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God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!
Dear friends in Christ, on the last Sunday of 2021, we celebrated the Solemnity of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. The

Holy Family is crammed with exceptional and exemplary virtues because of its unique characters. It is the family model because of

its excellence and life of integrity. In the words of exhortation of this important feast, we carefully exposed these desirable virtues

inherent in the Holy Family. We prayed to God for the grace to emulate Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Also, we faithfully called to mind

that the family is massively under attack by antagonists of the glad tidings with their antithetical laws. Therefore, protagonists of the

Gospel should courageously stand and defend the institution of marriage from the grip of ungodly people spreading and enforcing

the strange ideas of marriage. The fight is crucial because the destruction of the Church begins with the disintegration of the

families.

Brethren, we sincerely thank God for the gift of 2022. The Almighty God has done great things for us by helping us navigate through

the year 2021. It is the Lord's doing, and we are eternally glad for his guidance, love, and protection. On this first Sunday of 2022, we

gather in sublime thanksgiving to celebrate another significant feast of the Lord, his Epiphany, to the world. We joyously assemble to

commemorate the revelation of God’s Only Begotten Son to the nations by the guidance of a star. The Catechism of the Catholic

Church says, "The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world. The great feast

of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the east.” (CCC 528).

Today, the Church offers thanks to God, who on this memorable day revealed his Only Begotten Son to the nations by the guidance

of a star; and prays to God to grant us mercy that we who know God by faith may behold the beauty of his sublime glory. Christ's

revelation is to all nations; therefore, everyone has the right to adore him. "The magi's coming to Jerusalem to pay homage to the

King of the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of David, the one who will be King of the nations.

Their coming means that pagans can discover Jesus and worship him both, as the Son of God and the Savior of the world, only by

turning towards the Jews and receiving from them the messianic promise as contained in the Old Testament." (CCC 528)

The gospel passage beautifully captures the trip of the Magi from the east under the guidance of the star, and their encounter with

the despot King Herod. Their meeting with baby Jesus and his mother in the house, their offerings and precious gifts: gold,

frankincense, and myrrh, and the warning to depart through another way. With his nativity and its announcement by the Angel to

the Shepherds, the news spread like wildfire. As a result, led by the Spirit, the magi left everything and traveled miles with the star's

guidance to pay homage to the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. One of the fantastic things in today's Gospel is the guidance of the star. "We

saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage" (Matthew 2:2). They had no idea of their destination but, with the

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, were confident that the star would accompany them to their terminus ad quem. Remarkably, even

when it seemed that they had lost the star's vision, their wisdom and inspiration stayed with them. They inquired calmly, "Where is

the newborn King of the Jews?

The Magi wisely and resolutely followed the star. With wisdom, they refused to obey the instructions of Herod. They refused to be

distracted by the political lies of an ambitious self-centered man who was scared that a new king came on board. Their ability to

make sound judgments (wisdom) guided them not to return to Herod. As children of God endowed with wisdom, we should imitate

the magi. We should not allow ourselves to derail from the right path by listening to voices misleading others from the authentic way.

Our focus should be on the teachings of the Church, which, if followed consciously, would lead to eternal life. Children of God should

not be conned by the selfish desires of the likes of Herod and his cohorts. They, who have sold or murdered their conscience and are

ready to do anything to remain in the corridors of power. Such figures package and indiscriminately spread falsehood at the

detriment of others, for their selfish motives. The birth and revelation of the Son of God should inspire us, to truly leave everything

to worship and establish a loving and lasting relationship with the Messiah.

When the magi reached their destination, they did him homage, opened their treasures, and offered the three extraordinary gifts of

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. It behooves us to pay undiluted homage to the Messiah born as a baby to allow us access to him. No

one fears a child, so no one has any convincing reason not to seek him and prostrate before him. Like the magi, we are expected to

offer him outstanding and unforgettable gifts today and always. And this precious gift is the gift of our entire self. We have offered

him everything when we give ourselves, pledging our loyalty. May we authentically, follow the actions of the Magi and offer Jesus a

meaningful gift of ourselves.

Another figure in the gospel passage that calls for attention is King Herod and his attitude. In contrast, we are encouraged to emulate

the actions and wisdom of the Magi in following the star that culminated in finding the baby Jesus and presenting him with the

outstanding gifts that summarized his mission. Consequently, it is appropriate to caution us to flee and shun the attitudes of Herod.

With the breaking news that a King was born, Herod became jittery and depressed because he was convinced in his selfishness that

he would be forever king. Undoubtedly, when greed mingles with narcissism, it leads one to engage in horrific and nefarious

activities. Herod spent time and resources investigating and gathering information surrounding the newborn King; instead of being

in a happy mood, he was planning to execute his evil plans. Deeply perturbed, Herod sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and

search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage." (Matthew 2:8).

Continued on page 7.

“WE SAW HIS STAR AT ITS RISING AND HAVE COME TO DO HIM HOMAGE.” (MATTHEW 2:2).MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 1/2/2022 Solemnity of the Epiphany of 

the Lord

8:00am Mass:  +Robert Dryden (Dryden Family)

10:30am Mass:  All parishioners

Monday, 1/03/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Swanson Family

(Rosalie & David Swanson)

Tuesday, 1/04/2022 Memorial of St. Elizabeth 

Ann Seton

6:30pm Mass:  +Bill Celorie (Lois Celorie)

7:00pm:  RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 1/05/2022 Memorial of St. John 

Neumann

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +Logue Family (Marina Logue)

Thursday, 1/06/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Dick & Alice Hans 

(Marc & Carol Jenquin) 

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 1/07/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Ray Silvander (Mary Lou Silvander)

Saturday, 1/08/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  All parishioners

Sunday, 1/9/2022 Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord

8:00am Mass:  +Richard Dryden (Dryden Family)

10:30am Mass:  +John & Magdalena Perman                

(Nancy & Larry Carnahan)

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 
Household 
218 

WEEK OF 12/26/2021
Actual Budget 

Donors
71

$7,120   
(online: $1,520)

$6,049

Fiscal Year $126,452 $120,598

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events 

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
1/8~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon                                               Heather Hannam 

1/9~8:00am: Paul Lowry                                                     Darby Bender 

1/9~10:30am:  Kevin Horace                                                   Jerry Siler                 

January Church Cleaners:  Karen Henry (971-409-0679)  

January Altar Linens:  Vicky McGaughey (503-730-3077)

1/9 9:00:  Baurer/Person 

11:30:

Below, on the right, is the QR code for Parish Soft.  Point your phone 
camera at the picture and it will take you to the link for donations.

Next weekend, January 8th and 9th we are having olive wood 
carvings available to purchase after all masses. The proceeds 
are to support Christian Catholic families in the Holy Land 
since it is the major source of income for them there. More 
than 75 families in Bethlehem Hand carved these items. They 
are very beautiful and unique items. (Nativities, Crucifixes, 
Rosaries, Statues). The Christian population has dropped from 
22% to less than 2% in the past two decades. And this is a 
way to support them. Thank you for your help and 
support, see the bulletin board for pictures. 

Saint Luke Productions presents: TOLTON: FROM SLAVE TO PRIEST
Tuesday, January 12, 2022 at 7 pm in the Retreat House Chapel.
Hosted by the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows
at Our Lady of Peace Retreat in Beaverton. For more information 
phone 503-649-7127 or visit www.olpretreat.org
A free will offering will be taken.

Thank you for your donations! 
Your support is very much appreciated

1/9/22: Blood pressure check/Grief Support
1/16/22:  Second collection for Catholic 
Communications

Is your marriage going down the wrong track?  Does the 
distance between you seem wide?  The commitment to our 
marriage sacrament can become difficult, and our marriages 
can face serious challenges.  Retrouvaille can help and offers 
hope for a better relationship.  
Oregon Retrouvaille will hold a weekend program for couples 
struggling in their marriages on January 21-23, 2022 at Mount 
Angel Abbey Retreat House in Mount Angel, OR.  For info call 
503-225-9191 or email: Portland@retrouvaille.org
Visit the website:  HelpOurMarriage.org

http://www.olpretreat.org/
mailto:Portland@retrouvaille.org






FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“The Magi, in their wisdom, harkened to the voice of the Angel and followed another way. There is an urgent need 

to take another route to avoid the exploits and intrigues of whatever pulls us away from the right paths. We need to 

abandon the business-as-usual type of life and look for new life by following a new and better route to achieving 

success.” – Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose
of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

The Lord has made his salvation known to the whole world

The loving providence of God determined that in the last days he would aid the world, set on its course to

destruction. He decreed that all nations should be saved in Christ.

A promise had been made to the holy patriarch Abraham in regard to these nations. He was to have a countless

progeny, born not from his body but from the seed of faith. His descendants are therefore compared with the array of

the stars. The father of all nations was to hope not in an earthly progeny but in a progeny from above.

Let the full number of the nations now take their place in the family of the patriarchs. Let the children of the promise

now receive the blessing in the seed of Abraham, the blessing renounced by the children of his flesh. In the persons

of the Magi let all people adore the Creator of the universe; let God be known, not in Judea only, but in the whole

world, so that his name may be great in all Israel.

Dear friends, now that we have received instruction in this revelation of God’s grace, let us celebrate with spiritual

joy the day of our first harvesting, of the first calling of the Gentiles. Let us give thanks to the merciful God, who has

made us worthy, in the words of the Apostle, to share the position of the saints in light; who has rescued us from the

power of darkness, and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved Son. As Isaiah prophesied: the people of the

Gentiles, who sat in darkness, have seen a great light, and for those who dwelt in the region of the shadow of death a

light has dawned. He spoke of them to the Lord: The Gentiles, who do not know you, will invoke you, and the

peoples, who knew you not, will take refuge in you.

This is the day that Abraham saw, and rejoiced to see, when he knew that the sons born of his faith would be blessed

in his seed, that is, in Christ. Believing that he would be the father of the nations, he looked into the future, giving

glory to God, in full awareness that God is able to do what he has promised.

This is the day that David prophesied in the psalms, when he said: All the nations that you have brought into being

will come and fall down in adoration in your presence, Lord, and glorify your name. Again, the Lord has made

known his salvation; in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.

This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the time when the star beckoned the three wise men out of their distant

country and led them to recognize and adore the King of heaven and earth. The obedience of the star calls us to

imitate its humble service: to be servants, as best we can, of the grace that invites all men to find Christ.

Dear friends, you must have the same zeal to be of help to one another; then, in the kingdom of God, to which faith

and good works are the way, you will shine as children of the light: through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and

reigns with God the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

(From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope)



Know your Catechism

Continued from page 2. Herod's life and thoughts were hijacked by jealousy, greed, and selfishness, and such only produces lies

and sinful behaviors. He had no intention of paying obeisance to the newborn King, instead, he wanted to kill him. His evil

ambition led him and his cohorts to commit unthinkable atrocities by killing innocent boys two years and under because he

wanted to perpetuate himself in power. The vile abomination of killing innocent little boys grossly dented his history and eternally

ruined him. It is sad indeed that the likes of Herod are still playing on the world stage today. Inadvertently, most Christians are

shamelessly playing Herod, thereby cursing and destroying themselves; also, messing with gullible and misguided minds, who are

drowning on the wrong path out of ignorance. These weak fellows question every bible verse but wholly devour any message from

their Herods. They are ready to kill and promote disorder at the snap of the finger of their Herods, who stay in their comfortable

palace/hotel and watch with pseudo smiles the fruits of their evil plan. Folks in this category are blindfolded to accept that power

and money are everything. However, from fact checks, power, ambition, money, etc., are not everything and are not permanent.

Power and fortune cause blindness and deafness unless one gives himself to the Lord. They can eternally ruin someone when not

wisely guided.

In conclusion, the last verse of the gospel passage says that "And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they

departed for their country by another way." (Matthew 2: 12). There is an urgent need to take another route to avoid the exploits

and intrigues of people who pull us away from the right paths. We need to abandon the business-as-usual type of life and look for

new life by following a new and better route to achieving success. It is necessary to move away from certain groups of people that

sow bad seeds, and negatively influence others, then cast your lot with those with the same positive values, principles, and

worldviews. We cannot overemphasize the need to take another route for one's salvation and the glory of God. The Magi, in their

wisdom, harkened to the voice of the Angel and followed another way. Summarily, let us consciously follow the star to reach our

desired destination. Let us be a star to others by our positive attitudes and worthy electrifying examples and avoid the slightest

chance of being soaked in greed and selfishness as Herod. Only then can we offer ourselves willingly as a desirable gift to Christ.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

MAN

"God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him, male and female he created them." Man 

occupies a unique place in creation: (I) he is "in the image of God"; (II) in his own nature he unites the spiritual and 

material worlds; (III) he is created "male and female"; (IV) God established him in his friendship.  CCC 355

I. "IN THE IMAGE OF GOD"

Of all visible creatures only man is "able to know and love his creator". He is "the only creature on earth that God has 

willed for himself", and he alone is called to share, by knowledge and love, in God's own life. It was for this end that 

he was created, and this is the fundamental reason for his dignity:

What made you establish man in so great a dignity? Certainly the incalculable love by which you have looked on your 

creature in yourself! You are taken with love for her; for by love indeed you created her, by love you have given her a 

being capable of tasting your eternal Good.  CCC 356

Being in the image of God the human individual possesses the dignity of a person, who is not just something, but 

someone. He is capable of self-knowledge, of self-possession and of freely giving himself and entering into 

communion with other persons. And he is called by grace to a covenant with his Creator, to offer him a response of 

faith and love that no other creature can give in his stead.  CCC 357

God created everything for man, but man in turn was created to serve and love God and to offer all creation back to 

him:

What is it that is about to be created, that enjoys such honour? It is man that great and wonderful living creature, more 

precious in the eyes of God than all other creatures! For him the heavens and the earth, the sea and all the rest of 

creation exist. God attached so much importance to his salvation that he did not spare his own Son for the sake of man. 

Nor does he ever cease to work, trying every possible means, until he has raised man up to himself and made him sit at 

his right hand.  CCC 358



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus
Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 
Oregon City 
Catholic Men Serving Our Church and 
Communities.  For More information 
about us, please contact:  David Beaty 
(503) 632-3941 or Joel Bender (503) 
310-3367 or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


