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ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH

January 2, 2022

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass
Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass
Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass
Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass

RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays - 4:00pm-5:00pm or by Appointment

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Thursdays — 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction)

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to
receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing,
please call the parish office.

Baptisms: Call the Parish Office.

Funerals: Call the Parish Office.

Weddings: Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in
advance of the planned date.

St. Philip Benizi Website:  www.philipbenizi.com
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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR - “WE SAW HIS STAR AT ITS RISING AND HAVE COME TO DO HIM HOMAGE.” (MATTHEW 2:2).

God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, on the last Sunday of 2021, we celebrated the Solemnity of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. The
Holy Family is crammed with exceptional and exemplary virtues because of its unique characters. It is the family model because of
its excellence and life of integrity. In the words of exhortation of this important feast, we carefully exposed these desirable virtues
inherent in the Holy Family. We prayed to God for the grace to emulate Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Also, we faithfully called to mind
that the family is massively under attack by antagonists of the glad tidings with their antithetical laws. Therefore, protagonists of the
Gospel should courageously stand and defend the institution of marriage from the grip of ungodly people spreading and enforcing
the strange ideas of marriage. The fight is crucial because the destruction of the Church begins with the disintegration of the
families.

Brethren, we sincerely thank God for the gift of 2022. The Almighty God has done great things for us by helping us navigate through
the year 2021. It is the Lord's doing, and we are eternally glad for his guidance, love, and protection. On this first Sunday of 2022, we
gather in sublime thanksgiving to celebrate another significant feast of the Lord, his Epiphany, to the world. We joyously assemble to
commemorate the revelation of God’s Only Begotten Son to the nations by the guidance of a star. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church says, ""The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world. The great feast
of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the east.” (CCC 528).

Today, the Church offers thanks to God, who on this memorable day revealed his Only Begotten Son to the nations by the guidance
of a star; and prays to God to grant us mercy that we who know God by faith may behold the beauty of his sublime glory. Christ's
revelation is to all nations; therefore, everyone has the right to adore him. *"The magi's coming to Jerusalem to pay homage to the
King of the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of David, the one who will be King of the nations.
Their coming means that pagans can discover Jesus and worship him both, as the Son of God and the Savior of the world, only by
turning towards the Jews and receiving from them the messianic promise as contained in the Old Testament.” (CCC 528)

The gospel passage beautifully captures the trip of the Magi from the east under the guidance of the star, and their encounter with
the despot King Herod. Their meeting with baby Jesus and his mother in the house, their offerings and precious gifts: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh, and the warning to depart through another way. With his nativity and its announcement by the Angel to
the Shepherds, the news spread like wildfire. As a result, led by the Spirit, the magi left everything and traveled miles with the star's
guidance to pay homage to the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. One of the fantastic things in today's Gospel is the guidance of the star. ""We
saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage" (Matthew 2:2). They had no idea of their destination but, with the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, were confident that the star would accompany them to their terminus ad quem. Remarkably, even
when it seemed that they had lost the star's vision, their wisdom and inspiration stayed with them. They inquired calmly, ""Where is
the newborn King of the Jews?

The Magi wisely and resolutely followed the star. With wisdom, they refused to obey the instructions of Herod. They refused to be
distracted by the political lies of an ambitious self-centered man who was scared that a new king came on board. Their ability to
make sound judgments (wisdom) guided them not to return to Herod. As children of God endowed with wisdom, we should imitate
the magi. We should not allow ourselves to derail from the right path by listening to voices misleading others from the authentic way.
Our focus should be on the teachings of the Church, which, if followed consciously, would lead to eternal life. Children of God should
not be conned by the selfish desires of the likes of Herod and his cohorts. They, who have sold or murdered their conscience and are
ready to do anything to remain in the corridors of power. Such figures package and indiscriminately spread falsehood at the
detriment of others, for their selfish motives. The birth and revelation of the Son of God should inspire us, to truly leave everything
to worship and establish a loving and lasting relationship with the Messiah.

When the magi reached their destination, they did him homage, opened their treasures, and offered the three extraordinary gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. It behooves us to pay undiluted homage to the Messiah born as a baby to allow us access to him. No
one fears a child, so no one has any convincing reason not to seek him and prostrate before him. Like the magi, we are expected to
offer him outstanding and unforgettable gifts today and always. And this precious gift is the gift of our entire self. We have offered
him everything when we give ourselves, pledging our loyalty. May we authentically, follow the actions of the Magi and offer Jesus a
meaningful gift of ourselves.

Another figure in the gospel passage that calls for attention is King Herod and his attitude. In contrast, we are encouraged to emulate
the actions and wisdom of the Magi in following the star that culminated in finding the baby Jesus and presenting him with the
outstanding gifts that summarized his mission. Consequently, it is appropriate to caution us to flee and shun the attitudes of Herod.
With the breaking news that a King was born, Herod became jittery and depressed because he was convinced in his selfishness that
he would be forever king. Undoubtedly, when greed mingles with narcissism, it leads one to engage in horrific and nefarious
activities. Herod spent time and resources investigating and gathering information surrounding the newborn King; instead of being
in a happy mood, he was planning to execute his evil plans. Deeply perturbed, Herod sent them to Bethlehem and said, ""Go and
search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that | too may go and do him homage." (Matthew 2:8).
Continued on page 7.



This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events

Sunday, 1/2/2022 Solemnity of the Epiphany of
the Lord

8:00am Mass: +Robert Dryden (Dryden Family)
10:30am Mass: All parishioners

Monday, 1/03/2022
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Swanson Family
(Rosalie & David Swanson)

Tuesday, 1/04/2022 Memorial of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton

6:30pm Mass: +Bill Celorie (Lois Celorie)

7:00pm: RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 1/05/2022 Memorial of St. John
Neumann

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +Logue Family (Marina Logue)

Thursday, 1/06/2022
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Dick & Alice Hans
(Marc & Carol Jenquin)
7:00pm: Faith Sharing via Zoom

Eucharistic
xS

8:30am-10:00pm: ‘
Eucharistic Adoration T

Adofition

Friday, 1/07/2022

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +Ray Silvander (Mary Lou Silvander)

Saturday, 1/08/2022
4:00-5:00pm: Reconciliation/Church
5:30pm Mass: All parishioners

Sunday, 1/9/2022 Feast of the Baptism of the

Lord

8:00am Mass: +Richard Dryden (Dryden Family)

10:30am Mass: +John & Magdalena Perman
(Nancy & Larry Carnahan)

Next weekend, January 8t and 9t we are having olive wood
carvings available to purchase after all masses. The proceeds
are to support Christian Catholic families in the Holy Land
since it is the major source of income for them there. More
than 75 families in Bethlehem Hand carved these items. They
are very beautiful and unique items. (Nativities, Crucifixes,
Rosaries, Statues). The Christian population has dropped from
22% to less than 2% in the past two decades. And thisis a
way to support them. Thank you for your help and

support, see the bulletin board for pictures.

Is your marriage going down the wrong track? Does the
distance between you seem wide? The commitment to our
marriage sacrament can become difficult, and our marriages
can face serious challenges. Retrouvaille can help and offers
hope for a better relationship.

Oregon Retrouvaille will hold a weekend program for couples
struggling in their marriages on January 21-23, 2022 at Mount
Angel Abbey Retreat House in Mount Angel, OR. For info call
503-225-9191 or email: Portland@retrouvaille.org

Visit the website: HelpOurMarriage.org

Saint Luke Productions presents: TOLTON: FROM SLAVE TO PRIEST
Tuesday, January 12, 2022 at 7 pm in the Retreat House Chapel.
Hosted by the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows
at Our Lady of Peace Retreat in Beaverton. For more information
phone 503-649-7127 or visit www.olpretreat.org

A free will offering will be taken.

1/9/22: Blood pressure check/Grief Support
1/16/22: Second collection for Catholic
Communications

Thank you for your donations!
Your support is very much appreciated

Finance Corner

Registered WEEK OF 12/26/2021

Household Actual Budget
218

Donors $7,120 $6,049
71 (online: $1,520)

Fiscal Year $126,452 $120,598

Below, on the right, is the QR code for Parish Soft. Point your phone
camera at the picture and it will take you to the link for donations.

Ushers Next Weeks Assignments

1/8~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon
1/9~8:00am: Paul Lowry
1/9~10:30am: Kevin Horace

January Church Cleaners: Karen Henry (971-409-0679)
January Altar Linens: Vicky McGaughey (503-730-3077)

¢ 1/99:00: Baurer/Person
» 11:30:

Lector/Commentator
Heather Hannam
Darby Bender
Jerry Siler



http://www.olpretreat.org/
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Calendar

Monday
How is Twelfth Night related to Christmas? JANUARY 3
Christmas Weekday
welfth Night is another name for the Epiphany, which traditionally 1Jn 3:22—4:6

occurred on January 6, the twelfth day after Christmas. Since the 1980s, : Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
United States Catholics have celebrated the Epiphany on the first Sunday after Tuesday

January 1, which is why we’re celebrating it today instead of Thursday. JANUARY 4
Liturgical celebrations are distinguished as solemnities, feasts, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
memorials according to their Religious
importance. The two greatest 1Jn 4:7-10
solemnities, Easter and Christmas, Mk 6:34-44
continue for an octave (eight days). Wednesday
Since the octave of Christmas runs JANUARY 5
from December 25 through January st Jehn ’;’e“ma””'
1 (the solemnity of Mary, the Holy 1 JI:IZ: 1°1p_1 8
Mother of God), it’s not affected MK 6:45-52
by the transfer of the Epiphany -
celebration. : g UL
Christmas is the great gift-giving g Chr;':‘:iAVs:ei oy
day in the United States. In other § 1 Jn 4:19—5:4
cultures—for example, the Latino 2 Lk 4:14-22a
community—the anticipation and Friday
excitement of gift-giving is saved A woman holds a figurine of the Christ Child : JANUARY 7
for Epiphany, the day the Magi during Mass on the feast of the Epiphany. Christmas Weekday
brought their gifts to Jesus. 1 Jn 5:5-13
We often complain about how frenzied Christmas is—how much shopping, Lk 5:12-16
wrapping, and baking there is to do. But Christmas should be a time of Saturday
worship and acknowledging the gift God gave us by sending his Son. JANUARY 8
Epiphany, on the other hand, is made for celebration, gift-giving, going all Christmas Weekday
out. Perhaps someday we can return to the traditions of Epiphany and restore 1 Jn 5:14-21
Christmas as a day of rejoicing and worship. Jn 3:22-30
The Redemptorists Sunday
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org JANUARY 9

[The Lord] is our light: a light that does not dazzle but
accompanies and bestows a unique joy. This light is for
everyone, and it calls each one of us....At the beginning
of each day we can welcome this invitation: arise, shine,
and follow today—among the many shooting stars in the
world—the bright star of Jesus!

The Baptism of the Lord

Is 42:1-4, 67
or ls 40:1-5, 911
Acts 10:34-38
or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

ANGELUS ON EPIPHANY SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2017

© 2022 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish was granted on July 19, 2021, by the Most L] L
Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this Ll Orl
work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in any

form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 PUBLICATIONS
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. To order Liguori Sunday Bulletins, visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521. A Redemptorist Ministry
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Your Light has Come!

any traditional religions have in some way ascribed divinity to light—either they claim that light emanates
from a god or that light itself is divine. This is probably because light is a primal necessity, essential for life.
We find such thinking in today’s readings.

“Your light has come” (Isaiah 60:1) says today’s Old Testament reading. This is Isaiah’s glorious message for
the people of Jerusalem. The city had been destroyed; the people scattered; the future looked bleak. This message
must have filled the people with hope. Not only does light bring them hope, but the light actually streams from
their God. It is the Lord who shines, bestowing his radiance upon them. This light is filled with promise.

The story of the Magi is not meant primarily for children who delight in moving figurines of the three kings a
bit closer to the stable every day. This is an adult story about inner darkness and enlightenment. The strangers,
ignorant of ancient Israel’s traditions, were able to read the signs of the times. Because of their openness, they
found the Light of the World. The learned men of
Jerusalem were well-schooled in the ancient promises,
for they knew where to send the strangers. However,
they felt threatened by these signs. They closed their
minds and hearts to any omens that might imperil their
positions of privilege. They had a chance to benefit i % Pray that all people will be open to read the
from this new light, but they turned their backs on it. i signs of the times. :

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

¥ What is your attitude toward new ways of
understanding your faith?

ADOLSHILLNHS / AOAOINYI NOLNV



FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

The Lord has made his salvation known to the whole world

The loving providence of God determined that in the last days he would aid the world, set on its course to
destruction. He decreed that all nations should be saved in Christ.

A promise had been made to the holy patriarch Abraham in regard to these nations. He was to have a countless
progeny, born not from his body but from the seed of faith. His descendants are therefore compared with the array of
the stars. The father of all nations was to hope not in an earthly progeny but in a progeny from above.

Let the full number of the nations now take their place in the family of the patriarchs. Let the children of the promise
now receive the blessing in the seed of Abraham, the blessing renounced by the children of his flesh. In the persons
of the Magi let all people adore the Creator of the universe; let God be known, not in Judea only, but in the whole
world, so that his name may be great in all Israel.

Dear friends, now that we have received instruction in this revelation of God’s grace, let us celebrate with spiritual
joy the day of our first harvesting, of the first calling of the Gentiles. Let us give thanks to the merciful God, who has
made us worthy, in the words of the Apostle, to share the position of the saints in light; who has rescued us from the
power of darkness, and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved Son. As Isaiah prophesied: the people of the
Gentiles, who sat in darkness, have seen a great light, and for those who dwelt in the region of the shadow of death a
light has dawned. He spoke of them to the Lord: The Gentiles, who do not know you, will invoke you, and the
peoples, who knew you not, will take refuge in you.

This is the day that Abraham saw, and rejoiced to see, when he knew that the sons born of his faith would be blessed
in his seed, that is, in Christ. Believing that he would be the father of the nations, he looked into the future, giving
glory to God, in full awareness that God is able to do what he has promised.

This is the day that David prophesied in the psalms, when he said: All the nations that you have brought into being
will come and fall down in adoration in your presence, Lord, and glorify your name. Again, the Lord has made
known his salvation; in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.

This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the time when the star beckoned the three wise men out of their distant
country and led them to recognize and adore the King of heaven and earth. The obedience of the star calls us to
imitate its humble service: to be servants, as best we can, of the grace that invites all men to find Christ.

Dear friends, you must have the same zeal to be of help to one another; then, in the kingdom of God, to which faith
and good works are the way, you will shine as children of the light: through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with God the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

(From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope)

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“The Magi, in their wisdom, harkened to the voice of the Angel and followed another way. There is an urgent need
to take another route to avoid the exploits and intrigues of whatever pulls us away from the right paths. We need to
abandon the business-as-usual type of life and look for new life by following a new and better route to achieving
success.” — Fr. Pagchal €zurige.

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim
Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,
building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another
to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God'’s purpose
of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).



Know your Catechism

MAN

"God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him, male and female he created them." Man
occupies a unique place in creation: (1) he is "in the image of God"; (I1) in his own nature he unites the spiritual and
material worlds; (1) he is created "male and female"; (IV) God established him in his friendship. CCC 355

I. "IN THE IMAGE OF GOD"

Of all visible creatures only man is "able to know and love his creator”. He is "the only creature on earth that God has
willed for himself", and he alone is called to share, by knowledge and love, in God's own life. It was for this end that
he was created, and this is the fundamental reason for his dignity:

What made you establish man in so great a dignity? Certainly the incalculable love by which you have looked on your
creature in yourself! You are taken with love for her; for by love indeed you created her, by love you have given her a
being capable of tasting your eternal Good. CCC 356

Being in the image of God the human individual possesses the dignity of a person, who is not just something, but
someone. He is capable of self-knowledge, of self-possession and of freely giving himself and entering into
communion with other persons. And he is called by grace to a covenant with his Creator, to offer him a response of
faith and love that no other creature can give in his stead. CCC 357

God created everything for man, but man in turn was created to serve and love God and to offer all creation back to
him:

What is it that is about to be created, that enjoys such honour? It is man that great and wonderful living creature, more
precious in the eyes of God than all other creatures! For him the heavens and the earth, the sea and all the rest of
creation exist. God attached so much importance to his salvation that he did not spare his own Son for the sake of man.
Nor does he ever cease to work, trying every possible means, until he has raised man up to himself and made him sit at
his right hand. CCC 358

Continued from page 2. Herod's life and thoughts were hijacked by jealousy, greed, and selfishness, and such only produces lies
and sinful behaviors. He had no intention of paying obeisance to the newborn King, instead, he wanted to kill him. His evil
ambition led him and his cohorts to commit unthinkable atrocities by killing innocent boys two years and under because he
wanted to perpetuate himself in power. The vile abomination of killing innocent little boys grossly dented his history and eternally
ruined him. It is sad indeed that the likes of Herod are still playing on the world stage today. Inadvertently, most Christians are
shamelessly playing Herod, thereby cursing and destroying themselves; also, messing with gullible and misguided minds, who are
drowning on the wrong path out of ignorance. These weak fellows question every bible verse but wholly devour any message from
their Herods. They are ready to kill and promote disorder at the snap of the finger of their Herods, who stay in their comfortable
palace/hotel and watch with pseudo smiles the fruits of their evil plan. Folks in this category are blindfolded to accept that power
and money are everything. However, from fact checks, power, ambition, money, etc., are not everything and are not permanent.
Power and fortune cause blindness and deafness unless one gives himself to the Lord. They can eternally ruin someone when not
wisely guided.

In conclusion, the last verse of the gospel passage says that ""And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed for their country by another way." (Matthew 2: 12). There is an urgent need to take another route to avoid the exploits
and intrigues of people who pull us away from the right paths. We need to abandon the business-as-usual type of life and look for
new life by following a new and better route to achieving success. It is necessary to move away from certain groups of people that
sow bad seeds, and negatively influence others, then cast your lot with those with the same positive values, principles, and
worldviews. We cannot overemphasize the need to take another route for one's salvation and the glory of God. The Magi, in their
wisdom, harkened to the voice of the Angel and followed another way. Summarily, let us consciously follow the star to reach our
desired destination. Let us be a star to others by our positive attitudes and worthy electrifying examples and avoid the slightest
chance of being soaked in greed and selfishness as Herod. Only then can we offer ourselves willingly as a desirable gift to Christ.
Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Bleossings, YVour gervant in Chrigt,
Fr. Pagchal €zurife.



FINANCE of AMERICA
-~ MORTGAGE"—

f: 855-564-6079
c: 503-317-5464
marina.logue@financeofamerica.com
famadvisor.com/marinalogue

Marlna Logue

NMLSs-1620811

May you enjoy all the happiness
the season can bring, and may
His eternal love bring you peace
throughout the coming year.

God bless you, and may you
have a wonderful Christmas!

Larry & Nancy Carnahan

Principal Brokers | Licensed in Oregon

Call or email us today with all of your

real estate needs:

(503) 804-6029

Nancy@VenturesRealtyGroup.com

Eat like a local at your favorite neighborhood watering hole!
Great Food - Good Prices - Family Friendly Dining

The Redland Cafe - 18305 S Redland Rd, Oregon City - 503.631.8646
The Carver Hangar » 16196 SE Hwy 224, Damascus » 503.658.2576
Eagle Creek Saloon - 25960 SE Eagle Creek Rd, Eagle Creek » 503.637.3269

REDLAND

FAMILY DENTAL

DR. RAINI SPITZE, D.D.S.
18221 S. Redland Rd. 503-631-2353

Oregon City, OR 97045 www.rediandfamilydental.com

MARINA LOGUE

03-317-5464
marina498@comcast.net

Change your
Free Water D

Excellonce mrbj ckddkood educa!wv\
Dﬂyh%mwi

E LTHA TE
Family Dentistry

Marc E. Bianco, DMD

| councilzzzs |

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325,
Oregon City

Catholic Men Serving Our Church and
Communities. For More information
about us, please contact: David Beaty
(503) 632-3941 or Joel Bender (503)
310-3367 or go to: kofc.org/joinus

1133 SE 122nd Ave. ¢ Portland, OR 97233
(503) 252-1722 * www.biancodentistry.com

QREDLAND-CONSTRUCI‘ION.com
Local Contractor

Outbuildings %

Home Remodels
Decks and more...
CCB# 225341

Local References

(503) 908-3267

Clear Creek

Communications

YOUR LOCAL CHOICE
FOR QUALITY
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
SERVICES

(503) 631-2101

www.ccmtc.com
18238 S. Fischers MIll Road, Oregon Qity, OR 97045-9696




