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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR - ALWAYS REJOICE IN THE LORD (GAUDETE IN DOMINO).

God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!
Dear friends in Christ, on the Second Sunday of Advent, the liturgy of the word induced us to ponder, among ot
that John's voice heard in the desert before Christ's coming is still echoing loud and clear in our world today.
voice urges us to make adequate preparations to welcome the Lord by acknowledging and confessing our
reflection reiterated that nothing is worthy of impeding any practice, no matter how little, because God is super
therefore, it should garner our ultimate attention. In addition, the words of enlightenment deposited that we s
prayerful and at the same time prepare ourselves to do what God wants us to do so that justice and peace wo
God bestowed humankind with needed tools that will promote justice when appropriately used. Undoubtedly, th
peace when there is no justice (Justice is giving everyone what is due). Peace is unachievable without justice.

As the visible body of Christ, we assemble on the third Sunday of Advent, the middle of the season. The third S
Advent is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin word that means ('Rejoice'"), taken fro
letter to the Philippians 4:4-5, which is the first word of today's entrance antiphon. The entrance antiphon of this
says, ""Rejoice in the Lord always; again, | say, rejoice.” Generally, there are tons of reasons for rejoicing in th
Here, we have a general cause for being ecstatic in the Lord; we are halfway in the season of advent, also becaus
joyful expectation that the nativity of the Lord is near indeed. A new light will shine upon the earth; his coming will
the face of the earth. We are rejoicing because, with his coming, justice, peace, and joy will flourish and reach the
the world. On a personal level, there are numerous data to necessitate the euphoria. We must sit still and download
magnificent deeds in us as a son or daughter. We have the authority and permission to count our blessings authen
And such untold benefits trigger incessant happy moments in the appreciative soul. We should rejoice even when
disappointed in prayers/favors not answered. God is wisdom par excellence; he knows what is best for each
therefore, he inundates us with what is appropriate.

In the first reading, Prophet Isaiah speaks and gives significant reasons to rejoice; the Lord is near, coming with
positive things that will uplift the hearts of God's people. The prophet’'s words encouraged those who heard them be
they heard of the transformation of things: parched lands bloom, weakened hands and knees are strengthened, the
walk, and the mute sing. The people were encouraged to be strong and faithful because the Messiah was bringing cha
in their lives. "'Be strong, fear not! Here is your God; he comes with vindication; with divine recompense, he comes to
you. Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared, the lame leap like a stag and the tongu
the mute will sing™. (Isaiah 35:4-6) When God intervenes, the lives of his people are transformed. The prophet's v
sounded clear that the Lord came to save and rescue his people. Through lIsaiah's words, God tells those who
ransomed that they will return to safety and enter Zion singing with joy and gladness because sorrow and mourning
flee. ""A highway will be there, called the holy way; No one unclean may pass over it, nor fools go astray on it. No lion
be there, nor any beast of prey approach, nor be found. It is for those with a journey to make; on it, the redeemed
walk™. (35: 8-9). Because of these favors, those on cloud nine delightfully sing God's praise with joy.

The Psalmist re-echoes and reinforces what Prophet Isaiah said: The Lord comes, to save and rescue, to give sight t
blind, justice, life, and protection to his people. The mighty God comes to protect and care for the weak ones of the wi
the captives, the oppressed, the hungry, the blind, the widow, and all who need his protection and compassion. The
comes with glad tidings for the poor and those on the margins. The Lord's voice is heard daily across the face of the
asking us to do what he did: to take care of the weak ones in our midst, promote justice, and spread glad tidings arou
by being the good news/gospel others see and read. In this period of advent, we are called to let God's word echo, re
in our hearts, change our lives, and make us swim in gladness forever.

In the second reading, St. James calls us to be patient as the farmer always is when waiting for the early and late
Patience is a virtue and needs to be cultivated and nurtured by all. Patience helps us await the Lord's coming becaus
do not know the exact date and time. Being patient is what many people struggle with during life's pilgrimage.
hecessary to point out that we are most often so impatient, which leads to, not being patient with God, with ourselves,
others, and even with inanimate objects. It is evident that James noticed this struggle in the lives of the people wh
wrote this epistle that he firmly said: "You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the
at hand. Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about one another that you may not be judged.” (James 5: 10). St
crucial advice is directed to us too. So, let us pray for the virtue of patience, learn to be patient, and not complai
one another because the just judge is standing at the gates. Indeed, his coming is on the horizon. The virtue of
instills unimaginable joy in the life of the patient person. Continued on Page 7



This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events

Sunday, 12/11/2022
8:00am Mass: All Parishioners
10:30am Mass: +Leta Tlusty (Don & Loretta Payne)

Monday, 12/12/2022 Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +Tony Setera (Mary Lou Silvander)

Tuesday, 12/13/2022 Memorial of St. Lucy
6:30pm Mass: +Tim Smith (Michelle Harrington)
7:00-8:00pm: Reconciliation/Church
7:00pm: RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 12/14/2022 Memorial of St. John of
the Cross

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: +Les Van Dyke (Jan Alderman)

Thursday, 12/15/2022

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass: The Priesthood (Johanna La Chapelle)
7:00pm: Faith Sharing via Zoom

Euc;}stic
%
Adérition
Friday, 12/16/2022

7:40am: Morning Prayer/Church
8:00am Mass: +Louis Planton Family
(David & Rosalie Swanson)

8:30am-10:00pm:
Eucharistic Adoration

Saturday, 12/17/2022
4:00-5:15pm: Reconciliation/Church
5:30pm Mass: +Mary Jo Miller-Lombardi
(Don & Loretta Payne)

Sunday, 12/18/2022
8:00am: +Charles Duffy (Deb Glinski)
10:30am Mass: All Parishioners

Advent Vicariate Reconciliation Schedule
St. John the Apostle
Confessions: 3:00-4:30 on Saturdays; Sundays after 10:30
before 1:30 Mass
St. John the Baptist
Confessions: Thursdays 6-7:30pm; Saturdays more confessor:
time 2:30-3:30pm
St. Philip Benizi
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00-5:15; Tuesdays 7-8pm
Our Lady of Lavang
Confessions Dec. 10 Sat 10:30am-noon
Christ the King
Confessions: Sundays 7:50-8:20am; Mondays 7:50-8:20am; Tu
5:45pm; Thursdays 5:15-5:45pm; Saturdays 3:00-5:00p

Helping Hands work party. All are welcome to come and
Thursday, December 15t at 6:00-8:30pm - Empty the food p
disperse the food to all the family tables, and fill the kids stoc
Friday, December 16t at 6:30pm - We will be bagging all the f
assembling the fruit bags.

Saturday, December 17" from 9am-12noon - The families
picking up their food from the Hall, as well as we will be deliverin
to those families who don’t have transportation. Helpis needed
the vehicles, distribute perishable food from the kitchen, and
deliveries.

ﬁ Our condolences go out to dave Hubel and family

onthe loss of Dave's sister, Parlene , who passed into
God's loving arms. Our thoughts and prayers are with You a
your family at this most difficult time.

December 10 & 11: Time Talent & Treasure
December 11th: Helping Hands gift cards due
back.

December 15,16,17th: Helping Hands work party
December 17th & 18™: Second collection for the
Retirement fund for the religious.

Next week the second collection will be for the retiereme
fund for the religious.

Thousands of elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order pri
spent years working in ministries—such as Catholic schools
parishes, and hospitals—often for little or no pay. Today, ma
religious communities do not have enough savings to meet
retirement needs. Your donation helps provide medications
nursing care, and more. Please give generously.

Registered
Household
222

Actual Budget

Christmas Mass Schedule % (online$:4 ’5818,285) 26,471
December 24t Christmas Vigil Mass: 500pm
December 25 Christmas Day Mass: 9:00am Fiscal Year $103,684 5105,085
Next Weeks Assignments
Ushers Lector/Commentator Extraordinary Ministers

12/17~5:30pm: Larry Carnahan Nancy Carnahan Becky Wooten
12/18~8:00am: Jim Charriere John Buxman Kristine Bible
12/18~10:30am: Volunteer Needed Dan Sweeney Jerry Siler

December Church Cleaners: Thuc & Gail Alexander (503-740-8312)
December Altar Linens: Debbie Fassel (503-515-7567)

;(7) 12/18 9:00: Pat & Elaine
N 11:30:




O“r Parish December 11, 2022

Third Sunday of Advent (A)

c o M M u " l t v Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 / James 5:7-10 / Matthew 11:2-11

Strengthen hands that are
feeble, make firm knees that

are weak, say to the fearful of
heart: Be strong, do not fear!

ISAIAH 35:3-4
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Joy: A Sign of Go
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

nce, as | was teaching a theology course to college students in their twenties, | made an offhand comment

0 that the purpose of life is not to be happy. They were shocked. “What’s wrong with being happy?” they
protested. “Nothing,” | said, “it’s simply not the purpose of life.” “But God wants us to be happy,” they
insisted. Of course, God wants us to be happy, but that’s simply not what life is about.

Happiness is something that comes in the back door while we wait at the front door. If we go looking for happiness,
we never find it, but if we forget about ourselves and seek to bring joy into the lives of others, then happiness seems
to find us. It comes in the back doors of life. Curiously, that seems to be the dynamic of these Advent/Christmas days.
We send cards, give gifts, think of making others happy, and overlook faults. In the process, there is a sense of joy that
overtakes us without our realizing it.

The prophet Isaiah proclaimed that it is God who would crown them with everlasting joy; that they would meet
with joy and gladness and sorrow and mourning would flee away (Isaiah
35:10). Joy is God's doing, not ours. Reflect

Leon Bloy, a French novelist in the nineteenth century, observed, “Joy What brings you joy?
is the most infallible sign of the presence of God.” God is love, and God is
also joy. Joy is so much more than happiness. Rather it is an inner quality—
peaceful, serene, and nurturing—even when life may be unsettled. ®

Do something to bring joy
to someone this week.
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Dear Padre,

| struggle with depression, and sometimes it gets really bad
during the holidays. When is it morally acceptable to use
antidepressant medication?

You are not alone. People who struggle with depression often find the
holidays especially difficult. To answer your question, it is morally acceptable
to use antidepressant medications when a medical professional judges them
to be the best response to the condition of the patient. As we learn more
about the causes of depression and other disorders that challenge the sense
of equilibrium in people, we hope that the most reliable responses may be
found and employed to restore a sense of peace to those suffering from
these ailments.

Evaluation and treatment of depression must be done within the context of a person’s whole life. Depression often
involves a chemical imbalance in the brain, and some people respond quite well to antidepressants. For others, the
best treatment might be counseling or psychotherapy. Or both medicine and therapy. As each experience of suffering
is unique, so, too, must be the response.

Frequently people will be embarrassed to admit to suffering with depression or consider it a sign of weakness
or inability to deal with matters in life. Such thinking is of little help in resolving the issue. People who experience
depression need the love and support of family and friends to accompany them in the suffering and to assist in their
healing. ®

XDOLSHILINHS

From Life, Death, and Catholic Medical Choices: 50 Questions from the Pews, © 2011 Liguori Publications

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
December 12 December 13 December 14 December 15 December 16 December 17 December 18
Our Lady of St. Lucy, Virgin St. John of the Advent Weekday  Advent Weekday  Advent Weekday  Fourth Sunday
Guadalupe and Martyr Cross, Priest and  |s 54:1-10 Is 56:1-3a,6-8  Gn 49:2,8-10 of Advent

Zec 2:14-17 or  Zep 3:1-2,9-13  Doctor of the Lk 7:24-30 In 5:33-36 Mt 1:1-17 Is 7:10-14

Rv 11:19a; Mt 21:28-32 Church Rom 1:1-7
12:1-6a, 10ab Is 45:6¢-8, 18, Mt 1:18-24
Lk 1:26-38 or 21c-25

Lk 1:39-47 Lk 7:18b-23

A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS

Every yes to God gives rise to stories of salvation
for us and for others. Like Mary with her own yes.
In this Advent journey, God wishes to visit us and
awaits our yes. Let's think: Today, what yes must I
say to God?

ANGELUS, DECEMBER 8, 2016

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING
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[\.- L n Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in
lguo this work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used
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I A Redemptorist Ministry 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. To download our latest catalog, visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521



FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

The voice is John, the Word is Christ

John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who was in the beginning. John is the voice that lasts for a time;
beginning Christ is the Word who lives forever.

Take away the word, the meaning, and what is the voice? Where there is no understanding, there is
meaningless sound. The voice without the word strikes the ear but does not build up the heart.
However, let us observe what happens when we first seek to build up our hearts. When | think about what | a
to say, the word or message is already in my heart. When | want to speak to you, | look for a way to share wi
heart what is already in mine.
In my search for a way to let this message reach you, so that the word already in my heart may find place
yours, | use my voice to speak to you. The sound of my voice brings the meaning of the word to you and then
away. The word which the sound has brought to you is now in your heart, and yet it is still also in mine.
When the word has been conveyed to you, does not the sound seem to say: The word ought to grow, and |
diminish? The sound of the voice has made itself heard in the service of the word, and has gone away, as tho
were saying: My joy is complete. Let us hold on to the word; we must not lose the word conceived inwardly i
hearts.
Do you need proof that the voice passes away but the divine Word remains? Where is John’s baptism toda
served its purpose, and it went away. Now it is Christ’s baptism that we celebrate. It is in Christ that we all bel
we hope for salvation in him. This is the message the voice cried out.
Because it is hard to distinguish word from voice, even John himself was thought to be the Christ. The voice
thought to be the word. But the voice acknowledged what it was, anxious not to give offense to the word. | am
the Christ, he said, nor Elijah, nor the prophet. And the question came: Who are you, then? He replied: | am
voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord.
The voice of one crying in the wilderness is the voice of one breaking the silence. Prepare the way for the Lord,
says, as though he were saying: “I speak out in order to lead him into your hearts, but he does not choose to co
where | lead him unless you prepare the way for him.”
To prepare the way means to pray well; it means thinking humbly of oneself. We should take our lesson from Jo
the Baptist. He is thought to be the Christ; he declares he is not what they think. He does not take advantage of th
mistake to further his own glory.
If he had said, “I am the Christ,” you can imagine how readily he would have been believed, since they believed
was the Christ even before he spoke. But he did not say it; he acknowledged what he was. He pointed out clearl
who he was; he humbled himself.
He saw where his salvation lay. He understood that he was a lamp, and his fear was that it might be blown out by.
wind of pride.

(From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop)

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“Advent is nothing other than annual meditation on the work of salvation and sanctification. The work o
grace and love which the Lord began and continually begins in every man and in every generation down t
the last coming of Christ.” --- Saint John Paul 11.

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: ¢t
proclaim Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming t
kingdom of God, building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for t
world, helping one another to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encoura
to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of]
truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).



Know your Catechism

Mary's virginal motherhood in God's plan

By his virginal conception, Jesus, the New Adam, ushers in the new birth of children adopte
Holy Spirit through faith. "How can this be?" Participation in the divine life arises “not of bl
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God". The acceptance of this life is virgi
because it is entirely the Spirit's gift to man. The spousal character of the human vocation in r
to God is fulfilled perfectly in Mary's virginal motherhood. CCC 505

Mary is a virgin because her virginity is the sign of her faith "unadulterated by any doubt", an
her undivided gift of herself to God's will. It is her faith that enables her to become the mother
Savior: "Mary is more blessed because she embraces faith in Christ than because she conceive
flesh of Christ." CCC 506

At once virgin and mother, Mary is the symbol and the most perfect realization of the Church: *
Church indeed. . . by receiving the word of God in faith becomes herself a mother. By preachin
Baptism she brings forth sons, who are conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of God, to a new
immortal life. She herself is a virgin, who keeps in its entirety and purity the faith she pledged t
spouse.” CCC 507

Continued from page 2.

Today's Gospel, in a way, is divided into two parts. The first part shows that John the Baptist, serving tim
prison, was eager to know whether Jesus was the one he foretold of and not another false prophet claimin
be sent by God. He sent his disciples to Jesus with this question, **Are you the one who is to come, or sho
we look for another?' In response, Jesus used the images of Isaiah and sent them back to John to tell him t
"the blind regains their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hears, the dead are raised, a
the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. In summary, Jesus is the one who fulfills the messia
prophecies, whose works speak volumes, and they indicate that he is the Messiah. Jesus' answer might n
have been what John was expecting.

In the second part, Jesus spoke extensively and highly of John. He said that John the Baptist was mo
important than the prophets: ""Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet... Amen, | say to you, among tho
born of women, there has been none greater than John the Baptist."" John was a thundering and forcef
presence who preached repentance and forgiveness of sins. His preaching was so powerful that it drew crowd
from Jerusalem, Judea, and the Jordan district. The powerful witnessing of John's life moved the whol
region. John didn't preach about himself; instead, he preached the Messiah and pointed to Jesus Christ wit
his famous saying, ""Behold the lamb of God." Therefore, as we prepare internally and externally to welcome
the Messiah wholeheartedly, we need John the Baptist's faith, zeal, conviction, enthusiasm, repentance, and
asceticism to radiate the Gospel everywhere we go. And as we faithfully await the solemn feast of the Lord®
incarnation, may we be enabled to attain the joys of so great a salvation and delightfully celebrate Go
doings eternally. May we continue to make adequate preparations because the Lord’'s coming is on
horizon.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blossings,
Vour gservant in Christ,
Fe. Pagchal €zurife.



Featured Listing!

ater Larry & Nancy Carnahan
D et Principal Brokers | Licensed in Oregon
RADIO
Call or email us today with all of your

real estate needs:

(503) 804-6029

Nancy(@VenturesRealtyGroup.com

Fall Sharathon: October 10-74, 2022

PRAY FROM THE HEART

Oregon City - Immaculately

o 2 maintained ranch on large private lot.
Give now through the Hail Mary N\ . . =
\

Offered at $539.900!

Media app, at MaterDeiRadio.com, LARRY & NANCY

Serving the St. Philip Benizi R =

Community for over 30 years!

or call 1-888-823-5286

QREDLAN D=CONSTRUCTION.com
Local Contractor

Outbuildings
Home Remodels
Decks and more...

CCB# 225341
Local References

(503) 908-3267

Family Dentistry

- Excellonce n mrbj ckddkood edumiwv\
Daly Preschool

Marc E. Bianco, DMD

1133 SE 122nd Ave. ¢ Portland, OR 97233
(503) 252-1722 » www.biancodentistry.com |

YTZREDLAN D

FAMILY DENTAL

DR. RAINI SPITZE, D.D. S

18221'S. Redland Rd. 503-631-2353 .
Oregon City, OR 97045 www.rediandfamilydental.com Space Ava.l labl e
0 ' :
Advertise here! Clear Creek
Call 503-631-2882 Communications
YOUR LOCAL CHOICE
FOR QUALITY
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
SERVICES
Space Available

Advertise here! = a
Call 503-631-2882

(503) 631-2101

www.ccmtc.com
I 18233 S. Fischers MIll Road, Oregon Qity, OR 97045-9696

| cCouncil 2325

Knights of Columbus a/te’}"
Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, M
Oregon City

Catholic Men Serving Our Church
and Communities. For More

information about us, please 883 FM

contact: David Beaty (503) 632- o
3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 F@R M E D

or go to: kofc.org/joinus

RADIO

www.philipbenizi.formed.org



