
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
March 13, 2022

Second Sunday of Lent

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

Stations of the Cross: 7pm every Friday during Lent 

Holy Week:  Holy Thursday 7:00pm Mass

Good Friday Stations of the Cross 3:00pm

Mass 7:00pm

Holy Saturday Mass 8:30pm

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please 

call the parish office.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance 

of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882
FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org 

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Job open.  Call the office to 

apply.

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

Transfiguration of the Lord.

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!
Dear friends in Christ, following the Gospel reading of the first Sunday of lent, which captured the story of the Lord's

temptation, the followers of Christ were strictly and duly admonished not to be fascinated and enticed by the evanescent

promises of the devil. The devil, whose stock in trade is distracting God's children from doing what is right, tempted Jesus

Christ in the desert with food, power, and worldly recognition. These are the easiest snares for catching those with

unbridled appetites and ambitions. The adversary used these arsenals on the son of God on the battlefield without success.

Most of us have repeatedly been defeated and destroyed by the foe with pleasure, power, and pride. Fulton J. Sheen

describes these three snares as the three shortcuts from the cross. They predominantly catch and push us off the ladder.

However, Jesus Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit, and, using different Scripture citations, gallantly humiliated the enemy

in the desert. The words of encouragement mandated us to constantly imitate and follow the ways of Christ and shun the

fleeting enticements of the adversary. This is necessary because the devil constantly prowls around like a roaring lion

looking for the weak ones to devour. (1Peter 5:8).

As we step into the second week of this year's Lenten journey, the Church, through the sacred readings, continues to

encourage us to stand and hold firm our Lenten promises. God's children are required to faithfully embrace the three

strong pillars of the season: To give alms (Charity), detachment from things (Fasting), and constantly be in communion

with God (Prayer). These three holy acts help us reject and stand strong against the ancient serpent's three arsenals. They

disturb and irritate the devil; as such, the devil keeps awake twenty-four/seven, hatching new strategies with which to

distract and disorient the panacea, to temptations that we have embraced. Therefore, we should not relent; instead, we

should be determined to embrace and faithfully live these pillars; in addition, peruse the holy bible to fortify us with God's

word.

One of the powerful messages during the season of Lent is to willingly embrace the cross and follow the Savior that died on

the cross for our sins. Carrying the cross happily leads to fantastic transformation, which is the product of devoutly

engaging in Lenten activities. However, an insignificant number and handful of Christ's disciples authentically yearn for

the cross. The majority has disdain for it. In as much as we do not long and clamor for the cross, we should never make

ourselves either advertently or inadvertently it's enemies. We should not be ashamed of the cross of Christ; instead, we

should glory in it. Arguably, as Paul said, the cross is a stumbling block to the Jews and folly to the Gentiles (1 Cor 1:23),

but the message of the cross is our salvation. It is against this backdrop that St. Paul, in today's second reading, wants all

Christians to lovely live and conduct themselves according to the teachings of Christ. Paul made this Christian call for this

reason, "For many, as I have often told you and now tell you even in tears, conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of

Christ." (Philippians 3:18). The renowned preacher, Paul, noticed a significant shift in the lives of Christ's followers that

necessitated this clarion call. His goal is to assist them in returning to the right path and living as God's children. Paul's

goal is echoed in the readings of this gracious and favorable season which yawns for our return to the Lord.

Furthermore, in his call to dissuade people from becoming enemies of the cross, Paul laments that some sons and daughters

of God have allowed themselves to be remote-controlled by their stomachs and have forgotten that the cross is the crown of

victory. They quickly forget that the cross brought light to those in ignorance and the shadow of death. The cross released

those chained by sin; indeed, the cross redeemed humankind. Such a lifestyle of denying the cross leads to destruction.

Sadly, such brethren glory in the things they should be ashamed of, and they deeply are occupied with transient things.

Their thoughts, dreams, and religion are based on epicurean lifestyles; therefore, they detest Godly things and become

enemies of the cross. Most modern-day Christians are playing in this detestable league. Many are no longer interested in

the things of God; the pursuit of earthly things has overtaken their minute-to-minute thoughts and discussions to the

detriment of God's worship and adoration. Many of us delight in the things that we should be ashamed of. Telling lies,

greed, insatiability, spilling innocent blood, and brazenly denying the truth has recently taken the stage.

On the other hand, most are either secretly or openly cheering the perpetrators of the above turpitude and perversions;

therefore, many Christians are comfortable with such developments. Racism, divisions, and wars are still raising their

execrable heads and thriving in the 21st century; sadly, Christians are behind these anomalies. They take pride in these

divisive and vile acts and see nothing wrong in them. Defrauding and making money at the detriment of others, especially

those on the margins, are applauded and seen as innovative. The Psalmist politely reminds us that the Lord is our light and

salvation. The temporary things we sometimes, blindly pursue at the detriment of our souls, are not the light and salvation.

Our salvation only comes from the Lord, and no other thing would supply it. Our fame, pride, job, position, investments,

etc., are not our light and salvation; why then are we neglecting the light and salvation and wasting our precious time and

resources investing more on passing things? We should endlessly seek and pursue God's face. Continued on Page 7

THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS IS OUR SALVATION; SO, NEVER BE AN ENEMY OF THE CROSS.MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 3/13/2022 

8:00am Mass:  +Marie Pattyn (Mary & Josh Pattyn)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Monday, 3/14/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Sr. Lucinda Shellenbarger

(Fred & Carolyn DeLange)

Tuesday, 3/15/2022 

6:30pm Mass:  +Stephen Hill (Dan & Sherrie Havens)

7:00pm:  RICA/Hall

Wednesday, 3/16/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Richard Kordosky (David & Christa 

Kordosky)

Thursday, 3/17/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +Steven Schutt (Veronica Kholer)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 3/18/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Eugenia Ignasik (Anna & Jacek Wiktorowicz)

7:00pm:  Stations of the Cross

Saturday, 3/19/2022 Solemnity of St. Joseph, 

spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Velma V. Marshall (Joe Marshall) 

Sunday, 3/20/2022

8:00am Mass:  All Parishioners

10:30am Mass:  +Bill Celorie (Lois Celorie)

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 3/06/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

90
$5,905   

(online: $2,146)

$5,101

Fiscal Year $171,509 $167,784

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
3/19~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon Heather Hannam     

3/20~8:00am:   Dave Beaty                                                    John Buxman

3/20~10:30am:  Kevin Horace                                                   Jerry Siler                                  

March Church Cleaners:  Janet Tankersly (503-545-2229) 

March Altar Linens:  Michelle Harrington (971-409-5664)

3/20 9:00: Ed, Barb & Bill, & Patti

11:30: Jim Lombardi & Rosary Makers

March 11th: Stations of the Cross/Church 7pm

March 13th: Lent book study/Library 9:15-10:15am

March 17th: Happy St. Patrick’s Day

March 18th: Stations of the Cross 7pm, Soup/Hall 6pm

March 20th: Lent book study/Library 9:15-10:15am

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal (ACA)

Thank you to those that have pledged your 

contribution to ACA.  Your generosity is very 

much appreciated!  If you have not already done 

so please complete your pledge card, indicating 

your gift or pledge to our Catholic Church in 

Western Oregon.   

Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowls are available at 

the side door. Through CRS Rice Bowl, you help reach 

more than 140 million people with lifesaving support. 

40 Cans for Lent

Bring in your cans (or nonperishable items) to 

help our Helping Hands Program at St. Philip Benizi.  

You can bring them to the Parish Hall, the office or 

leave them in the Church.  Help fight hunger in our 

community.

Please support the SPB Youth Group by ordering 
plants/flowers just in time for Mother's Day. Orders MUST 
be placed and paid for by April 10th. Plants will be 
delivered on May 6th and distributed that afternoon and 
on Sunday between the masses. We will again offer 
delivery for an additional $20 if it is within the Oregon City 
area. If you have any questions, please call Katy at 
503-314-8907. Can pay by Venmo, Cash or check.
Order forms available at the side door of the Church or 
office.

Beginning Saturday, March 12, the faithful will 
no longer be required to wear masks in Catholic 
churches or while attending faith-based Catholic 
activities. Mask use will be optional. 

Thank you for your donations!







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“Humility, obedience, meekness, and love are the virtues that shine through the Cross and the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. O my Jesus, help me imitate you!” --- St. Anthony Mary Claret. 

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose

of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

Repent

Let us fix our attention on the blood of Christ and recognize how precious it is to God his Father, since it was shed

for our salvation and brought the grace of repentance to all the world.

If we review the various ages of history, we will see that in every generation the Lord has offered the opportunity of

repentance to any who were willing to turn to him. When Noah preached God’s message of repentance, all who

listened to him were saved. Jonah told the Ninevites they were going to be destroyed, but when they repented, their

prayers gained God’s forgiveness for their sins, and they were saved, even though they were not of God’s people.

Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the ministers of God’s grace have spoken of repentance; indeed, the Master

of the whole universe himself spoke of repentance with an oath: As I live, says the Lord, I do not wish the death of

the sinner but his repentance. He added this evidence of his goodness: House of Israel, repent of your wickedness.

Tell the sons of my people: If their sins should reach from earth to heaven, if they are brighter than scarlet and

blacker than sackcloth, you need only turn to me with your whole heart and say, “Father,” and I will listen to you as

a holy people.

In other words, God wanted all his beloved ones to have the opportunity to repent and he confirmed this desire by

his own almighty will. That is why we should obey his sovereign and glorious will and prayerfully entreat his mercy

and kindness. We should be suppliant before him and turn to his compassion, rejecting empty works and quarrelling

and jealousy which only lead to death.

Brothers, we should be humble in mind, putting aside all arrogance, pride, and foolish anger. Rather, we should act

in accordance with the Scriptures, as the Holy Spirit says: The wise man must not glory in his wisdom nor the strong

man in his strength nor the rich man in his riches. Rather, let him who glories glory in the Lord by seeking him and

doing what is right and just. Recall especially what the Lord Jesus said when he taught gentleness and

forbearance. Be merciful, he said, so that you may have mercy shown to you. Forgive, so that you may be forgiven. As

you treat others, so you will be treated. As you give, so you will receive. As you judge, so you will be judged. As you

are kind to others, so you will be treated kindly. The measure of your giving will be the measure of your

receiving. Let these commandments and precepts strengthen us to live in humble obedience to his sacred words. As

Scripture asks: Whom shall I look upon with favor except the humble, peaceful man who trembles at my words?

Sharing then in the heritage of so many vast and glorious achievements, let us hasten toward the goal of peace, set

before us from the beginning. Let us keep our eyes firmly fixed on the Father and Creator of the whole universe and

hold fast to his splendid and transcendent gifts of peace and all his blessings.

(From a letter to the Corinthians by Saint Clement, pope)



Know your Catechism

Continued from page 2

In addition, to avoid making ourselves enemies of the cross, we should wholeheartedly lend our ears to the

teachings of Christ, the way, truth, and life. Doing so is in line with the divine injunction that echoed after Jesus'

baptism and transfiguration, "This is my chosen Son, listen to him." (Luke 9:35). Also, it is easy to become an

enemy of the cross when one deliberately bids goodbye to prayers, shuns charitable acts, and knowingly refuses to

honor the Lord's Day by participating in the Eucharistic celebration. Denying oneself the riches embedded in the

miracles of the Mass is refusing to participate in the Lamb's Supper and cross. The Mass is heavenly, golden, and

is beyond any description. Pope John Paul 11 has called the Mass "heaven on earth," explaining that "the liturgy

we celebrate on earth is a mysterious participation in the heavenly liturgy." Adding his voice, a renowned

theologian, Scott Hahn, in his book 'The Lamb's Supper,' states, "This is all about something that's objectively

true, something as real as the heart that beats within you. The Mass - and I mean every single Mass – is heaven on

earth."

In this beautiful passage, Paul reminds us that our citizenship is in heaven, there we also await Jesus Christ, our

Savior. He sends a warning that only those who are transformed and conformed to the teachings of Christ will

have access to the heavenly paradise. Wishing that all to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, Paul

asks us to stand firm in the cross and way of the Lord. The transformation from our old self to a new creature in

Christ is essential to being one with the Lord. God transformed Abram and Sarah's condition by entering into

covenant with them.

Jesus Christ was transfigured before his bosom disciples, and Peter was astounded by what he witnessed. The

Lord's transfiguration enabled Peter, James, and John to descend from the mount of transfiguration to ascend

the mountain of Calvary. During this season of lent, our activities should be geared towards our total

transformation which will aid us in genuine discipleship and disengagement from any activity that makes us

enemies of the Lord's cross. Embracing the cross of Christ cleanses and leads us to the transformation that we all

desire. While shunning the cross of Christ is the genesis of misery and despair. Finally, we pray that our

participation in the sacrifice of the Mass, O Lord, cleanses us of our faults and sanctifies us in body and mind for

the celebration of the paschal festivities. Amen.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

"Each for the other" - "A unity in two"

God created man and woman together and willed each for the other. The Word of God gives us to understand this 

through various features of the sacred text. "It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a helper fit 

for him." None of the animals can be man's partner. The woman God "fashions" from the man's rib and brings to 

him elicits on the man's part a cry of wonder, an exclamation of love and communion: "This at last is bone of my 

bones and flesh of my flesh." Man discovers woman as another "I", sharing the same humanity.  CCC 371

Man and woman were made "for each other" - not that God left them half-made and incomplete: he created them to 

be a communion of persons, in which each can be "helpmate" to the other, for they are equal as persons ("bone of 

my bones. . .") and complementary as masculine and feminine. In marriage God unites them in such a way that, by 

forming "one flesh", they can transmit human life: "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth." By transmitting 

human life to their descendants, man and woman as spouses and parents co-operate in a unique way in the Creator's 

work.  CC 372

In God's plan man and woman have the vocation of "subduing" the earth as stewards of God. This sovereignty is 

not to be an arbitrary and destructive domination. God calls man and woman, made in the image of the Creator 

"who loves everything that exists", to share in his providence toward other creatures; hence their responsibility for 

the world God has entrusted to them.  CCC 373



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


