
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
February 20, 2022

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

Ash Wednesday: 3/2/22, Mass at 8:00am & 7:00pm

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please 

call the parish office.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance 

of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882
FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org 

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Job open.  Call the office to 

apply.

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, 'Blessed are those who trust in the Lord' was the topic of our reflection on the sixth Sunday of

this season. The homily reminded us that it is only in God that true happiness is found and not in the transient things

we invest in while disregarding essential things. Prophet Jeremiah strongly warned that those who trust human

beings and derive strength from the flesh are cursed. Sadly, he described them as "a barren bush in the desert that

enjoys no change of season. However, the Psalmist and Jeremiah positively said that anchoring one's hope in the

Lord is like a tree planted beside the waters, which stays green and bears fruit throughout the year. Jesus in the

Gospel poured blessings on those who follow God's way and put their trust in God. Consequently, he rained woes on

those who consciously reject the good news, feed on lies, and arrogate powers to themselves while neglecting God. The

words of encouragement challenged us to pitch our tent continuously and shamelessly with the Lord, for with him is

the fullness of redemption.

Today, we gather as saints and sinners from all walks of life into God's house to worship, adore and seek blessings

from God. We also assemble to seek forgiveness from and reconciliation with God, neighbors, and ourselves. Sin

estranges one from God; therefore, we need forgiveness and reconciliation to be one with God. When we sense

impurities in our life, there is an urgent need to confess and be free from unnecessary burdens. On this seventh

Sunday, the church calls us to meditatively examine Christ's teaching on the golden rule, and work hard to live life

overshadowed by love. The golden rule is to do to others what you would want them to do to you.

Today's first reading gives a powerful and challenging story of when David had every opportunity to eliminate King

Saul. Saul, consumed with jealousy due to David's unique favors, positive exploits, and encomiums from honest

admirers, made several attempts to eradicate him from the face of the earth to the astonishment of his son,

Johnathan. Jealousy is one of the vices that, when it beclouds a person, it drives the individual with senseless push to

engage in evil things without honest justifications. Despite King Saul's unsuccessful attempts to kill young David, the

latter was consumed with love for his determined assassin. According to today's reading, when the golden

opportunity came for him to take revenge and assassinate the king without stress, he decided to show him mercy.

David did not just choose not to touch the Lord's anointed, but he also lived and practicalized the gospel. He lived

and manifested the words of St. Paul, "Beloved, do not look for revenge but leave room for the wrath; for it is

written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." (Romans 12:19). David even prevented Abishai from

having his wish at the expense of Saul's life. David was kind and compassionate towards a jealous persecutor.

Submitting to God, and proudly sang and lived, "Merciful and gracious is the Lord, slow to anger, and abounding in

kindness. Not according to our sins does he deal with us, nor does he requite us according to our crimes." (Psalm 103:

8). Solemnly, David believed and proved that the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, redeems their lives

from destruction, and crowns them with kindness and compassion. David later succeeded Saul as the king of Israel.

Dear friends, we are challenged by David's actions and utterances in today's liturgy.

Luke continues the narration of the sermon on the Plain. Jesus Christ, in this gospel passage, urges all his followers to

listen as he instructs us from the template on ethics of what we should do and should not do to help and stimulate us

to live in peace, forgive and love our enemies. Also, in this sermon, he enumerates how to treat one another so that we

can freely live as sons and daughters of God. Jesus' message wants us to be conscious of our calling as authentic

disciples of Christ and not just Christians by name. The Son of God admonishes us to love our enemies and be nice to

them, never turn our back on anyone who wants help, and treat others as we would like them to treat us. Besides,

lending money to others should be done with a Christian spirit. He cautions that we should stop judging and

condemning unnecessarily. He encourages us to forgive and be charitable because what we give out is what we receive

in return. In addition, Jesus added, "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Only Christian love would motivate

and propel us to live the golden rule. The love that doesn't discriminate, divide and conquer. Christian love moves

one to see God's image in the other person. The love that teaches us to know that the other person needs to be

appreciated, heard, and loved as we yearn in our lives. These instructions seem hard and challenging from the human

perspective, but if we trust God and operate within the perimeter of love and grace while staying focused, we will

succeed. God's grace is sufficient for us, St. Paul reminds us. Continued on Page 7

THE GOLDEN RULE: TREAT OTHERS AS YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE TREATED.MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 2/20/2022 

8:00am Mass: All Parishioners

10:30am Mass:  +Bill Celorie (Lois Celorie)

Monday, 2/21/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Barb & Ron Garand 

(Johanna LaChapelle)

Tuesday, 2/22/2022 Feast of the Chair of St. 

Peter the Apostle

6:30pm Mass:  +Cheryl Schwartz (Becky Wooten)

7:00pm:  RICA/Hall

Wednesday, 2/23/2022 Memorial of St. Polycarp

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Tony Setera Jr. (Mary Lou Silvander)

Thursday, 2/24/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Herbst Family (Alfred & Joyce Wetzel)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 2/25/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Tom & Julia Dale 

(Fred & Carolyn DeLange)

Saturday, 2/26/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Charles Moose (Becky Wooten) 

Sunday, 2/27/2022

8:00am Mass:  The Disciples of Jesus & Mary              

(Johanna LaChapelle)

10:30am Mass: All Parishioners

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 2/13/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

58
$4,530   

(online: $1,310)

$4,654

Fiscal 

Year 
$158,113 $155,119

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
2/26~5:30pm: Volunteer                                                     Tom Muldoon

2/27~8:00am:   Paul Lowry                                                  John Buxman

2/27~10:30am: Larry Carnahan                                       Nancy Carnahan                                   

February Church Cleaners:  Carolyn Brown (503-799-4201) 

February Altar Linens:  Elaine Buxman (503-655-7208)

2/27 9:00: John & Elaine 

11:30:  

Below, on the right, is the QR code for Parish Soft.  Point 

your phone camera at the picture and it will take you to 

the link for donations.

Come to the Madi Gras Party tonight, 

Sunday, February 20th from 5:00pm-8:00pm   

for music, prizes, pizza, Jambalaya, King   

cake. It will be fun for the whole family.  Masks are 

required to be worn in the Hall when not eating.

February 20th: Obria envelopes due back

Madi Gras Party/Hall 5-8:00pm

February 27th: Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal 

Discernment Session/Church & Hall 5:00-7:30pm

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal

Next weekend, February 26-27, is Commitment 

Weekend for the 2022 Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.  

During Mass we will watch a video from Archbishop 

Sample about the Appeal.  If you received a 

personalized commitment card in the mail please bring 

it to Mass with you as we join together to support our 

Catholic Church in western Oregon. If you did not 

receive a commitment card in the mail, pledge 

envelopes will be available during Mass. The ACA 

provides substantial financial support to essential 

ministries that support parishes in our Catholic Church 

in western Oregon.  These programs provide education 

and faith formation at all levels and provide a Catholic 

presence for tens of thousands of people.

Join your fellow parishioners this Lent 
Sundays from 9:15-10:15 beginning March 6th we will 

read and discuss the book, “7 Secrets of Divine 

Mercy”.  Call the office if you are interested or have 

questions.   

Ash Wednesday

March 2nd, Mass times:  8:00am and 7:00pm 

Thank you for your donations! 







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“A great Jewish Rabbi, Hillel, was asked by a man to teach him the whole law while he stood on one leg. He answered, 

'What is hateful to thee, do not to another. That is the whole law, and all else is the explanation.' Philo, a great Jew of 

Alexandria, said, 'What you hate to suffer, do not do to anyone.' Socrates, the Greek orator, said, 'What things make 

you angry when you suffer them at the hands of others, do not do to other people.' As one of their basic rules, the 

Stoics had, 'What you do not wish to be done to yourself, do not you do to any other.' When Confucius was asked, 'Is 

there one word which may serve as a rule of practice for all one's life? He answered, "Is not reciprocity such a word? 

What you do not want to be done to yourself, 

do not do to others.'

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose

of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

Without love everything is in vain

Charity is a right attitude of mind which prefers nothing to the knowledge of God. If a man possesses any strong

attachment to the things of this earth, he cannot possess true charity. For anyone who really loves God prefers to

know and experience God rather than his creatures. The whole set and longing of his mind is ever directed toward

him.

For God is far superior to all his creation, since everything which exists has been made by God and for him. And so,

in deserting God, who is beyond compare, for the inferior works of creation, a man shows that he values God, the

author of creation, less than creation itself.

The Lord himself reminds us: Whoever loves me will keep my commandments. And this is my commandment: that

you love one another. So, the man who does not love his neighbor does not obey God’s command. But one who

does not obey his command cannot love God. A man is blessed if he can love all men equally. Moreover, if he truly

loves God, he must love his neighbor absolutely. Such a man cannot hoard his wealth. Rather, like God himself, he

generously gives from his own resources to each man according to his needs.

Since he imitates God’s generosity, the only distinction he draws is the person’s need. He does not distinguish

between a good man and a bad one, a just man and one who is unjust. Yet his own goodness of will makes him

prefer the man who strives after virtue to the one who is depraved.

A charitable mind is not displayed simply in giving money; it is manifested still more by personal service as well as

by the communication of God’s word to others. In fact, if a man’s service toward his brothers is genuine and if he

really renounces worldly concerns, he is freed from selfish desires. For he now shares in God’s own knowledge and

love. Since he does possess God’s love, he does not experience weariness as he follows the Lord his God. Rather,

following the prophet Jeremiah, he withstands every type of reproach and hardship without even harboring an evil

thought toward any man.

For Jeremiah warns us: Do not say: “We are the Lord’s temple.” Neither should you say: “Faith alone in our Lord

Jesus Christ can save me.” By itself faith accomplishes nothing. For even the devils believe and shudder. No, faith

must be joined to an active love of God which is expressed in good works. The charitable man is distinguished by

sincere and long-suffering service to his fellow man: it also means using things aright.

(From the chapters On Charity by Saint Maximus the Confessor, abbot)



Continued from page 2.

The call to treat others as we treat ourselves is an urgent and necessary invitation to all believers and non-

believers alike. Harkening to this call will make the world a peaceful and lovely place to be. It will make people

respect others and their feelings and help appreciate peoples' cultural backgrounds without prejudice. It will

eliminate unnecessary condemnation, an irrational and unjustified judgment that we heap on others. David's

treatment of Saul indicates how David would have liked to be treated by Saul, who severally tried to exterminate

him. His actions taught Saul that the love of neighbor should supersede jealousy and envy.

The golden rule is so important that men of immense reputation in different historical times added their voices to

show importance. A great Jewish Rabbi, Hillel, was asked by a man to teach him the whole law while he stood on

one leg. He answered, 'What is hateful to thee, do not to another. That is the whole law, and all else is the

explanation.' Philo, a great Jew of Alexandria, said, 'What you hate to suffer, do not do to anyone.' Socrates, the

Greek orator, said, 'What things make you angry when you suffer them at the hands of others, do not do to other

people.' As one of their basic rules, the Stoics had, 'What you do not wish to be done to yourself, do not you do to

any other.' When Confucius was asked, 'Is there one word which may serve as a rule of practice for all one's life?

He answered, "Is not reciprocity such a word? What you do not want to be done to yourself, do not do to others.'

Undoubtedly, most of us struggle to accept these instructions from Christ or brush them aside and continue with

our usual way of living which is eclipsed in selfishness and lack of Christian love. To those having an internal

battle, St. Augustine cautioned long ago that "If you believe what you like in the Gospels and reject what you

don't like, it is not the Gospel you believe but yourself."

So, if you want others to speak well of you and applaud you even in your ineffable disobedience and weird

thinking, then speak well and compliment others too. However, because of selfishness and lack of Christian love,

some people think that they are the only ones that deserve good words and applause. For some, their sin is a

mistake that needs to be forgiven and forgotten, but when others commit the same sin or even one of lesser

gravity, they must be disgraced, prosecuted, and imprisoned. Treat others as would apply to you; everyone

deserves good treatment. Therefore, let us desist from treating others inhumanly but be compassionate, kind, and

merciful. Let us beg for God's assistance to live the golden rule with his grace, borrowing from David's life.

Amen.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings,

Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

SYNOD AND SYNODALITY 

Synod Questions for February 27th Discernment Session

1. What in the church fills me with life?  How is the Holy Spirit working in my life to deepen my 

faith and inspire me to be a better disciple and witness of Christ’s love to others?

2. As a community of believers, what experiences of the Catholic Church have brought joys or 

revealed wounds?  And how can these experiences help us grow together in faith and offer the 

hope and healing of Christ to the greater community in which we live?

3. As a Catholic community, we are expressly enjoined to invite others into a life-giving 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  When we dream about how best to accomplish this, what steps 

is the Holy Spirit inviting the Church in western Oregon to take?



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


