
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
January 22, 2023

Third Sunday in Ordinary time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please 

call the parish office, 

503-631-2882. 

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance 

of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882

FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Melissa Payne

503-631-2882

mbear@archdpdx.org

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

“Come after me, and I will make you 

fishers of men.”  Matthew 4:19

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR - THE WORD OF GOD IS ALIVE AND ACTIVE.

God is good! All the time! All the time, God is good.

Dear friends in Christ, a few years ago, the Holy Father Pope Francis released an apostolic letter titled,

'Aperuit Illis' instituting the Sunday of the Word of God. In the letter. Pope Francis declared, "I hereby

declare that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study, and dissemination

of the word of God." In continuation of the declaration, he said, “This Sunday of the Word of God will thus

be a fitting part of that time of the year when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with the Jewish

people. On this Sunday, it would be particularly appropriate to highlight the proclamation of the word of the

Lord and to emphasize in the homily the honor that is due." (no.3). He further reasoned that, "Devoting a

specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word of God can enable the Church experience anew, how the

risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches

before the world." (no.2).

Consequent to the Holy Father's declaration, this day (3rd Sunday in ordinary time) is devoted to

celebrating, studying, and disseminating the word of God. In keeping with the direction of Pope Francis, let

us, as individuals, families, and small Christian communities, gather to open and savor the Holy Bible.

Reading and reflecting on the inspired word of God tremendously draw us to a more profound knowledge of

God because, without the Scriptures, the events of the mission of Jesus and his Church in this world would

remain incomprehensible. According to St. Jerome, "Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ."

Pope Francis is not saying anything new; instead, he is only emphasizing on what has been said and

preached in the Church for ages: to love the word of God, read and meditate on the word of God. Christians

are encouraged to develop a love for the word of God and not to be scared, intimidated, or ashamed to read

the Scriptures.

St. Paul, writing to believers, encourages all not to be ashamed of the Gospel but to boldly embrace it

because it is a powerful tool for the salvation of those who believe. Referring to himself, Paul firmly said,

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel. It is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes - for

Jews first, and then Greek." (Rm 1:16). The word of God changes life and miracle comes from the word of

God. As we continue the journey of faith, we are therefore encouraged to make the word of God the mirror

of our life. It is potent to seek and have significant knowledge of God through the scriptures. Besides, the

Church urges us to avoid despising the word of God; instead, to devote time to the reading and meditating

on the word of God. Many have ruined their lives by developing cold feet towards the Scriptures. Prophet

Hosea warned against lack of Knowledge of God when he said, "My people are ruined for lack of knowledge!

Since you have rejected knowledge, I will reject you… Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I will

also forget your children." (Hosea 4:6).

In today's Gospel, we hear Jesus summon others to accept, live, and share the Gospel of the kingdom of God.

He called Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew when they were displaying their skills by

casting a net into the sea, because they were fishermen. And immediately, they followed him. Likewise, he

called two brothers, James, and John, when they were doing what they knew best: mending and casting their

nets, and again they left everything and followed him. He called them to share and proclaim the good news

that results in love, justice, and mercy for the whole world. Just as Jesus called the first apostles, he calls us

to be his devoted disciples, to carry the message to the nooks and crannies of the earth. Jesus calls us to this

union with him, who is the way, truth, and light of the world, from whom we come, through whom we live,

and towards whom we direct our lives. The crucial question is, how ready am I to be a follower without

giving ample excuses not to be a disciple? Continued on page 7



Sunday, 1/22/2023 

8:00am Mass: +The Herbst Family

(Alfred & Joyce Wetzel)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Monday, 1/23/2023 Day of prayer for the 

legal protection of unborn children 

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +Gail Campagna (Paul Gwozdz)

Tuesday, 1/24/2023 Memorial of St. 

Francis De Sales

6:30pm Mass:  +Alfred, Amelia, Victor & 

Shirley Hanauska (Diane Castro) 

7:00pm:  RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 1/25/2023 Feast of the 

Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass: +Ralph & Anna Rapacciuolo

(Paul & Mary Stasiewicz)

Thursday, 1/26/2023 Memorial of Sts. 

Timothy and Titus

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +Eugenia Ignasik

(Anna & Jacek Wiktorowicz)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 1/27/2023

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Kevin Zak (Todd & Heather Zak)

Saturday, 1/28/2023 Memorial of St. 

Thomas Aquinas

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Ann Wuester (Linda Zacher)

Sunday, 1/29/2023

8:00am Mass: All Parishioners 

10:30am Mass:  +Bud George (Ero George)

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

222 

WEEK OF 1/15/2023

Actual Budget 

Donors

62
$3,690

(online: $1,220)

$6,611

Fiscal Year $138,107 $138,110

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator Extraordinary Minister        

1/28~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon          Heather Hannam                  Becky Wooten   

1/29~8:00am:  Paul Lowry               Danielle Dryden                    Claudia Evers

1/29~10:30am:  Larry Carnahan          Jerry Siler                         Marina Logue

January Church Cleaners: Karen Henry (971-409-0679)

January Altar Linens: Jeanne Hubel (503-544-5054)

1/29  9:00am:  Paul & Claudia

11:30am:  

St. Pauly would like to share the impact our clothing shed made over 
the last year:
23,719 pounds of clothing were donated to our shed in 2022.
This was enough to clothe an estimated 4,369 people all over the 
world. St. Philip Benizi received $948.77 from the donations.

Travel with Fr. Paschal Ezurike, on our

Pilgrimage to Ireland and England 

August 11-August 21, 2023 Cost: $4,999.00 Airfare and ALL-

Included, except lunches and travel insurance.

To register, please contact (855) 842-8001 or 

(508) 340-9370. You can also register online at 

www.proximotravel.com.

A thank you message from Ralph Wuester.

On Saturday, Nov. 26th several women before Mass 

individually asked me about Ann. I told them she was really 

bad.  Fr. Paschal came out and asked me about giving Ann 

Confession and Communion.  I asked Ann after Church, she 

said yes.  Fr. Paschal came on Sunday afternoon.  If I waited 

another week to ask Fr. Paschal it would have been to late.  

Ann lost her voice and couldn’t write.  Thank God for these 

women and Fr. Paschal acting so quickly!!  Thank all of you 

who sent sympathy cards to Ann and offered prayers and 

Masses for Ann.  I deeply appreciate it.  And thank God for 

Dorothy Adams’ last clear confession and communion.  

It is time to register for the Steubenville NW 2023 youth conference.
Friday, July 14th through Tuesday, July 18th.
This year's conference theme will be REFUGE (Mt 11:28).
This conference is for those students that are CURRENTLY in 8th 

grade through 12th grade.
I ask that parents/students pay the $50 down payment
(per student) by Feb 15th and our fundraising pays for the 

remainder.
Please contact Katy Schnoor for more details or to sign up. I will be 
registering on January 29th.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.

I interpret as I should, following the command of Christ: Search the Scriptures, and Seek and you

shall find. Christ will not say to me what he said to the Jews: You erred, not knowing the Scriptures

and not knowing the power of God. For if, as Paul says, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom

of God, and if the man who does not know Scripture does not know the power and wisdom of God,

then ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.

Therefore, I will imitate the head of a household who brings out of his storehouse things both new

and old and says to his spouse in the Song of Songs: I have kept for you things new and old, my

beloved. In this way permit me to explain Isaiah, showing that he was not only a prophet, but an

evangelist and an apostle as well. For he says about himself and the other evangelists: How beautiful

are the feet of those who preach good news, of those who announce peace. And God speaks to him as

if he were an apostle: Whom shall I send, who will go to my people? And he answers: Here I am, send

me.

No one should think that I mean to explain the entire subject matter of this great book of Scripture in

one brief sermon, since it contains all the mysteries of the Lord. It prophesies that Emmanuel is to be

born of a virgin and accomplish marvelous works and signs. It predicts his death, burial, and

resurrection from the dead as the Savior of all men. I need say nothing about the natural sciences,

ethics and logic. Whatever is proper to holy Scripture, whatever can be expressed in human language

and understood by the human mind, is contained in the book of Isaiah. Of these mysteries the author

himself testifies when he writes: You shall be given a vision of all things, like words in a sealed

scroll. When they give the writings to a wise man, they will say: Read this. And he will reply: I

cannot, for it is sealed. And when the scroll is given to an uneducated man and he is told: Read this,

he will reply: I do not know how to read.

Should this argument appear weak to anyone, let him listen to the Apostle: Let two or three prophets

speak, and let others interpret; if, however, a revelation should come to one of those who are seated

there, let the first one be quiet. How can they be silent, since it depends on the Spirit who speaks

through his prophets whether they remain silent or speak? If they understood what they were saying,

all things would be full of wisdom and knowledge. But it was not the air vibrating with the human

voice that reached their ears, but rather it was God speaking within the soul of the prophets, just as

another prophet says: It is an angel who spoke in me; and again, crying out in our hearts, Abba,

Father, and I shall listen to what the Lord God says within me.

(From the prologue of the commentary on Isaiah by Saint Jerome, priest)

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of

“wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).



Know your Catechism

Continued from Page 2

Finally, let us make time to read and meditate on the word of God. A good and easy way to begin is by

devoutly reading and reflecting on the daily readings. It is a beautiful way to learn much of the scripture;

we offer 'the Word among us' freely every month. Pick one at the end of each month, and endeavor to read

and reflect on the daily readings. Let the word of God engulf you. Let us appreciate the priceless and

invaluable treasure in the scripture. The Lord consistently extends the life-saving invitation 'Follow me,'

let us say yes to this essential divine summon. Fleeting things and accidie (spiritual sloth) should not

impose obstacles to prevent our voluntary acceptance of the Lord's invitation. Never forget that God loves

you. Appreciate him and his love.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings,

Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike

The Christmas mystery

Jesus was born in a humble stable, into a poor family. Simple shepherds were the first witnesses to this event.

In this poverty heaven's glory was made manifest. The Church never tires of singing the glory of this night:

The Virgin today brings into the world the Eternal

And the earth offers a cave to the Inaccessible.

The angels and shepherds praise him

And the magi advance with the star,

For you are born for us,

Little Child, God eternal! CCC 525

To become a child in relation to God is the condition for entering the kingdom. For this, we must humble

ourselves and become little. Even more: to become "children of God" we must be "born from above" or

"born of God". Only when Christ is formed in us will the mystery of Christmas be fulfilled in us. Christmas

is the mystery of this "marvelous exchange":

O marvelous exchange! Man's Creator has become man, born of the Virgin. We have been made

sharers in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share our humanity. CCC 526

The mysteries of Jesus' infancy

Jesus' circumcision, on the eighth day after his birth, is the sign of his incorporation into Abraham's

descendants, into the people of the covenant. It is the sign of his submission to the Law and his deputation to

Israel's worship, in which he will participate throughout his life. This sign prefigures that "circumcision of

Christ" which is Baptism. CCC 527

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“My people are ruined for lack of knowledge! Since you have rejected knowledge, I will reject 

you from serving as my priest; Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I will also forget 

your children.” Hosea 4: 6



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 
www.philipbenizi.formed.org

Space Available

Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882

Space Available

Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882
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