
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
January 30, 2022

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please 

call the parish office.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance 

of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882
FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org 

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Job open.  Call the office to 

apply.

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

“…no prophet is accepted in his own native 

place”.  Luke 4:21-30

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, in our reflection last weekend, we reiterated that as faithful followers of the anointed Son

of God, we should constantly join in the mission to bring glad tidings to the poor. We are to free captives and

restore the sight of the blind, release those who are oppressed and proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. Jesus'

mission is to better lives and, above all, save humanity from eternal damnation. Jesus never inflicted pain/sorrow

on followers when he physically discharged his mission; therefore, sons and daughters of God should partake in

Jesus' worthy crusade of disseminating good news that is encouraging and uplifting to the hearts and minds.

Jesus Christ openly empowered us to baptize and bring glad tidings to others. So, we should rise to the challenge

and avoid fostering depressing and unholy news to people. God's gift and grace bestowed on each of us, equip us

sufficiently to boldly embark on this mission.

Love indeed is the root of the Lord's mission for us, because love propels us to accept and fully commit to this

mission; therefore, if any assignment or apostolate is devoid of love, such a task becomes futile and an empty

show. The theme of love ties today's readings together. God's mission is often challenging and replete with

volatile criticisms; however, the one sent gracefully goes on the life-saving mission because of love. In today's

first reading, Jeremiah, the significant character, was formed from the womb and set aside to be a nation's great

prophet. God calls and sends a prophet to deliver excellent and disturbing messages to the people. It means

bringing God's vision and love to the world. Ideally, when God calls, he empowers. He assured Jeremiah that

though people would revolt against him, he would be free from their grips and evil plans. "Stand up and tell

them all that I command you…They will fight against you but will not prevail over you, for I am with you to

deliver you, says the Lord." (Jeremiah: 1:19). Arguably, the prophet's duty is challenging; however, because of

the love for the sender and the benefits that the message's recipients will get, Jeremiah accepted the arduous

task.

Paul, the well-honed preacher and epistle writer, adds his voice to this, by painting a good picture of love in his

beautiful love song in 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13. Paul stresses that no other gift, not even faith or hope, outshines

love in this adorable passage. Love, according to Paul, never passes away because it shares and expresses God's

very life. Therefore, any mission or activity undertaken by anyone devoid of love is lifeless. Paul enumerated the

essential attributes of love by saying that love is patience, kindness, believing, and enduring all things. Also, it is

not jealous, pompous, inflated, and rude. Besides, it is not selfish and quick-tempered. It does not brood over

injury nor rejoice over wrongdoing. Instead, love rejoices with the truth, and it never fails. These desirable

attributes and qualities make love the foundation of all things; also show that when a person supersedes others in

all activities, and the actions are devoid of love, the person is nothing. Paul's hymn poses a challenge to each of us

to carefully examine the love we profess and gauge, if it has these desirable attributes.

Love allowed and strengthened Prophet Jeremiah to prophesy to the people despite the imminent danger of

suffering and persecution. Concomitantly, because of his love for humanity, the Son of God came in human flesh,

allowed himself to be born in the manger, and endured suffering and persecution for sinners. Christian love

(agape) is a comprehensive love that pardons, tolerates, and hopes without limit. The love that ace preacher Paul

writes about is the one that should be our preoccupation because it is the one that counts in the end.

Due to his love for his people, Jesus constantly visited the synagogue in Nazareth, where he grew up, to speak

and explain the law to them. Jesus knew that standing before the elders and others, expounding on the law and

the prophets would be met with stiffer opposition, yet, he did not shy away from, or dodge from worshiping with

them in the synagogue, because of love. On this occasion, Jesus said to them, "Today, this Scripture is fulfilled in

your hearing." The people of his hometown applauded him for what he had done in various places, especially in

Capernaum. They desired to profit from his healings and miracles with the reception given to him. Their

expectation did not go according to their desire, and Jesus' comments did not help the matter either. Therefore,

the product is an attempt to eliminate him.

Continued on Page 7

A MISSION DEVOID OF LOVE IS INAUTHENTIC.MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 1/30/2022 

8:00am Mass:  +Charles Evers 

(Claudia Evers & Paul Lowry)  

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Monday, 1/31/2022 Memorial of St. John Bosco

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Elizabeth (Betty) Zirbel (Jane Radtke)

Tuesday, 2/01/2022 

6:30pm Mass:  +Joyce Buzzard (Danielle Dryden)

7:00pm:  RICA/Hall

Wednesday, 2/02/2022 Feast of the Presentation 

of the Lord

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Joan & Ralph Erickson 

(Neil & Pam Erickson)

Thursday, 2/03/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Michelle Downing (Royce Jones)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 2/04/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Sr. Lucinda Shellenbarger

(Fred & Carolyn DeLange)

Saturday, 2/05/2022 Memorial of St. Agatha

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  All Parishioners

Sunday, 2/06/2022

8:00am Mass:  +William Pattyn (Mary & Josh Pattyn)  

10:30am Mass:  +Garcia Family (Marina Logue) 

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 1/23/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

50
$4,475   

(online: $2,000)

$6,611

Fiscal 

Year 
$144,521 $142,016

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events (continued on pg. 7) 

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
2/05~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon Heather Hannam

2/06~8:00am: Dave Beaty                                                    Joel Binder

2/06~10:30am: Larry Carnahan                                          Dan Sweeney                                   

February Church Cleaners:  Carolyn Brown (503-799-4201) 

February Altar Linens:  Elaine Buxman (503-655-7208)

2/06 9:00: Ross & Erin 

11:30:  

Below, on the right, is the QR code for Parish Soft.  

Point your phone camera at the picture and it will 

take you to the link for donations.

Last weekend we handed out change envelopes to 

support Obria.  Please fill the envelope with change 

or check and bring it back to the Church or office by 

February 20th.  Obria provides medical and 

educational services to help individuals make a 

healthy choice related to pregnancy, relationships 

and parenting.  Thank you for your support.

Silent Retreat for Men and Women

The Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 

Sorrows will be hosting Two retreats.

Men’s Silent Retreat – March 4-6th

Women’s Silent Retreat – March 11-13th

Theme:  Do this in Memory of Me – Learning from 

the Mass how to Live the Gospel.

Retreat master:  Fr. Gregory Dick, O.Praem

Attend in person or Live Stream

Call 503-649-7127 or visit www.olpretreat.org

Your 2021 donation statement is available at the 

side door of the Church. Please look over your 

statement.  Parish Soft did not report all donations 

and some statements may not include all your 

donations from second collections.  If you see an 

error on your statement, please call the office.

Today, January 30th is the voluntary Catholic 

School Collection.  Donate to a Catholic 

School of your choice.  There is a page in the 

January 21st Catholic Sentinel with a list of 

Catholic Schools.

The Mass for the World Day of Prayer for 
Consecrated Life will be celebrated by Archbishop 
Sample, on Saturday, February 5 at 5:30 p.m. at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“How easy it is for a man to desire all kinds of things from the Lord, and yet not desire the 

Lord Himself! As though the gift could be sweeter than the Giver” – St. Thomas Aquinas. 

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to

proclaim Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the

kingdom of God, building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the

world, helping one another to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore

encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the

knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

Devotion must be practiced in different ways

When God the Creator made all things, he commanded the plants to bring forth fruit each according to its own kind;

he has likewise commanded Christians, who are the living plants of his Church, to bring forth the fruits of devotion,

each one in accord with his character, his station and his calling.

I say that devotion must be practiced in different ways by the nobleman and by the working man, by the servant and

by the prince, by the widow, by the unmarried girl and by the married woman. But even this distinction is not

sufficient; for the practice of devotion must be adapted to the strength, to the occupation and to the duties of each

one in particular.

Tell me, please, my Philothea, whether it is proper for a bishop to want to lead a solitary life like a Carthusian; or for

married people to be no more concerned than a Capuchin about increasing their income; or for a working man to

spend his whole day in church like a religious; or on the other hand for a religious to be constantly exposed like a

bishop to all the events and circumstances that bear on the needs of our neighbor. Is not this sort of devotion

ridiculous, unorganized and intolerable? Yet this absurd error occurs very frequently, but in no way does true

devotion, my Philothea, destroy anything at all. On the contrary, it perfects and fulfills all things. In fact if it ever

works against, or is inimical to, anyone’s legitimate station and calling, then it is very definitely false devotion.

The bee collects honey from flowers in such a way as to do the least damage or destruction to them, and he leaves

them whole, undamaged and fresh, just as he found them. True devotion does still better. Not only does it not injure

any sort of calling or occupation, it even embellishes and enhances it.

Moreover, just as every sort of gem, cast in honey, becomes brighter and more sparkling, each according to its color,

so each person becomes more acceptable and fitting in his own vocation when he sets his vocation in the context of

devotion. Through devotion your family cares become more peaceful, mutual love between husband and wife

becomes more sincere, the service we owe to the prince becomes more faithful, and our work, no matter what it is,

becomes more pleasant and agreeable.

It is therefore an error and even a heresy to wish to exclude the exercise of devotion from military divisions, from the

artisans’ shops, from the courts of princes, from family households. I acknowledge, my dear Philothea, that the type

of devotion, which is purely contemplative, monastic and religious can certainly not be exercised in these sorts of

stations and occupations, but besides this threefold type of devotion, there are many others fit for perfecting those

who live in a secular state.

Therefore, in whatever situations we happen to be, we can, and we must aspire to the life of perfection.

(From the Introduction to the Devout Life by Saint Francis de Sales, bishop)



Continued from page 2.

Jesus in the passage emphasizes how difficult the prophet or messenger's mission can be. He remarks that

being a prophet to one's own, often means not being accepted by them. The whole thing played in his life.

According to John's prologue, "He came to what was his own, but his people did not accept him." (John 1:11).

He came to liberate and save humankind, but not all accepted him. Those he came to save despised him to the

extent of torturing and killing him. His townspeople considered themselves the chosen people. How dare Jesus

say that, the message is for others? The Jews were upset with Jesus because he recognized the Gentiles, paid

compliments, and preached as if God especially favored the Gentiles. In the minds of the Jews, it is them and

only them; therefore, they look down on all others. According to William Barclay, "Some believed that God

had created the Gentiles to be fuel for the fires of hell." The story states that they expelled him from town

because of anger and even intended to kill him. But Jesus miraculously escaped them.

To tie the readings together, today's liturgy of the word refers to the prophetic mission/vocation. The prophet

has an experience of God, so the divine word possesses the person to such a degree that nothing could prevent

the individual from delving deep into bearing witness to God's saving plan. The mission of Jesus and Jeremiah

thrived and was unstoppable because both were formulated, enforced, and triumphed in selfless love. Like

Jesus Christ and Prophet Jeremiah, all are called and charged to excel in their different vocations by

embracing selfless love and shunning selfishness. All callings have their challenges, but with love for the owner

of the vineyard, the mission, and humanity, we remain resolute and do not look back. For Jesus said, "No one

who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is for the kingdom of God." (Luke 9:62).

Selfless love sustains us to remain in our duty posts. May our desire to be deeply involved, entirely in the

mission of Christ be eclipsed in Christian love. Amen.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

SYNOD AND SYNODALITY 

There are three dimensions of the synod:  Communication, Participation and Mission:

COMMUNION By his gracious will, God gathers us together as diverse peoples of one faith, through the 

covenant that he offers to his people. The communion we share finds its deepest roots in the love and unity of the 

Trinity. It is Christ who reconciles us to the Father and unites us with each other in the Holy Spirit. Together, we 

are inspired by listening to the Word of God, through the living Tradition of the Church, and grounded in the 

sensus fidei that we share. We all have a role to play in discerning and living out God’s call for his people.

PARTICIPATION A call for the involvement of all who belong to the People of God— laity, consecrated and 

ordained—to engage in the exercise of deep and respectful listening to one another. This listening creates space 

for us to hear the Holy Spirit together, and guides our aspirations for the Church of the Third Millennium. 

Participation is based on the fact that all the faithful are qualified and are called to serve one another through the 

gifts they have each received from the Holy Spirit. In a synodal Church the whole community, in the free and rich 

diversity of its members, is called together to pray, listen, analyze, dialogue, discern and offer advice on making 

pastoral decisions which correspond as closely as possible to God’s will. Genuine efforts must be made to ensure 

the inclusion of those at the margins or who feel excluded.

MISSION The Church exists to evangelize. We can never be centered on ourselves. Our mission is to witness the 

love of God in the midst of the whole human family. This Synodal Process has a deep missionary dimension to it. 

It is intended to enable the Church to better witness to the Gospel, especially with those who live on the spiritual, 

social, economic, political, geographical, and existential peripheries of our world. In this way, synodality is

a path by which the Church can more fruitfully fulfill her mission of evangelization in the world, as a leaven at 

the service of the coming of God’s kingdom.



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


