
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
November 6, 2022

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, 

please call the parish office, 

503-631-2882.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in 

advance of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882

FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Melissa Payne

503-631-2882

mbear@archdpdx.org

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, on the 31st Sunday, we prayerfully reflected on seeking the truth. The words of

enlightenment audaciously clarified that truth is not simply a right idea; instead, truth is Jesus Christ, the Only

Begotten Son of God. The Gospel story of Zacchaeus prominently dominated the exercise. In his bid to catch a

glimpse of Jesus, the way, truth, and life, Zacchaeus, the tax collector, did something unimaginable.

Unperturbed about peoples' judgment, Zacchaeus pocketed his socio-economic status and climbed a sycamore

tree just to see Jesus. His bold decision and action won him the unexpected favor of hosting Jesus in his house.

Hosting the Messiah opened the window for the confession of his sins; and the promise to make restitution and

share his wealth with the poor. Immediately, Jesus assured him that salvation had come to his house that same

day. The words of encouragement urge us to see Zacchaeus as a yardstick in seeking Jesus and teaches us never

to allow impediments to stymie our positive and authentic search for Jesus' face.

As God's children, we assemble to thank the Triune God for his untold blessings on us amid the journey of faith

in the treacherous terrain of the earth. God's ineffable benedictions have sustained the tempo of our willingness

to do beautiful things in his name and for him, irrespective of the exploits of our foes. Therefore, we should

ceaselessly focus on God because he is the source of our help and salvation. Dear friends in Christ, as we

gradually approach the end of the liturgical year, the liturgy of the word starting this Sunday, focuses on the last

things: death, judgment, heaven, or hell, summarized in the doctrine of the resurrection. Today the first reading

is from the second book of Maccabees. The first and second books of Maccabees are regarded by the Jews and

the protestants as apocryphal (i.e., Scriptures whose writings were not inspired because they were not contained

in the Jewish list of books drawn up at the end of the first century A.D.) but, it is important to note that these

books are among the inspired books accepted by the Catholic Church. Also, they are among deuterocanonical

texts; therefore, they are canonical even though some believers dispute their authenticity. These books'

outstanding features are the confident teaching of the afterlife – the resurrection of the dead.

The author of the second reading (2nd Maccabees) presents the story of the martyrdom of a mother and her

seven sons in a single day. The entire family's unflinching conviction for accepting death instead of tasting pork

resulted from their hope in God and faith in the resurrection. Their bodily death meant nothing to them since

they had great hope of being with God in heaven. They refused to eat pork because it was 'in violation of God's

law.' (2 Maccabees. 7:1). They stood firm and defended their faith in the living God, not minding the death

threats and intimidations surrounding them. The first reading records: "One of the brothers, speaking for the

others, saying: "What do you expect to achieve by questioning us? We are ready to die rather than transgress

the laws of our ancestors." (2 Maccabees.7:2). The unparalleled exhibition of faith and courage by the seven

brothers during torture and death moved one of them to utter these words of belief in life after death: "You

accursed fiend, you are depriving us of this present life, but the King of the world will raise us up to live again

forever. It is for his law that we are dying." (2 Maccabees. 7:9). The unswerving mother and her seven sons drew

their strength from faith in God and the resurrection of the just. Faith in the God, who gives life and death, faith

in the God of the living and the saints, and faith in the God, who overcomes death, is of great value.

Indeed, it requires the courage of saints, the prophets' conviction, and the disciples' total submission to embrace

and defend the faith. Therefore, when the book of Maccabees says that the seven brothers who were arrested

and tortured for their faith, defended their faith, and died rather than betray this faith of theirs. This proclaims

a solid truth of faith. So, as disciples of Christ, it behooves us to rise and vigorously defend the faith we profess.

To stand firmly, and vehemently oppose anything that violates God's law and not to compromise out of fear or

intimidation. Believers in Jesus Christ should not place political ideologies and weird fanatical theories before

the teachings of Christ.

Continued on Page 7
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Sunday, 11/06/2022

8:00am Mass:  +Rita Duffy (Mary & Josh Pattyn)

10:30am Mass: All Parishioners

Monday, 11/07/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +Nichole Payne (Don & Loretta Payne)

Tuesday, 11/08/2022

6:30am Mass:  Fr. Ben Tapia (Jim and Kathie)

7:00pm:  RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 11/09/2022 Feast of the Dedication of 

the Lateran Basilica

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  Sherrie Havens (Mary Pattyn)

Thursday, 11/10/2022 Memorial of St. Leo the 

Great 

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  The Lombardi Family (Jim & Kathie)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 11/11/2022 Memorial of St. Martin of Tours

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  Mark & Sheri (Jim & Kathie)

Saturday, 11/12/2022 Memorial of St. Josaphat

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Sebastiana Castro 

(Diane, Jake & Elizabeth Castro)

Sunday, 11/13/2022

8:00am:  +Rita Duffy (Mary & Josh Pattyn)
10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 10/30/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

49
$3,127   

(online: $815)

$5,025

Fiscal Year $79,818 $81,097

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
11/12~5:30pm:  Larry Carnahan                                Nancy Carnahan

11/13~8:00am:  Paul Lowry                                          John Buxman

11/13~10:30am:  Kevin Horace                                      Jerry Siler                 

November Church Cleaners:  Michelle Harrington (971-409-5664)/

Thuc & Gail Alexander (503-740-8312)

November Altar Linens:  Pat Buldock (503-632-3834)

11/13  9:00: Paul & Claudia & Janice 

11:30:  

November 6th: Blood pressure readings/Hall 9:15

-2nd collection for Archdiocese for the Military 

Services

-Adoration Night/Dinner 5:00pm.

November 6th-12th: National Vocation Awareness 

week

November 7th: Bear making/Hall 10am-12:30

November 11th: Veteran’s Day

We thank all the veterans and their families

All Souls envelopes are in the pews and at the side door.  Please 

print legibly the names of deceased loved ones on the envelope and 

drop the envelope in the offertory basket or bring it to the office 

through the month of November.  Masses will be scheduled for all 

the names received throughout the year.  Suggested donation for 

each Mass intention is $10.00.  

Our next Adoration Night and Dinner for the whole parish is tonight, 

November 6th at 5pm hosted by the JPII Young Adult Crew. The 

theme is: “The Body of Christ.” Join us for worship, reflection, and 

adoration followed by dinner and small group discussions. Hope to 

see you there!

Pick up a page for the All Soul’s book at the side door.  Fill it out 

with the names of deceased loved ones and bring it back to the 

marked box to be put in the book of Souls for the month of 

November.

“Our Lady of Fatima”

Come and join the Presentation in the Hall on November 20th from 

3:00-4:00 presented by John & Caroline Johnson.

Giving to JPII Young Adult Crew - our group seeks to provide 
community and Catholic fellowship to young adults by following St. 
John Paul II's call to "spread the light of Christ wherever you go." We 
are a small group, just starting our journey and we would greatly 
appreciate your support. A generous parishioner has offered to match 
any donations we receive from now through November. Please 
prayerfully consider donating. Donations can be made through the 
ConnectNow Giving portal by selecting the "JPII Young Adult" tab or 
through checks made payable to the church with "Young Adult" in the 
memo line. We greatly appreciate your support in this ministry!

Today begins Vocation Awareness Week.  As Catholics, we firmly 

believe that God has a plan for our lives!  He calls some to marriage, 

some to the priesthood, and others to religious life or to live as 

generous single people.  Fully living our own vocations-and teaching 

young people how to discern God’s call– is a serious duty, but also a 

joyful one.  During this week, please encourage the young people in 

your life – children, grandchildren, students, and friends – to be open 

if God calls them to priesthood or religious life.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“Often, we become apathetic in our lives until we face a severe storm. Whether loss of a job, 

health crisis, loss of a loved one, or financial struggle; God often brings storms into our lives 

to change our perspective, to shift the focus from ourselves and our lives to Him.” 

– Paul Chappell

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission:

to proclaim Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming

the kingdom of God, building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care

for the world, helping one another to become what God has called us to be. We are

therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and

come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

THE ROLE OF PURGATORY

With regard to turning out right, which is what we all hope for despite all our failures, purgatory

plays an important part here.

There will be few people whose lives are pure and fulfilled in all respects. And, we would hope,

there will be few people whose lives have become an irredeemable and total No. For the most part,

the longing for good has remained, despite many breakdowns, in some sense determinative.

God can pick up the broken pieces and make something of them. In any case, we need a final

cleansing, a cleansing by fire, to be exact, in which the gaze of Christ, so to say, burns us free from

everything, and only under this purifying gaze are we, as it were, fit to be with God and able, then,

to make our home with him... I think it is something very human. I would go so far as to say that if

there was no purgatory, then we would have to invent it, for who would dare say of himself that he

was able to stand directly before God. And yet we don't want to be, to use an image from Scripture,

"a pot that turned out wrong," that has to be thrown away; we want to be able to be put right.

Purgatory basically means that God can put the pieces back together again. That he can cleanse us

in such a way that we are able to be with him and can stand there in the fullness of life. Purgatory

strips off from one person what is unbearable and from another the inability to bear certain things,

so that in each of them a pure heart is revealed, and we can see that we all belong together in one

enormous symphony of being.

(Pope Benedict XVI)



Continued from page 2.
In today's gospel, some Sadducees - those who deny that there is resurrection, challenged Jesus on the teaching of

resurrection when they asked, "now at the resurrection, whose wife will that woman be? For all seven had been

married to her." The question of the Sadducees does not express faith in the resurrection. In response, Jesus said,

"The children of this age marry and remarry, but those deemed worthy to attain the coming age and the

resurrection of the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. They can no longer die, for they are like angels,

and they are the children of God because they are the ones who will rise." (Luke. 20:34 -36) Jesus' answer not only

exposes their lack of understanding but helps not only to correct them but also to affirm their faith in the

resurrection:

Jesus, the teacher par excellence, taught the Sadducees that death is a final communion with God and not an

extension of the features of this world. The conditions of the present age are not carried to the next life; instead,

they are redeemed and transformed in the next life. Jesus made them understand that the afterlife is not a

continuation of this life, with some extras thrown in. He made it clear that there is no comparison between this life

and the life of the resurrection. Jesus supported the belief in the resurrection of the dead when he said that God is

known as the "God, not of the dead but the living, for to him all are alive." (Luke. 20: 38). He is the God of

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

As disciples of Christ, our faith in the resurrection is founded on the love God has shown us in Jesus, as contained

in the second reading. St. Paul said that God has loved us and given us everlasting encouragement and good hope

through his grace. We continue to pray for one another as St. Paul encourages us to, so that we may be delivered

from perverse and wicked people who are not just faithless but experts in spreading false teachings. The faithful

Lord will strengthen us and guard us against everything associated with the evil one. May the Lord direct our

hearts to the love of God and the endurance of Christ.

Catholics believe in the resurrection of the dead and are encouraged to pray for the dead. For Catholics, this month

is for praying for all the faithful departed. So, let us continue to pray for family members, relatives, friends, etc.,

who have gone before us. Offering prayers, especially the holy sacrifice of the mass for them, is worth more than a

shipload of flowers that eventually will wither away. The prayers and offerings of the holy mass are evergreen. May

the souls of the faithful departed rest in perfect peace. Amen.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ, Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

ECHOES FROM STEUBENVILLE

Steubenville 2022 was my second year of Steubenville. I really enjoyed this year’s 

theme “fearless”, after the last two years that we have had we all need a reminder to be fearless. 

I went into this year with an open mind to the fact that it would be different to my first year and 

Steubenville Northwest lived up to my expectations.

One of my favorite parts about Steubenville aside from the people is the discussions that 

we have. After the talks we would break into our individual Youth Groups to have small group 

discussions. In the small group discussions there are questions to help us elaborate and dig 

deeper into the talks we listened to. I find the small groups to be very beneficial. There is so much 

that you hear and learn over the weekend and it helps to slow down and go over the highlights 

and the important key points. I also find it valuable to hear what others got from the talks because 

it can show you something you missed or another interpretation of the something you got out of 

the talk.

The most valuable takeaways I got from the mass during Steubenville was that when we 

take time with God he makes an impression on our hearts. I feel that I can attest to this, that when 

I take time with God through Steubenville I can feel the impact it leaves on my life.

Alice Person



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


