
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
July 24, 2022

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, 

please call the parish office, 

503-631-2882.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in 

advance of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882

FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Melissa Payne

503-631-2882

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

“Lord, teach us to pray”

Luke 11:1-13

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, last Sunday's reflection theme was 'spending time with Jesus changes our lives and

hearts for the better.' Expatiating on this topic, we urged all to avoid the unessential things that seem vital

but are significant obstacles between God and us. As God's children, we should shun any activity that

distracts or diverts our attention from God. In contrast, there is the need to focus on loving and showing

compassion to others, as was evident in Abraham and Sarah's lives. Therefore, we should be reaching out to

strangers and avoiding mistreating or oppressing them. We should be offering them the required assistance

without allowing them to crawl and beg for a cup of drinking water or a plate of hot food. We need to break

the shells of segregation to see Christ in others. Also, we should have time to sit still and listen to the Lord of

works. It is crucial because not having the time or being distracted from sitting at the feet and listening to

Jesus is like working to satisfy your supervisor. While at the same time, the supervisee has no time to listen to

the supervisor. Such action is purely absurd.

In his infinite love, the Lord has offered us another beautiful Sunday as we assemble to listen to the sacred

story of salvation. In today's reading, we observe that when Abraham's visitors headed farther to Sodom, the

Lord remained standing before Abraham. Due to the gravity of the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah, the Lord

decides to destroy the whole city. The would-be father of all nations drew nearer to God and began

bargaining. He asks God for blessing even on the sinful city. He mediates for such an evil city for the sake of

the righteous people living within it. He seems shocked at the notion that God would act unjustly: "Far be it

from you to do such a thing, to make the innocent die with the guilty." Should the fifty innocent people be

unfairly punished? Or forty? Thirty? Abraham stops his questions when he gets to ten people, leaving the

Lord of justice to make the critical decision.

The vital point of the story is persistence in prayer. Abraham refused to take no for an answer and is

determined to receive a favorable response. God was ready to spare the city of Sodom and Gomorrah if one

righteous person lived there. Unfortunately, no one's lifestyle was worth liberating the entire city for. Their

sins polluted and destroyed their relationship with God. Again, it shows that all the sins that they committed

against their fellow citizens or visitors were ultimately abuses against God; and that the God of mercy is also

God of justice. It is a thing to focus our attention on: any sin against our neighbor is a sin against God.

Prophet Jeremiah preaching against the sinfulness of Jerusalem's prophets, used Sodom as a well-known

example: "Adultery, living in lies, siding with the wicked so that no one turns from evil; to me, they are like

Sodom." (Jeremiah 23:14) The inhabitants of Sodom thought that their freedom was a license to do as they

liked. They forgot that there would be a day of reckoning when the merciful God who is also the God of

Justice would be repaying each one accordingly. However, no matter what their sins were, Abraham stood

for them and interceded on their behalf, but his hope of saving at least one soul was overtaken by justice.

Prayers are powerful, and the Lord answers when we call, as the Psalmist affirms, "Lord, on the day I called

for help, you answered me." (Psalm 138), but we must live by God's instructions and not by manufacturing

rules to satisfy our selfish desires and concupiscence drives.

The theme of being firm and consistent in prayer continues in the Gospel passage. As Jesus and his disciples

make their way to Jerusalem, he teaches them by word and by example, how to follow him on the way. At

one point in their journey, they see Jesus doing what he knows how to do best: praying. And one of his

disciples asked him to teach them to pray as John taught his disciples. Jesus gives them threefold teaching.

He begins by simply telling them, "When you pray, say," followed by a brief prayer addressed to God the

Father. Next, the Savior presents a parable illustrating the need for persistence when praying. Then he

concludes with sayings that further develop how a loving father responds to a child who asks.

Continued on Page 7

NEVER GROW WEARY, BE PERSISTENT, THE LORD HEARS THE CRY OF THE POOR.MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 7/24/2022

8:00am Mass: +Mary Setera (Mary Lou Silvander)

10:30am Mass:  +Robert & Emma Sweeney 

(Dan & Helen Sweeney)

Monday, 7/25/2022 Feast of St. James 

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  Rita Duffy (Josh & Mary Pattyn)

Tuesday, 7/26/2022 Memorial of Sts. Joachim and 

Anne

6:30pm Mass:  Catherine Swansberg

(Joel & Darby Bender)

Wednesday, 7/27/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Walter VanDoren Family 

(David & Rosalie Swanson)

Thursday, 7/28/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Jan Szczepanek

(Anna & Jacek Wiktorosicz)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 7/29/2022 Memorial of St. Martha

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Lewis & Ann Douglas

(Todd & Heather Zak)

Saturday, 7/30/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Julia Dale (Fred & Carolyn DeLange)

Sunday, 7/31/2022

8:00am Mass:  Rita Duffy (Josh & Mary Pattyn)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 7/17/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

58
$3,315   

(online: $680)

$4,917

Fiscal Year $11,494 $12,293

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
7/30~5:30pm: Volunteer Tom Muldoon

7/31~8:00am:   Jim Charriere                                         John Buxman

7/31~10:30am:  Larry Carnahan                                   Nancy Carnahan                               

August Church Cleaners:  Janet Tankersly (503-545-2229)  

August Altar Linens:  Alice Bechtold (971-219-0011)

7/31 9:00:  Butch, Janice & M.L.
11:30:  

Save the date!
Our next Adoration/Dinner night is Sunday, July 31st.

Come to the Church at 6:00pm for an hour of 

adoration followed by sandwiches and salads, 

popcorn and movie.  We will be showing the movie 

“FATHER STU” (appropriate for mature audiences).

“Monumental 

Celebrating God’s Greatness” 

is the theme for this years Vacation Bible School 

August 22nd-26th

Kindergarten to 5th grade are welcome. Cost: $20 

per child (Scholarship's available). Register online at 

the link on the website or come to the office.

Start Right help wanted

To count, sort, shuffle and pack school 

supplies for kids in need.  It is a good project for 

Boy and Girl Scouts and church Youth Group.  

August 10th-12th and 15th-18th.  Prince of Life 

Lutheran Church, 13896 S. Meyers Road, Oregon 

City.  See bulletin board for more information.  

Parish Picnic

Mark your calendars for August 21st!  Buster’s BBQ 

will provide the meat. In August look for food tags 

to pick what you would like to bring to the picnic 

(salads, desserts…). There will be games for 

the kids, bingo and fun for the whole family.

Congratulations to Randall and Angela  
Hartmann on the blessing of their 

marriage last Tuesday.  May you have many 
happy years together.

Our condolences go out to the family and   

friends of William Owens who passed into God’s 

loving arms.  Funeral will be at St. John’s, Oregon 

City.  Rosary at 10:00, Funeral Mass at 10:30.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“Prayer is the vital breath of the Christian; not the thing that makes him alive, but the 

evidence that he is alive. We have to pray with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties.” –

Oswald Chambers.

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission:

to proclaim Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming

the kingdom of God, building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care

for the world, helping one another to become what God has called us to be. We are

therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and

come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

Prayer is the light of the spirit

Prayer and converse with God is a supreme good: it is a partnership and union with God. As the eyes of the

body are enlightened when they see light, so our spirit, when it is intent on God, is illumined by his infinite

light. I do not mean the prayer of outward observance but prayer from the heart, not confined to fixed times

or periods, but continuous throughout the day and night.

Our spirit should be quick to reach out toward God not only when it is engaged in meditation; at other times

also, when it is carrying out its duties, caring for the needy, performing works of charity, giving generously

in the service of others, our spirit should long for God, and call him to mind, so that these works may be

seasoned with the salt of God's love, and so make a palatable offering to the Lord of the universe.

Throughout the whole of our lives, we may enjoy the benefit that comes from prayer if we devote a great

deal of time to it.

Prayer is the light of the spirit, true knowledge of God, mediating between God and man. The spirit, raised

up to heaven by prayer, clings to God with the utmost tenderness; like a child crying tearfully for its mother,

it craves the milk that God provides. It seeks the satisfaction of its own desires and receives gifts

outweighing the whole world of nature.

Prayer stands before God as an honored ambassador. It gives joy to the spirit, peace to the heart. I speak of

prayer, not words. It is the longing for God, love too deep for words, a gift not given by man but by God's

grace. The apostle Paul says: "We do not know how we are to pray but the Spirit himself pleads for us with

inexpressible longings."

When the Lord gives this kind of prayer to someone; he gives him riches that cannot be taken away,

heavenly food that satisfies the spirit. One who tastes this food is set on fire with an eternal longing for the

Lord: his spirit burns as in a fire of the utmost intensity.

Practice prayer from the beginning. Paint your house with the colors of modesty and humility. Make it

radiant with the light of justice. Decorate it with the finest gold leaf of good deeds. Adorn it with the walls

and stones of faith and generosity. Crown it with the pinnacle of prayer. In this way you will make it a

perfect dwelling place for the Lord. You will be able to receive him as in a splendid palace, and through his

grace you will already possess him, his image enthroned in the temple of your spirit.

(From a homily by John Chrysostom, bishop). 



Know your Catechism

Continued from page 2

The Lord teaches them his prayer. Although abridged, Luke's version of the Lord's prayer has the same

substance as the one Matthew recorded. The prayer that Jesus teaches is communal, with believers

addressing God as Father. In this prayer, Jesus is outlining how his disciples are to live as children of one

Father. They begin by honoring the holiness of God and praying that God's kingdom will come. Then follows

the petition of supplying daily bread and forgiveness of sins both given and received. Jesus then depicts the

scenario that the disciples could reasonably imagine. The illustration of the necessity of perseverance in

prayer. This recalls the persistent and bold prayer of Abraham in the first reading. The friend's persistence

rightly matches the boldness of Abraham.

The final segment of Jesus' teaching in the passage under review reinforces the necessity of repeatedly asking

God for what we need. Ask, seek, knock. We need to keep asking, seeking, and knocking. We need to pester

the Lord with our petitions. God is not disturbed or angry with our persistence; instead, he gives good things

to his children who ask, even giving them the Holy Spirit.

A significant takeaway from the story of Abraham's petitions and the illustration given by Christ shows that

God's children need to be persistent and never give up on their petitions to God. Secondly, God is never

angry with our perseverance in prayer. Our diligence increases our desire and strengthens our faith. St.

Gregory the Great says, "All holy desires grow by delays. And if they fade because of these delays, they were

never holy desires." Therefore, God's children should be firm and steadfast in prayer even when their

petitions do not receive adequate attention in their estimation and judgment.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings,

Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

III. The Only Son of God

Peter could recognize the transcendent character of the Messiah's divine sonship because Jesus had clearly 

allowed it to be so understood. To his accusers' question before the Sanhedrin, "Are you the Son of God, 

then?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am." Well before this, Jesus referred to himself as "the Son" who 

knows the Father, as distinct from the "servants" God had earlier sent to his people; he is superior even to 

the angels. He distinguished his sonship from that of his disciples by never saying "our Father", except to 

command them: "You, then, pray like this: 'Our Father'", and he emphasized this distinction, saying "my 

Father and your Father".  CCC 443

The Gospels report that at two solemn moments, the Baptism and the Transfiguration of Christ, the voice of 

the Father designates Jesus his "beloved Son". Jesus calls himself the "only Son of God", and by this title 

affirms his eternal pre-existence. He asks for faith in "the name of the only Son of God". In the centurion's 

exclamation before the crucified Christ, "Truly this man was the Son of God", that Christian confession is 

already heard. Only in the Paschal mystery can the believer give the title "Son of God" its full meaning.  

CCC 444

After his Resurrection, Jesus' divine sonship becomes manifest in the power of his glorified humanity. He 

was "designated Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his Resurrection from the 

dead". The apostles can confess: "We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth."  CCC 445



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 

Space Available

Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882


