
St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church

April 12th, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter

Divine Mercy Sunday

Parish Staff
Administrator:             Fr. Peter O. Okola, AJ        

(503)631-2882
pokola@archdpdx.org

Business Manager:                               Karen Henry
                 (503)631-2882                 

khenry@archdpdx.org
Admin. Secretary:                                Gail Williams  

                    gwilliams@archdpdx.org                             
Music Director:                                Debbie Schaffer
                                                              (503)887-7701
Faith Formation and                          Katy Schnoor                                
Youth Minister:                               (503)314-8907

Ministries
Adoration:                                       Janet Tankersley
                 (503)545-2229

Altar Servers:                                   Ed Schneider
                 (971)563-3893
Lectors:                                            Nancy Carnahan
                 (503)804-6029
Ushers:                                               Larry Carnahan
                 (503)804-6418
Email Prayer Chain:                    Heather Hannam 

    hahannam@juno.com

Mass Schedule
Sunday Mass:
Saturday Vigil:                                        5:30pm                             
Sunday:                                      8:00am                             

    10:30am
Daily Mass:
Monday:                                                 8:00am
Tuesday:                                                   6:00pm                                 
Wed-Fri:                                                 8:00am

First Saturday of the Month:
Anointing of the Sick Mass:                8:00am

Holy Days:
Mass:                                                         8:00am
Mass:                                                         6:00pm

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursdays:                              8:30am-7:00pm

Reconciliation
Saturday:                                       4:30-5:20pm 
                               or any day by appointment

Anointing of the Sick and Communion to 
the Homebound

If you or someone you know is homebound and 
would like to receive Communion or the 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, please call 
the parish office.

Baptisms, Funerals, and Weddings

Call the parish office. (For weddings, please 
contact the parish office at least 6 months in 

advance of a potential date. )

Office  Hours this week
Tuesday 10-2pm, Wednesday- Friday 10– 4pm 

18211 S Henrici RD, Oregon 
City, OR, 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882
WEBSITE: www.philipbenizi.com

Mass intentions

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement
St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church, being part of the universal Church, shares in its mission: to proclaim Jesus Christ 

who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God, building up the parish 
community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another to become what God has called us 
to be.  We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the 

knowledge of the truth.”    (1 Tim 2:4).

Office  Hours this week
 

Office  Hours this week
 Tuesday 9-1, Wed & Thursday 9am- 4pm, Friday 9-12pm

Tuesday-Thursday 9am- 5pm, Friday 9-12pm

mailto:pokola@archdpdx.org
http://www.philipbenizi.com/


NEXT WEEK’S ASSIGNMENTS

Date Ushers Lectors EMHCs
Altar 

Servers

4/18
5:30
PM

Clay 
Rosenau

Heather 
Hannam

Jeanne Hubel
Ed Schneider

4/19 
8:00
AM

Scott Bible
Danielle 
Dryden

Kristine 
Bible

Clay Dryden, 
Claire & Grace 

4/19 
10:30

AM

Carla & 
Hugo 

Vazquez

Dan 
Sweeney

Marina 
Logue

Jeff Mitchael, 
Achilles & Ed

Liturgical Events This Week

Second Sunday of Easter
Divine Mercy Sunday 4/12/26

8:00am Mass: + Dave Beaty  (Janice & Butch Searls)        

10:00am Recitation of the Rosary

10:30am Mass:  for all our Parishioners

Monday 4/13/26

7:40am Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: + Les VanDyke            ( Jan Alderman)                

Tuesday 4/14/26    

6:00pm Mass:  + Gary Crane              (Becky Wooten)

6:45pm Faith Sharing  

Wednesday 4/15/26

7:40am Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  + Matthew Logue      (Marina Logue)                 

Thursday 4/16/26   

7:40am Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  + Tamara Muldoon    (Tom Muldoon)

8:30am-
7:00pm

Eucharistic Adoration

Friday 4/17/26

7:40am Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am
Mass: + Robert & Mary Clare Muldoon   
                                                      (Tom Muldoon) 

Saturday 4/18/26  

4:30-
5:20pm

Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm
Sunday Vigil Mass: + Attie Williams

                                      (Bob & Atalie Williams)

Third Sunday of Easter 4/19/26 

8:00am Mass: + Bob Banasky     (the Pattyn Family)

10:00am Recitation of the Rosary

10:30am Mass:  for all our Parishioners

April           
Church Cleaners

April         
Altar Linens

Coffee Hour Servers 
4/19

Caroline Greulich Jeanne Hubel
9am: Paul & Claudia
11:30am: Volunteer

Come Join Us!

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
                                                                DEAN HARRIS 

                                     WHO RECEIVED THE 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

AND HOLY COMMUNION  ON   
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH 

THAT THE GIFTS RECEIVED AT BAPTISM MAY BE 
STRENGTHENED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND INFLAME A 

DESIRE TO LIVE AS A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST.

Hiring at SPB
The Business Manager job here is open to parishioners.  

If you are interested, please let Father Peter know 
and/or contact the office for more information.  

This could be the opportunity you have been waiting 
for.  The hours ,pay, benefits and responsibilities are  all 

open to negotiation.

Check out the bulletin board in the Narthex for more 
information on events at our parish and around our 

Archdiocese

The  Word Among Us are available at 
the doors of the church. 

Please pick up your free copy! 
Why come to Adoration?

"The only time our Lord asked the Apostles for 
anything was the night He went into agony. Not 
for activity did He plead but for an Hour of 
companionship." - Venerable Archbishop Fulton 
Sheen

"A thousand years of enjoying human glory is not 
worth even an hour spent in sweetly communing 
with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. We must 
always have courage, and if some spiritual 
languor comes upon us, let us run to the feet of 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and let us 
place ourselves in the midst of the heavenly 
perfumes, and we will undoubtedly regain our 
strength.” - St. Padre Pio

"Every Holy Hour we make so pleases the Heart 
of Jesus that it will be recorded in Heaven and 
retold for all eternity." - St. Mother Teresa

Funeral for 
Charles 

Raymond Bryden 
 will be Friday, 
February 13, 

2026 
at St. Philip 

Benizi
Rosary at 10:30am,  
Funeral at 11:00am

Reception will 
follow in the hall

 Our condolences 
to 

JoAnna Bryden and 
her family

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon him. May his soul, and souls of all the 

faithful departed, through the mercy of God rest in 
peace. Amen.

Fasting and Abstinence 
In the Catholic Church, fasting and abstinence are 

penitential practices mandatory on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday,

with abstinence from meat required on all Fridays of 
Lent. Adults (18–59) fast (one full meal, two smaller) 
and those 14+ abstain from meat, intended to foster 

spiritual discipline, repentance, 
and solidarity with the poor.

St. Juan Diego Catholic Church
5995 NW 178th Ave. Portland

Is pleased to announce an
E-WASTE RECYCLING EVENT
Saturday, May 2nd 9am-1pm

 This event is open to the public at no charge, but we 
will gladly accept donations of non-perishable food for 

the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry. 
Green Century Recycling will be on site accepting 

household electronics for recycling.  Electronics only.
Questions? sjdsocialjustice@gmail.com



Please see the flyers on the bulletin boards in the 
Narthex and Hall for upcoming retreats and news 

throughout the Archdiocese.

The Word Among Us is available at 
the doors of the church! 

Make giving easier.
 Visit www.philipbenizi.com on your mobile 

device, click the Online Giving link, and begin 
giving. Or scan this QR Code. Your support 

throughout the year helps sustain our church.

Give Online with OSV

Thank You for Your Generous Support!
The Second Collection for the 
Building Fund is this weekend

Finance Corner

4/5/26 Actual Budget

This Week,
General Fund

$9,043
(includes $1,155 

Online)
$5,000

Fiscal Year 
(YTD)

$201,436 $185,000

Thank you for your generosity in supporting the parish!  May God’s 
continued blessings be upon you and your loved ones.

Check out the bulletin board in the 
Narthex for more information on events 

at our parish and around the 
Archdiocese.

Why Give to the Time, 
Talent and Treasure

Time – the precious gift of life and moments to 
be offered back to God.
Talent – the abilities, skills, and charisms given 
for the building up of His Kingdom.
Treasure – the material and financial resources 
entrusted to our care for the good of others and 
the Church’s mission.

These three gifts cover and guide all our 
stewardship efforts, uniting them under one 
mission: to love God and neighbor with all we 
have and are.

Please donate your Time, Talent and Treasure to 
our parish this year.  Forms can be found at both 
doors of the Church.

Blood Pressure checks will be 
in  the Parish Center  Sunday, 

April 12th at 9:00am

Blood Drive 
                 at St. Philip Benizi

                  Saturday, March 21st  
                from 9:00am – 2:00pm

Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org 
and enter: StPhilipBenizi to schedule an appointment

Please Give Blood
Every 2 seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood.
Maximize your blood donation. Help more patients. If 

you are an eligible type O, B- or A- donor, consider 
making a Power Red  donation. Red blood cells are the 

most commonly transfused blood component.

Hiring at SPB
The Business Manager job here is open to parishioners.  

If you are interested, please let Father Peter know 
and/or contact the office for more information.  

This could be the opportunity you have been waiting 
for.  The hours ,pay, benefits and responsibilities are  all 

open to negotiation.

Fasting and Abstinence 
In the Catholic Church, fasting and abstinence are 

penitential practices mandatory on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday, with abstinence from meat required 

on all Fridays of Lent. Adults (18–59) fast (one full 
meal, two smaller) and those 14+ abstain from meat, 

intended to foster spiritual discipline, repentance, 
and solidarity with the poor.

You have the power to transform thousands of lives with 
a gift to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal

You help seminarians grow in faith as they discern God’s 
call.

You care for the senior priests who have faithfully served 
us.

You bring Christ to others through religious education and 
small faith-sharing groups.

You nurture the faith, minds, and hearts of students in our 
Catholic schools.

Each year, more than 11,000 donors come together to 
support this mission. Will you join us?

The second collection for the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal 
will be April 18-19.  If you haven’t received your envelope 

in the mail, envelopes will be in the pews. 
Thank you for your generosity.

On the night of the Easter Vigil, in total darkness, a single flame is 
lit. Not for decoration. Not for tradition alone, But to proclaim 
something eternal.
The Paschal Candle represents Jesus Christ - risen, victorious, 
and present among His people. Every symbol placed on it is not 
random. Each one is a message, carefully preserved by the Church 
through centuries of worship.
THE CROSS: THE CENTER OF EVERYTHING
At the heart of the candle is the Cross.
This is not symbolic placement, It is theological truth. The Cross 
stands at the center because it is the way through which salvation 
came. Christ did not rise apart from the Cross; He rose through it. 
The Church places it at the center to remind us that there is no 
resurrection without sacrifice, no victory without surrender.

Α & Ω: THE BEGINNING AND THE END
Above and below the Cross are the Greek letters Alpha and 
Omega.
They declare that Christ is not bound by time. He is the beginning 
of all things and the end toward which everything moves. Before 
anything existed, He is. After everything passes, He remains. This 
is why the priest proclaims: “Christ yesterday and today, the 
beginning and the end.”
THE YEAR: LORD OF THIS MOMENT (2026)
Inscribed on the candle is the current year.
This is one of the most overlooked but powerful signs. It reminds 
us that Christ is not only Lord of history, but Lord of now. He reigns 
in this present time - in our world, our struggles, and our lives 
today. The Resurrection is not a past event; it is a present reality.

THE FIVE GRAINS OF INCENSE: THE WOUNDS THAT REMAIN         
Five grains of incense are inserted into the Cross. 
They represent the five wounds of Christ – His head, His body, His 
hands, His feet and His side. Even in His risen glory, the marks of 
His Passion remain. This teaches us that His victory did not erase 
His suffering, it fulfilled it. The wounds are no longer signs of 
defeat, but signs of love.
THE FLAME: THE LIGHT THAT CANNOT BE OVERCOME
When the candle is lit, the priest proclaims: “The Light of 
Christ.”
This flame represents the risen Christ who conquers darkness. 
From this one flame, all other candles in the church are lit. This is 
not just a ritual; it is a proclamation that faith is received and 
shared. Light spreads, not by division, but by giving.
THE LIGHT: CHRIST AMONG US
The candle itself stands and burns throughout the Easter 
season.
It is placed near the altar, then near the ambo, and later near the 
baptismal font. It appears at baptisms and funerals, reminding us 
that the same Christ who rose from the dead is the one who gives 
life, accompanies us, and leads us into eternity.
THE LAMB: MEEKNESS AND SACRIFICE
Often, the image of the Lamb is placed on the candle.
This points to Christ as the Lamb of God - gentle, silent, and 
offered for the salvation of the world. It is a reminder that His 
power was not shown through force, but through sacrifice. The 
Lamb reveals the true nature of divine strength.
FINAL THOUGHT
The Paschal Candle is not just a symbol. It is a declaration.        
That the Cross still stands… that Christ still reigns… 
and that His light…can never be overcome.

FR. PETER
Symbols of the Paschal Candle: 

What they really mean.

http://www.philipbenizi.com/


ASBESTOS, LEAD, MOLD
ENVIRONMENTAL TESTING & ANALYSIS
 (503)309-9925                           LBPI-2115

 www.greatnwenviornmental.com
4800 Meadows Rd, Suite 339 

Lake Oswego, OR 97035
        Serving the Northwest Since 1990     

Space Available
Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882Space Available
 here!  
Call 

503-631-2882

Space Available
Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882

Please See Bulletin boards for more information.

Space Available
Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882

Beginning Experience of 

Oregon invites you to a 

weekend retreat for Separated, 

Divorced & widowed Adults

Scan the QR Code 
for the  SPB online 

giving portal

Go deeper in your Faith with the 
mobile app that gives you 

unlimited access to hundreds of 
Catholic audiobooks, eBooks, and 
podcasts. Available in the Apple 

App Store and on Google Play, you 
get access to it all. All for one low 

price!

For too long, Catholic classics and 
treasures of the Faith have been out 
of reach in the formats people use 
most. Saintifi changes that. For 
just $12.99/month, you can read 

and listen — without limits — while 
helping us build faithful Catholic 

content that is affordable and 
accessible for everyone.

With over 200 audiobooks and 300 
eBooks, this is just the beginning. 

Every week, we’re adding newly 
released eBooks, newly recorded 

audiobooks, and new podcast 
episodes as we amass thousands 

of hours of content. By subscribing 
now, you’re not just joining. 

You’re pioneering.

2026 Youth Summer Camps at La Salle                

Inspire your child’s curiosity, confidence, and 

creativity this summer at La Salle! Open to 1st–8th 

graders, our camps offer an exciting mix of sports, 

arts, and hands-on learning. From soccer, 

basketball, and volleyball to art, theater, cooking, 

STEAM, robotics, and dance, campers explore 

new interests while building skills and friendships. 

Led by dedicated staff and student volunteers, 

campers enjoy a fun, welcoming introduction to our 

campus.  See Flyer on bulletin board in Narthex 

and hall for more information.

Upcoming 2026 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats 

provided by Project Aurora are 
May 15-17 near Medford and

 September 15-17 near Eugene
“The healing work of this retreat was profoundly 
impactful – I feel I can trust more, forgive more, 

and love more – including toward myself.”
Call 541-350-7859 or email 

info@project-aurora.org
See www.Project-Aurora.org 
www.RachelsVineyard.org 

http://www.greatnwenviornmental.com/
mailto:info@project-aurora.org
mailto:info@project-aurora.org
mailto:info@project-aurora.org
http://www.project-aurora.org/
http://www.project-aurora.org/
http://www.project-aurora.org/
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/
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