
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
August 7, 2022

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, 

please call the parish office, 

503-631-2882.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in 

advance of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882

FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Melissa Payne

503-631-2882

mpayne.81441@gmail.com

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

“For where 

your 

treasure is, 

there also 

will your 

heart be.” 

(Luke 12:34)

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, we focused our reflection last Sunday, on doing the required things that continuously motivate

us to be docile to the saving word of Christ. The Savior revealed and taught us incomputable precious stuff, which

when we keenly adhere to, and observe, will help us accumulate priceless and invaluable treasures in heaven. Last

week's liturgy of the word encouraged us not to live in a fool's paradise and not to occupy ourselves with evanescent

pursuits (vanity of vanities) that are often ignited by greed. Engaging in these endless unholy pursuits relegates God to

the background and plunges us deeply into activities which make us forget we are on a journey to the promised land.

We are reminded not to lose sight of the fact that, the world belongs to God and that we are only stewards who are

accountable to Him. In the reflection, we gave attention to the warning of Christ, "Take care to guard against all

greed, for though one may be rich, one's life does not consist of possessions." (Luke 12:15). We

dissected the word greed. Greed is a vice and poison that all should loathe. It opens the door for fraud, division,

obsession, arrogance, selfishness, murder, etc.; therefore, God's children should desist from getting entangled in a

despicable covetous life. No sane child of God should be fooled by the enticement of material pursuit which deceives us

into building bigger barns to store earthly things. No one should allow material possessions to possess and mislead

them. Instead, we should be in control of our possessions so as to be able to channel them to the appropriate use:

service of God and humanity. Love of God and neighbor, which is the summary of the commandments, should be our

watchword.

In thanksgiving for the Lord's Day, we graciously gather to worship and adore the Triune God and keep holy the day

of the Resurrection. It is fitting, therefore, to claim, in the words of a fourth-century homily, that "the Lord's Day" is

"the lord of days." According to John Paul 11, "Those who received the grace of faith in the Risen Lord cannot fail to

grasp the significance of this day of the week with the same deep emotion which led St. Jerome to say: "Sunday is the

day of the Resurrection, it is the day of Christians, it is our day." In his Apostolic Letter, Dies Domini (The Lord's

Day), John Paul 11 articulates, "In the weekly reckoning of time, Sunday recalls the day of Christ's Resurrection. It is

Easter which returns week by week, celebrating Christ's victory over sin and death." (no.1). Therefore, for Christ's

followers, every Sunday is unique and a fundamental feast day. As we assemble to do the needful this Lord's Day,

today's Scripture readings present the theme of faith and the benefits of walking with this gift of God.

In today's first reading, Israel begins the departure from bondage, and the gift of faith brings us out of bondage,

endowing us with courage and heightening human dignity. God's chosen ones (all of us) are expected to march with

faith on this pilgrimage so that we will receive countless blessings from God. The letter to the Hebrews inundates us

with courageous tales of the Lord's chosen that were sustained by their faith in their earthly journey. Their success

stories did not emerge on a platter of gold; they suffered heartbreaks and setbacks, were tried on the altar of patience,

and were ridiculed. Abraham and Sarah trusted that their descendants would be many; they did not know how, but

their faith, belief, and trust in God became their solid foundation. Isaac, their son, came at God's appointed time

(though late in our judgment); however, it is a living testimony that God keeps his promises to those who have faith

and are patient with him.

The letter to the Hebrews states that faith" is the realization of what is hoped for, and evidence of things not seen.

(Hebrews 11: 1). With faith, Abraham passed God's test and was willing to offer his son, Isaac, as an offering. Due to

Abraham's unwavering faith, "God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them."

(Hebrew 11:16). Most of us have been tested, tried, and challenged on our faith journey. But the test of true faith is

when we faithfully, despite the negative results, remain positive and close to God as Abraham, our father in faith did.

In the Gospel, Jesus addresses those he has chosen to be his, to keep their eyes of faith open so as to avoid distractions

because God is coming in an unexpected time and day. Jesus cautions, "Gird your loins and light your lamps and be

like the servant who awaits their master's return, to open immediately when he comes and knocks." (Luke 12:34).

His unexpected homecoming will be like lightning; however, those who follow his directives will rise to the occasion.

The servant that will receive the befitting reward is the one who, despite all odds, opens the door for his master at any

given moment. "Blessed is that servant whom his master on arrival finds doing so." (Luke 12:43). The crucial factor

that drives the worthy servant to carry out the duties assigned by the master is faith. Through faith, we hope in God's

kindness and are confident that God will lead us even through death, to fulfill our hopes beyond all expectations.

Continued on Page 7

THE LORD KNOCKS INCESSANTLY AT OUR HEARTS, AND HE REWARDS

THOSE THAT OPEN.

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 8/07/2022

8:00am Mass:  +Catherine Swanberg

(Joel & Darby Bender)

10:30am Mass:  +Jeanne McIntee

(Jerry & Janeene Siler)

Monday, 8/08/2022 Memorial of St. Dominic

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Bill Owens (Judy Bible)

Tuesday, 8/09/2022

10:30am: Rosary

11:00am Funeral Mass: +Catherine Swanberg

Wednesday, 8/10/2022 Feast of St. Lawrance

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Laura Lyons (Mary Lou Silvander)

Thursday, 8/11/2022 Memorial of St. Clare

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  The Priesthood (Johanna LaChapelle)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 8/12/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Thomas Dale (Fred & Carolyn DeLange)

Saturday, 8/13/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Michael Bible (Judith Bible)

Sunday, 8/14/2022

8:00am Mass:  Denise Shea (Mary & Josh Pattyn)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 7/31/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

50
$3,635   

(online: $705)

$5,062

Fiscal Year $19,512 $20,573

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
8/13~5:30pm: Tom Muldoon                                      Heather Hannam

8/14~8:00am:   Paul Lowry                                             Kristine Bible

8/14~10:30am:  Kevin Horace                                          Jerry Siler                               

August Church Cleaners:  Janet Tankersly (503-545-2229)  

August Altar Linens:  Alice Bechtold (971-219-0011)

8/14 9:00:  Claudia & Paul

11:30:  

“Monumental 

Celebrating God’s Greatness” 

is the theme for this years Vacation Bible School 

August 22nd-26th 9:00-Noon

Kindergarten to 5th grade are welcome. Cost: $20 per 

child (Scholarships available). Register online at the 

link on the website.  Or pick up a registration form at 

the side door of the Church and bring it to the office. 

Volunteers are still needed for VBS.  If you are able to

volunteer, please contact Melissa Payne at 

mpayne.81441@gmail.com or 503-631-2882

Parish Picnic

is August 21st!  Buster’s BBQ will provide the meat. 

Take a food tag from the basket at the side door of 

the Church and bring the item to the picnic (salads, 

desserts…). There will be games for 

the kids, bingo and fun for the whole family.

Hope to see you at the picnic.

August 6th & 7th:  After all Masses come to the Hall 
to help Melissa make decorations for VBS.
August 7th: Blood Pressure readings 9:00/Hall 
August 21st: Parish Picnic after 10:30 Mass (No 
8am Mass that day)
August 22nd-26th: Vacation Bible School 9-12:00

Adults and kids are needed! 

Come to the Hall August 6
th

& 7
th

after all Masses for 

snacks and to help Melissa make decorations for VBS.

Our condolences go out to Darby Bender  

and family on the loss of her mother, 

Catherine Swanberg, who passed into God’s loving 

arms on 8/4/22.  Our thoughts and prayers are 

with you and your family at this difficult time.  

Funeral Mass will be Tuesday, August 9th at 

11:00am.  Rosary at 10:30.

Please pray for the repose of the Soul of 

Fr. Michael Patrick who was hit and killed by a 

car Wednesday evening 8/3/22.

mailto:mpayne.81441@gmail.com






FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“It is necessary to open ourselves once again to the horizon of God’s Spirit, without being 

afraid of what he asks us or of where he leads us.” ---- Pope Francis. 

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission:

to proclaim Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming

the kingdom of God, building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care

for the world, helping one another to become what God has called us to be. We are

therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and

come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

The way of light

Consider now the way of light; any man who is bent on reaching his appointed goal must be very careful in

all he does. Now these are the directions that have been given to us for this journey: love your Creator;

reverence your Maker; give glory to him who redeemed you when you were dead; be single-minded but rich

in spiritual treasure; avoid those who travel down death’s highway; hate whatever is displeasing to God;

detest all hypocritical pretense; do not abandon God’s commandments. Do not put on airs but be modest in

whatever you do; claim no credit for yourself. Plot no evil against your neighbor, and do not give pride an

entrance into your heart.

Love your neighbor more than your own life. Do not kill an unborn child through abortion, nor destroy it

after birth. Do not refrain from chastising son or daughter but bring them up from childhood in the fear of

the Lord. Do not set your heart on what belongs to your neighbor and do not give in to greed. Do not

associate with the arrogant but cultivate those who are humble and virtuous.

Accept as a blessing whatever comes your way in the knowledge that nothing ever happens without God’s

concurrence. Avoid duplicity in thought or in word, for such deception is a deadly snare.

Share with your neighbor whatever you have, and do not say of anything, this is mine. If you both share an

imperishable treasure, how much more must you share what is perishable. Do not be hasty in speech; the

mouth is a deadly snare. For your soul’s good, make every effort to live chastely. Do not hold out your hand

for what you can get, only to withdraw it when it comes to giving. Cherish as the apple of your eye anyone

who speaks to you of the word of the Lord.

Night and day you will bear in mind the hour of judgment; every day you will seek out the company of

God’s faithful, either by preaching the word, earnestly exhorting them, ever considering how you can save

souls by your eloquence, or else by working with your hands to make reparation for your past sins.

Never hesitate to give, and when you do give, never grumble; then you will know the one who will repay

you. Preserve the traditions you have received, adding nothing and taking nothing away. The evildoer will

ever be hateful to you. Be fair in your judgments. Never stir up dissension, but act as peacemaker and

reconcile the quarrelsome. Confess your sins, and do not begin to pray with a guilty conscience.

(From a letter attributed to Barnabas)



Continued from page 2.

In the current dispensation, all God's children should equally be ready 24/7 for the coming of the master. There should

be a sincere desire to hold on firmly to faith and be entirely determined to adhere to Christ's directives. There should be

no room to do what we want to do and when and how we want to do it. We should not be lazy and apathetic about our

faith. We should be firm in keeping our faith as our forefathers did because, doing so stymies our engagement in

unchristian and ludicrous activities. It is crucial to know that keeping our faith, being on our duty post, praying, and

worshipping God benefit us.

Sadly, some of us think we are doing God a favor when we keep our faith, the commandments, pray, or keep the Lord's

Day holy. God is God and is glorified from the beginning to the end; with our faith, we store for ourselves imperishable

treasures in heaven. We are working for our salvation and that of others. The Gospel states that the master will

appropriately reward the faithful servant. In the same line, modern-day disciples will receive the reward when we give a

good account of our stewardship. Therefore, it is appropriate to repeat what the Lord said, "Gird your loins and light

your lamps and be like the servant who awaits his master's return, to open immediately when he comes and knocks."

(Luke 12:35).

As prudent servants, let us stay awake and ready, waiting for the unexpected coming of the Lord.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings,

Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

Cremation

14.14.1 The Church does not prohibit cremation unless it was chosen for reasons contrary to Christian doctrine. However,

cremation does not enjoy the same value as burial of the body. In fact, the ashes are an expression of the corruptibility of the

human body, but they are unable to express the inherent character of a person “sleeping,” awaiting the resurrection. “The Church

clearly prefers and urges that the body of the deceased be present for the funeral rites, since the presence of the human body

better expresses the values which the Church affirms in its rites.” Therefore, it is earnestly recommended by the Conference of

Bishops that cremation take place following the funeral liturgy.

14.14.2 The body, not the ashes, receives liturgical honors since it was made the temple of the Spirit of God in Baptism. It is

important to respect the verity of the sign in order that the liturgical catechesis and the celebration itself be authentic and fruitful.

14.14.3 The intentions of the family regarding possible cremation and the interment of cremated remains should be discussed at a

preliminary planning meeting in order to avoid practices contrary to Church norms.

14.14.4 Any catechesis on the subject of cremation should emphasize that “the cremated remains of a body should be treated with

the same respect given to the corporeal remains of a human body. This includes the use of a worthy vessel to contain the ashes,

the manner in which they are carried, care and attention to appropriate placement and transport, and final disposition.”

14.14.5 A funeral Mass with the cremated remains present necessitates a dignified place on which the remains can rest during the

Mass. To avoid ritual use of makeshift carriers or other inappropriate containers, parishes may wish to obtain a well-designed urn

or ceremonial vessel with a stand that can hold the cremated remains during the vigil and funeral. A pall is not used with the

cremated remains.

14.14.6 Cremated remains should be reverently buried or entombed in a cemetery, mausoleum, or columbarium; they may also be

buried in a common grave in a cemetery.

14.14.7 Archdiocesan and parish cemeteries should make provision for the interment of cremated remains.

14.14.8 Cremated remains may be properly buried at sea in the urn, coffin or other container in which they have been carried to

the place of committal. Cremated remains may be buried at sea, but should be submerged in a container, not scattered. In general

“the practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the ground, or keeping cremated remains in the home

of a relative or friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires.”

14.14.9 A priest, deacon or lay Catholic should not officiate or lead prayers in a committal service during which the cremated

remains are scattered, rather than interred.

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESAN LITURGICAL HANDBOOK.



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 

Space Available

Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882


