for correction, and training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be

competent, equipped for every good work... proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or

inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching." (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 4: 2).

Continuing our pilgrimage to the promised land, we assemble in God's sanctuary today, where all are equal in the

Lord. We happily gather in his presence with our hopes, dreams, and challenges. It is a holy place where mercy flows

and love redeems; where the radiation from the Divine kills the improprieties that stymie our speedy race to do

God's will. As broken, exhausted, and forgotten pilgrims, we assemble in God's presence to receive strength and

rejuvenation from the tables of the word and the Eucharist. Today's readings continue with last Sunday's important

theme of prayer, however, with a caveat on the proper disposition of prayer. Today's first reading from the book of

Sirach reminds us that the Lord is a God of justice who knows no favorites because we are all sons and daughters of

God and created in his image and likeness. Therefore, God loves and treats us with kindness and mercy. Sirach

emphasizes that God treats us fairly and shows no partiality to anyone; instead, he listens to the humble prayer of

the just and the lowly. According to Sirach, "The one who serves God willingly is heard; his petition reaches the

heavens. The humble person's prayer pierces the clouds; it does not rest till it reaches its goal." Jesus Ben Sirach's

pronouncements indicate that prayers devoid of humility find no resting place in the Divine presence. Contributing

to the informative stance of humble prayer, the psalmist gives credence to the words of Sirach by affirming that 'the

Lord hears the cry of the poor/lowly/humble and the Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those crushed in

the spirit. Since it is true that the prayer of the poor/humble/lowly person pierces the clouds and reaches its

destination, it becomes incumbent on all of us to conduct our daily activities with humility.

The parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector in today's gospel lays emphasis on the same point. The proud and

arrogant pharisee thought that by relying on his so-called good works and praying to himself instead of to God, he

believes God owes him salvation. The Pharisee, according to his judgment, did everything right before God, even

more than required, but he had no genuine relationship with God. He prays for condemnation of others and not

forgiveness; he lacks compassion for his fellow man. Indeed, the whole of his communication to God sounds more

like a monologue than a prayer. He prayed to himself, saying: "O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of

humanity – greedy, dishonest, adulterous – or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and pay tithes on my

whole income."

From the tone of his hubristic prayer, he shows that he is superior and holier than the tax collector. From his

judgment and assessment, the tax collector should not come near God's temple because he is not qualified. In

everything, but he failed to understand the basic rule that 'you shall worship the Lord your God and only him you

shall serve'; instead, he worshipped and prayed to himself.

Conversely, the humble tax collector knowing full well that he is a public sinner who is not fit to stand before God's

presence, would not even raise his eyes to heaven to ask for favors. Repeatedly, he did what a modest should do; he

beat his breast and left himself at the mercy of God. Using few words, he prayed, "O God, be merciful to me a

sinner." His disposition and attitude made his petition pleasing to God. His lowly/humble state and prayer won him

forgiveness. The tax collector recognized the simple but fundamental truth: all of us have sinned and fallen short of

God's glory; therefore, we cannot earn our way to heaven. Salvation comes from the Lord because our help is from

the Lord who made heaven and earth. We depend totally and utterly on God's gift of grace. God owes us nothing, yet

he gives us everything- his life, mercy, and compassion.

Continued on Page 7

PRAYERS OFFERED WITH HUMILITY WIN GOD’S FAVOR.MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 10/23/2022

8:00am Mass:  All Parishioners

10:30am Mass: +Bernice Hobbs (Lois Celorie)

Monday, 10/24/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +The Wetzel Family (Alfred & Joyce Wetzel)

Tuesday, 10/25/2022

6:30pm Mass:  +Sebastiana Castro

(Diane, Jake & Elizabeth Castro)

7:00pm:  RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 10/26/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +Abud Family (Marina Logue)

Thursday, 10/27/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Rory Zak (Todd & Heather Zak)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 10/28/2022 Feast of Sts. Simon and Jude

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Ann Upton (Dale & Kim McGriff)

Saturday, 10/29/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  All Parishioners

Sunday, 10/30/2022

8:00am:  + Michael Schutt (Veronica Kholer)

10:30am Mass:  +Patsy Sweeney (Dan & Helen Sweeney)

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 10/16/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

62
$4,078   

(online: $840)

$5,025

Fiscal Year $72,824 $73,542

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
10/29~5:30pm: Volunteer                                         Heather Hannam

10/30~8:00am:  Jim Charriere                                      Kristine Bible

10/30~10:30am:  Larry Carnahan                              Nancy Carnahan

October Church Cleaners:  Larry Sullivan (503-701-8752)

October Altar Linens:  Elaine Buxman (503-655-7208)

10/30  9:00:  TML

11:30:  Potluck

All Saints Party for the whole parish
Come celebrate All Saints Day.  Enjoy saint themed games and 

fun for the whole family after the 10:30 Mass on October 30th.  

Please bring a potluck dish.

The Youth Group will be meeting in the Hall on October 

30th from 5:30-8:30pm for a Halloween Party. If you can 

donate carvable pumpkins for our Halloween Party, please 

deliver them to the Hall by Oct. 23rd.  Thank you!

October 23: World Mission Sunday

-JPII Young Adult Crew- Join for Mass at 10:30   

followed by a trip to Bauman Farms

October 30th: Youth & Young Adult Mass

-No RE classes.

-All Saints Party (for the whole parish) after the 

10:30 Mass/Hall.

-Youth group Halloween Party/Hall 5:30-8:30pm

November 1st: All Saints Day Mass: 8am & 

7:00pm

November 6th: Blood pressure readings/Hall 9:15

Tuesday, November 1, 2022 ALL SAINTS DAY RETREAT at Our 

Lady of Peace Retreat –3600 SW 170th Avenue Beaverton

Retreat Master: Fr. Peter Vecellio, OCD.

Retreat from 9am-2:30pm Doors open at 8:15 $40 includes lunch

Register online at www.olpretreat.org; phone the retreat house at

503-649-7127 or email sisters@olpretreat.org

Today is World Mission Sunday. We celebrate this day by 
remembering our baptismal call to bring the Gospel to all!  The 
collection today for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
supports the work and witness of the Mission Church, as it provides 
for priests, religious and lay leaders who offer the Lord’s mercy and 
concrete help to the most vulnerable communities in the Pope’s 
missions.  Thank you for your generosity.

All Saints Day is Tuesday, November 1st.

All Saints day is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass times will be 

8:00am and 7:00pm. 

Our next Adoration Night and Dinner for the whole parish will be 
Sunday, November 6th at 5pm hosted by the JPII Young Adult 
Crew.

Come join the ladies of Saint Philip Benizi Parish at 10am -12:30 
on November 7, in the Hall for Ministry to Ukrainian Children 
displaced from their homes.  It will be a little touch of love from 
the U.S.A. Bring your sewing machine and stitchery skills. All of
the materials will be provided at no cost. You may also take the 
Bear Packet home for the sewing and stuffing. See You Then!!

SPB is in need of someone to mow and weed the church 

grounds.  If you can help with this, please call the office. 

http://www.olpretreat.org/
mailto:sisters@olpretreat.org






FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“True humility is not in the absence of confidence but strength restrained.”—Bill Johnson

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to

proclaim Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the

kingdom of God, building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the

world, helping one another to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged

to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the

truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

ON HUMILITY AND PEACE 

Do not worry about who is and is not on your side: simply make sure that God is with you in all you 

do. Have a clear conscience, and God will defend you. For if God chooses to help you, no malice 

can do you harm. If you know how to suffer in silence, without doubt you will receive the help of 

the Lord. He knows when and how he will free you, so resign yourself into his care. It is for God to 

give help and give freedom from trouble.

For the sake of humility, it is often good for others to know our weaknesses and tax us with 

them. When a man holds himself humbly because of his weakness, it is easy for him to please others 

and calm those who are angry with him. God protects and frees the humble, loves and consoles 

them. He leans down to the humble, he bestows great grace on them, he lifts them from their 

lowliness into glory.

God calls the humble gently to him, and to them he reveals his secrets. If a humble man is 

humiliated, he is happy enough and at peace, because his support is God and not the world. Do not 

count yourself as having made progress until you feel yourself inferior to everyone. A peaceable 

man is of more use than a learned man.

If you are a slave to your feelings, you will see good actions as bad, and you will easily believe the 

worst; a good and peaceful man will see good in everything. Whoever is truly at peace is not 

plagued by suspicion. Whoever is discontented and disturbed will be blown about by gusts of 

suspicion: he cannot rest and will not let others rest either. He often says what he should not say 

and fails to do what it would be best to do. He knows what other people ought to do, but not what 

he should be doing himself.

Worry about your own behavior first; you can worry about other people later. You are good at 

making excuses for your own behavior and showing it in the best light, but you do not want to 

accept the excuses of others. It would be fairer for you to accuse yourself and excuse your 

brother. If you want other people to put up with you, put up with them first.

(FROM THE IMITATION OF CHRIST).



Continued from page 2.
This Gospel parable undoubtedly aims at those who parade themselves as virtuous and despise everyone else. Such

people can be found in our families, parishes, communities, workplaces, etc. The exonerating question for all should

be, 'Am I one of them?' If yes, a change of attitude is urgently required with the grace of God. It is necessary to do

a profound personal reflection with these questions: How do you pray? Do you pray regularly and purposefully?

Do you find prayer helpful? Do you pray like the pharisee or the tax collector? Remember, the tax collector went

home justified, not the pharisee. The one who exalted himself was shamefully humbled, and the one who humbled

himself was incredibly and gloriously exalted.

In today's second reading, St. Paul, the great preacher and good missionary realized that when it comes to eternal

life, we depend on the just judge who has the absolute power to exalt or humiliate. He knew everything came from

God, and with him laid the credit for all his achievements. Paul made this revelation and confession, "I have

competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. From now on, the crown of righteousness awaits me,

which the Lord, the just judge, will award to me on that day." The Lord crowns the efforts of the humble/lowly.

Reminding us that we cannot save ourselves or enter the promise of eternal life through our endeavors is pertinent.

Instead, we need to acknowledge who we are, place our trust in God, and make room for God in our lives. Always

remember, "Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted." (Luke 18:

14).

Finally, this Sunday is this year's Mission Sunday. The Pope asks us to pray for missions and missionaries and to

help financially by contributing today to support the office of the propagation of the faith in her work in the

universal Church. Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

Steubenville NW 2022
Brooke Brown

Fear
A word very present in my mind heading into the 2022 conference. So far in my Steubenville 

experiences, the themes have seemed very specific to me. Like last year for example. If any of 
you read my article last year, you would know that I had an amazing experience. I’d call it my 
“big bang” year. I was able to finally say goodbye to my deceased grandfather in Adoration. Last 
year's theme was Restored, Psalms 80:3. And boy was my faith restored for life. I was finally 
undoubtedly invested in Catholicism. This year's theme was Fearless, John 16:33. I entered the 
conference terrified. Terrified that I wouldn't be able to see my grandfather again. I knew it was 
a once in a lifetime experience that was in the past and wasn’t going to happen again. But there 
was still that little bit of hope that the Steubenville Adoration session would be my way to hang 
out with my grandpa. That fact scared me. Because I knew I was going to be let down. 

During the beginning of the conference, I was fearful of what was to come. I was playing it 
off that I was super excited, but deep down the fear was eating me up. I was just sitting there 
waiting for the truth to hit me like a bus. But when Adoration started and Father came in with 
the monstrance, I knew Jesus was there, and it was like he looked at me and said, “he’s not here 
(my grandpa), but you’re going to be okay.” And I was. Every ounce of fear in my body left. I was 
in a giddy sort of state knowing that everything was going to be alright. The truth didn’t hit me 
like a bus, but patted me on the back. Encouraging me to move on and forward. 

It’s crazy how Steubenville keeps doing that. Somehow picking themes that associate with 
me perfectly. Thank you Steubenville for making it so that my faith was Restored in year one, and 
leaving me Fearless leaving year two. Next year's theme is Refuge, Mathew 11:28. And I can’t 
wait to see what Refuge I’ll need next year.



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


