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advance of the planned date.

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com



mailto:hahannam@juno.com

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR - JESUS CHRIST, THE STAR THAT GUIDES OUR PATHS.

God is good! All the time! All the time, God is good.

Dear friends in Christ, we unlocked the new year with the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.
Coincidentally, this year's maternal feast was the first Sunday of the year. In the words of encouragement of this
unique feast that celebrates and honors Mary as the Mother of God, we joyfully focused on the greatness of her
title. Since She is the Mother of God, the reflection urged us to genuinely accept her as our Mother and devoutly
emulate her desirable virtues, especially in obedience and humility. As the first day of the year is observed as the
World Day of Peace, part of the reflection invited us to work hard in following the teachings of Jesus, as it is a
perfect and unadulterated way of achieving peace.

The opening prayer of today's mass rightly explains what the feast of Epiphany of the Lord portrays. The
Church begins the celebration of this solemnity with this beautiful prayer: O God, who on this day revealed
your Only Begotten Son to the nations by the guidance of a star, grant in your mercy, that we, who know you
already by faith, may be brought to behold the beauty of your glory."

An Epiphany is an event where something hidden is revealed, a manifestation of something unknown. The infant
Jesus lying in the manger in Bethlehem is shown to the world. He is manifested as a priest, king, one who is to die
become a Savior for all people, including the Gentiles. He was manifested as the ""Messiah of Israel, Son of God
and Savior of the world.” (CCC, 528). This manifestation of Jesus Christ as King, Priest, and Savior came from
the three precious gifts presented to him by the three wise men.

In the first reading, Isaiah cheers the returnees from exiles with a vision of a restored city that will become a
beacon of light for them. The second reading expresses the theological meaning of today's feast — God invites
Jews and Gentiles (all) to share the benefits of the salvation brought by Christ on an equal footing. In the gospel
of this solemnity, Matthew narrates that the Magi followed the star from the Far East to arrive in Bethlehem.
During their journey, they stopped at Herod's palace in Jerusalem, where they showed no respect to his kingship.
Instead, they inquired from Herod where the newborn king of the Jews was. This question would have caused
great offense since Herod the Great traveled to Rome and, at a great expense, bribed the Roman Senate to give
him that title. He felt he needed to be named ""King of the Jews™ if he wanted to be king over the Jews since he
was not of Jewish blood. The Magi dismissed him and continued their journey. Whereas they showed no respect
for Herod in his royal court, they knelt and prostrated themselves, faced down on the smelly ground in a barn, in
recognition that they were in the Divine presence as soon as they came into the presence of the Christ Child.
Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” (Matt 2:12).

The Magi brought to Christ the gifts they could afford - gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Today's celebration of
the Epiphany of the Lord should encourage us to reflect on the gifts we can bring to Christ so that he may put
them to use in building his kingdom here on earth. The gifts do not have to be wildly expensive, but they must
come from the heart showing who we are, and they must also be rooted in the unique way that each of us has
been fashioned by God. Therefore, it is not out of place to ask: what special gift are you presenting to the infant
Jesus on this celebration that shows his identity to the universe? What is the most valuable contribution each of
us has to offer God through our beloved SPB, your family, and your community?

Remember, Jesus is all and the best. Therefore, he deserves the best from us. So, bring whatever you can offer
him that is your best: Bring your best talent, time, and treasure to him. Bring your sense of humor to put smiles
on peoples' faces. Try to help and pray with others to serve God. What of your kindness, gentleness, and
patience? How about your musical talent and beautiful, thrilling, magnetic voice? Etc. Dear friends, Jesus is
waiting for your best this year; present to him what you have. Some People such as Dorothy Day, Mother Teresa,
etc., helped us to know that each of us has a gift we can offer to Christ. In making that concrete choice, we can
help make God's presence known so the Epiphany continues.  Continued on page 7



This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events

Sunday, 1/08/2023 Solemnity of the Epiphany
of the Lord
8:00am Mass: +Ann Wuester

(John & Elaine Buxman)
10:30am Mass: All Parishioners

Monday, 1/09/2023 Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Frannie Adams
(Fred & Carolyn DeLange)

Tuesday, 1/10/2023
6:30pm Mass: +Jean Kingston (Lois Celorie)
7:00pm: RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 1/11/2023
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Theresa Foley
(Alfred & Joyce Wetzel)

Thursday, 1/12/2023

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +The Curtin Family (Joyce Curtin)
7:00pm: Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:
Eucharistic Adoration

Friday, 1/13/2023
7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Hildegard Dierkhising
(Castro Family)

Saturday, 1/14/2023
4:00-5:00pm: Reconciliation/Church
5:30pm Mass: +Lee Tauer (Becky Wooten)

Sunday, 1/15/2023
8:00am Mass: All Parishioners
10:30am Mass: +Glenn Siler (Jerry & Janeene Siler)

E Travel with Fr. Paschal Ezurike, on our

=T Pilgrimage to Ireland and England
August 11-August 21, 2023 Cost: $4,999.00 Airfare and
ALL-Included, except lunches and travel insurance.
To register, please contact (855) 842-8001 or
(508) 340-9370. You can also register online at
www.proximotravel.com.

Next week the second collection supports the Catholic
Communication Campaign This campaign engages and builds
Catholic communities in the United States and developing
countries using the internet, television, radio and print media.
Half of the money collected remains here in the Diocese of
Portland to fund local communications efforts. Your support
helps spread the gospel message! To learn more, visit
www.usccb.org/ccc.

Thinking about Separation or Divorce? — Is your
marriage or that of a relative or friend heading for divorce?
Retrouvallle is designed to help troubled marriages regain
their health. The program is highly successful in saving
hurting marriages, even bringing reconciliation to couples
who have already separated or divorced. Retrouvaille is for
any couple who would like to rediscover their marriage and
improve communication. Visit www.helpourmarriage.org for
program information and emotional testimonials. For
confidential information or to register for the January 20-22,
2023 weekend at Our Lady of Peace Retreat Center in

Beaverton, Oregon, call (503) 225-9191.

A special Thank You to the parishioner
who purchased the book, holy moments” ‘.
for the entire parish. Thank you for your  ®
many years of providing us with these great
books. Parishioners have really enjoyed them.
Your generosity is appreciated, thank you!

Finance Corner
Registered

WEEK OF 1/1/2023
Actual Budget
222

Household

Donors $4,728 $6,190
Jan.14&15: 2" collection for the 72 (online: $1,215)
Communication Campaign Fiscal Year $127.454 $126,540
Next Weeks Assignments
Ushers Lector/Commentator Extraordinary Minister
1/14~5:30pm: Larry Carnahan Nancy Carnahan Becky Wooten
1/15~8:00am: Jim Charriere John Buxman Kristine Bible

1/15~10:30am: Kevin Horace

January Church Cleaners: Karen Henry (971-409-0679)
January Altar Linens: Jeanne Hubel (503-544-5054)

i < 1/15 9:00am: Jim & Li Stevens

»
b 11:30am:

Jerry Siler

Janet Tankersley



http://www.helpourmarriage.org/

January 8, 2023

Isaiah 60:1-6 / Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 / Matthew 2:1-12

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother.
They prostrated themselves and did him homage.

A Trip Called Life

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

ne way to pray with sacred Scripture is to ask,
O “How is this biblical story my story?” So then,
how is the story of the Magi our story?

Like those journeyers from the East, we may sense
there is more to our lives than what is now. Some inner
angst can send us on a life search without really knowing
where it will take us or even what we are really seeking.
Yet through it all we are led by an inner star that lures us
on. Some might call it a spiritual journey.

Like the Magi who stopped in Jerusalem and asked if
anyone knew something about what they were seeking,
we begin asking around. Some people we ask aren’t
sure what we are asking, like Herod. Others seem able
to offer suggestions, but for our purposes it is not an
answer but only points the way.

Then one day we happen to stumble on what we've
been looking for all along. Some people call it a religious
experience. To describe it to someone else, we might
be at a loss for words. Yet it touches us so deeply that it
seems to change our lives. We begin to let go of what we
once thought was so important—the gold, frankincense,
and myrrh of our lives. And like the Wise Men, we
journey on with our lives, except by a different route,
sensing that the path we had thus far traveled was no
longer a safe journey home.

i
Is anything of the Magi story also your story?
If so, reflect on yours.

© 2023 LIGUORI PUBLICATIONS * LIGUORI, MO 63057-9999 * IMAGE: PRESSMASTER /SHUTTERSTOCK



I've been asked to be a godparent. I'm honored but also
a little hesitant. What does a godparent have to do?

Congratulations. It is an honor to be a godparent. Hesitancy is
appropriate, too, as it is also a responsibility. The Church takes
baptism very seriously. As a godparent/sponsor, you represent the
larger Catholic community into which the child is being received.
Church law requires several qualifications for being a godparent/
sponsor. As a Catholic, you should have been baptized, confirmed,
and received the Eucharist. You must be a practicing Catholic and at
least sixteen years old (though some dioceses may have other age
requirements). You should understand the meaning of baptism and
the responsibilities that you will undertake on behalf of the Church.

Parishes often include godparents in the baptismal preparation programs they offer to parents. This baptismal
instruction might challenge you to examine your life. The power of your good example cannot be emphasized
enough. A child may not understand the behavior of adults, but the child sees their actions. You cannot tell a child to
pray if you yourself don't pray.

Don’t be scared off by all this. You are being invited to participate in the most important day of this child’s life and
to continue being involved as the child lives and grows. Don't let it be just a day of pictures and a party. If you let it,
this day may change your life, too.

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

January 9 January 10 January 11 January 12 January 13 January 14 January 15
Baptism of the Weekday Weekday Weekday Weekday Weekday Second Sunday
Lord Heb 2:5-12 Heb 2:14-18 Heb 3:7-14 Heb 4:1-5, 11 Heb 4:12-16 in Ordinary Time
Is42:1-4,6-7 or Mk 1:21-28 Mk 1:29-39 Mk 1:40-45 Mk 2:1-12 Mk 2:13-17 Is49:3, 5-6
Acts 10:34-38 1 Cor 1:1-3

Mt 3:13-17 Jn 1:29-34

Daybreaks inspires during our Church’s holiest seasons.
Leading Catholic voices inspire the faithful with daily reflections & prayers for Advent and Lent.
Including: Fr. Ron Rolheiser, Dr. Mary Katharine Deeley, Sr. Dianne Bergant, Fr. Paul Turner, and more at Liguori.org.

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

How many foreigners, including persons of other
religions, give us an example of values that we
sometimes forget or set aside! Those living beside us,
who may be scorned and sidelined because they are
foreigners, can instead teach us how to walk on the
path that the Lord wishes.

HOMILY, ST. PETER’S SQUARE, OCTOBER 9, 2016
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L Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in
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FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

The Lord has made his salvation known to the whole world

The loving providence of God determined that in the last days he would aid the world, set on its course to
destruction. He decreed that all nations should be saved in Christ.

A promise had been made to the holy patriarch Abraham in regard to these nations. He was to have a
countless progeny, born not from his body but from the seed of faith. His descendants are therefore compared
with the array of the stars. The father of all nations was to hope not in an earthly progeny but in a progeny
from above.

Let the full number of the nations now take their place in the family of the patriarchs. Let the children of the
promise now receive the blessing in the seed of Abraham, the blessing renounced by the children of his flesh.
In the persons of the Magi let all people adore the Creator of the universe; let God be known, not in Judea
only, but in the whole world, so that his name may be great in all Israel.

Dear friends, now that we have received instruction in this revelation of God’s grace, let us celebrate with
spiritual joy the day of our first harvesting, of the first calling of the Gentiles. Let us give thanks to the
merciful God, who has made us worthy, in the words of the Apostle, to share the position of the saints in
light; who has rescued us from the power of darkness, and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son. As lsaiah prophesied: the people of the Gentiles, who sat in darkness, have seen a great light, and for
those who dwelt in the region of the shadow of death a light has dawned. He spoke of them to the Lord: The
Gentiles, who do not know you, will invoke you, and the peoples, who knew you not, will take refuge in you.

This is the day that Abraham saw, and rejoiced to see, when he knew that the sons born of his faith would be
blessed in his seed, that is, in Christ. Believing that he would be the father of the nations, he looked into the
future, giving glory to God, in full awareness that God is able to do what he has promised.

This is the day that David prophesied in the psalms, when he said: All the nations that you have brought into
being will come and fall down in adoration in your presence, Lord, and glorify your name. Again, the Lord
has made known his salvation; in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.

This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the time when the star beckoned the three wise men out of their
distant country and led them to recognize and adore the King of heaven and earth. The obedience of the star
calls us to imitate its humble service: to be servants, as best we can, of the grace that invites all men to find
Christ.

Dear friends, you must have the same zeal to be of help to one another; then, in the kingdom of God, to
which faith and good works are the way, you will shine as children of the light: through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with God the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

(From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope)

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement
St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim
Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,
building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another
to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of
“wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).



Know your Catechism

Our communion in the mysteries of Jesus

All Christ's riches "are for every individual and are everybody's property." Christ did not live his life for
himself but for us, from his Incarnation "for us men and for our salvation” to his death "for our sins" and
Resurrection "for our justification". He is still "our advocate with the Father", who "always lives to make
intercession” for us. He remains ever "in the presence of God on our behalf, bringing before him all that he
lived and suffered for us." CCC 519

In all of his life Jesus presents himself as our model. He is "the perfect man", who invites us to become his
disciples and follow him. In humbling himself, he has given us an example to imitate, through his prayer he
draws us to pray, and by his poverty he calls us to accept freely the privation and persecutions that may come
our way. CCC 520

Christ enables us to live in him all that he himself lived, and he lives it in us. "By his Incarnation, he, the Son
of God, has in a certain way united himself with each man." We are called only to become one with him, for
he enables us as the members of his Body to share in what he lived for us in his flesh as our model:

We must continue to accomplish in ourselves the stages of Jesus' life and his mysteries and often to
beg him to perfect and realize them in us and in his whole Church. . . For it is the plan of the Son of
God to make us and the whole Church partake in his mysteries and to extend them to and continue
them in us and in his whole Church. This is his plan for fulfilling his mysteries in us. CCC 521

Continued from Page 2

Another important lesson from today’s solemnity is to follow the light God shows us as we continue our
journey to the promised land. Like the three wise men who followed the star, we are to follow Jesus Christ. The
Bible is replete with the invitation: ‘Come, follow me." And Jesus once assured us, "I am the way, the truth,
and the light."" The truth here is not an idea hanging in the air or floating around but Jesus Christ himself.
Jesus promises that anyone who follows him will have life in abundance. Those who follow God's way and
direction must indeed find perpetual happiness. So, following him leads us to our right destination -eternal life.
The three wise men believed and trusted the star and got to their desired destination. Let us also believe and
trust the ways and teachings of Christ and not allow ourselves to be deceived or distracted from our journey
by numerous negative, deceptive, and belligerent voices, and things in our world today.

Finally, in this Eucharistic celebration, we will present our gifts of bread, wine, and monetary gifts. As we do
so, Christ will lovingly accept them and return them to us, transformed into his body and blood. Jesus’
precious gift nourishes us to love, serve and diligently follow him despite all encumbrances. As the journey
continues, may we follow the stars of eternal life and be the star that leads others to the truth.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Bleggings, Your gservant in Chrigt, Fr. Pagchal €zurife

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“As pilgrims of faith, the Wise Men themselves became stars shining in the firmament of history and

they show us the way. If we live with Christ, bound to him anew in this sacrament, then you too will

become wise men. Then you will become stars which go before men and women, pointing out to them
the right path in life.” —Pope Benedict XVI, January 6, 2013.
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