
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
January 15, 2023

Second Sunday in Ordinary time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please 

call the parish office, 

503-631-2882. 

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance 

of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world.”  (John 1:29)

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882

FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Melissa Payne

503-631-2882

mbear@archdpdx.org

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR - BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHO CLEANSES OUR IMPURITIES.

God is good! All the time! All the time, God is good.

Dear friends in Christ, for the last three weeks, we have been seeing the identity and credentials of our Lord

Jesus Christ being made manifest. It begins with the unique and providential visit of the three magi from the

East that reveals Christ as King, Priest, and as the one that will live forever. On the feast of the Lord's baptism, a

voice from heaven said of him, 'this is my beloved son, with whom I am well pleased.' Christ is the one that is

loved by God and he who pleases God in everything. Reflecting on the Magi's visit to infant Jesus in the manger,

the word of encouragement inspired us to offer the Lamb of God, a gift which authentically shows who he is in

our lives. And a pure gift to present to him is the gift of ourselves, holy and undefiled because we are made in

God's image and likeness. Therefore, offering ourselves uncontaminated to him equals giving him all that we

have.

Today the second Sunday in ordinary time, St. John introduces and reveals another of Jesus’ identity as the

Lamb of God – who has come to take away the sins of his people. In the first reading from the prophecy of

Isaiah, the Father reveals that Jesus is his faithful servant in place of his servant Israel. The servant is called and

sent to go among the gentiles and offer them - God's welcome, grace, salvation, and justice. The servant has a

role in history, to live and to show the reign of God to all. Jesus Christ accepted the mission to spread the Good

News of salvation to all by obediently submitting to the Father's will.

Today's second reading is St. Paul's opening verse in his letter to the Corinthians. In the first three verses, St.

Paul greets and offers grace, peace, and thanksgiving to the community at Corinth and all followers of Christ.

Paul greets the Corinthians as God's beloved people and, in a way, reminds them that they are chosen by God to

be holy.

In the Gospel of today, John the Baptist sees Jesus coming towards him and proclaims, 'Behold, the Lamb of

God, who takes away the sins of the world.' This powerful and vital proclamation made by John the Baptist, is

another revelation of Christ's identity and mission; the pure Lamb sacrificed on the cross to save his people from

eternal damnation. John shows Jesus as the anointed Lamb for sacrifice for the sins of the world. Jesus' saving

mission for the world becomes conspicuous after John's announcement.

This proclamation not only portrays a significant aspect of the Lord's life and mission, but also helps settle a

very ancient question, 'where is the lamb for the sacrifice?' asked at the beginning of Genesis by Isaac to his

Father Abraham. John the Baptist provides the answer as he points to Christ and says, "Behold, the lamb of

God." As Blessed Fulton J. Sheen puts it, "God had at last provided a lamb…the Lamb would come in the form

of a man; for Prophet Isaiah had foretold: And God laid on his shoulders our guilt, the guilt of us all. A victim?

Yet he bows to the stroke; No word comes from him." (Isaiah 53:7)

Again, it is worth taking cognizance of what John the Baptist calls him. John did not call him the Lamb of Pilate,

nor the people's Lamb, or the Lamb of the Jews, neither did he call him the Lamb of any human owner; instead,

he said, Behold the Lamb of God. Yes, Jesus is the Lamb that willingly accepted death for his people. Reflecting

on this, Blessed Sheen said, "when the Lamb was finally sacrificed, it was not because he was a victim of those

who were stronger than himself, but rather because he was fulfilling his willing duty of love for sinners. It was

not a man who offered this sacrifice, although it was a man who slew the victim; it was God who gave himself."

Jesus alone is the worthy Lamb that was sacrificed "to receive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory and

blessing." (Rev. 5:12)

Also, in today's Gospel, John speaks of Jesus as the one who comes after him but ranks ahead because he existed

before him. John has intimate and deep spiritual knowledge, revealed by God, about who Jesus truly is. He

knows that Jesus was born after him in time but that he existed before him – an apparent reference to Jesus'

divinity. In the final part of the Gospel, John refers to the event we celebrated last week: the baptism of Jesus.

With complete conviction, he speaks from the heart as he recalls the voice of the Father and the anointing of the

Spirit: "Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God.“ Continued on page 7



Sunday, 1/15/2023 

8:00am Mass:  All Parishioners

10:30am Mass: +Glenn Siler (Jerry & Janeene Siler)

Monday, 1/16/2023

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +Henry Planton Family

(David & Rosalie Swanson)

Tuesday, 1/17/2023 Memorial of St. Anthony

6:30pm Mass:  +Fr. Michael Patrick (Sherrie Havens) 

7:00pm:  RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 1/18/2023

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass: +Dominic Curalli (Erin McClellan)

Thursday, 1/19/2023 

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +Maria Kozek

(Anna & Jacek Wiktorowicz)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 1/20/2023

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Julia Dale 

(Fred & Carolyn DeLange)

Saturday, 1/21/2023 Memorial of St. Agnes

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Lee Tauer (Becky Wooten)

Sunday, 1/22/2023

8:00am Mass: +The Herbst Family

(Alfred & Joyce Wetzel)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners 

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

222 

WEEK OF 1/8/2023

Actual Budget 

Donors

72
$6,912

(online: $2,271)

$6,611

Fiscal Year $134,367 $131,499

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator Extraordinary Minister        

1/21~5:30pm:  Paul Lowry                Tom Muldoon                    Jeanne Hubel    

1/22~8:00am:  Butch Searls              Kristine Bible                     John Buxman

1/22~10:30am:  Kevin Horace          Dan Sweeney                    Janeene Siler

January Church Cleaners: Karen Henry (971-409-0679)

January Altar Linens: Jeanne Hubel (503-544-5054)

Please join us on Saturday, February 4, 2023 at Our Lady of 
Peace Retreat House, 3600 SW 170th Avenue, Beaverton, 
Oregon, for Our Lady’s Luncheon Tea and Silent Auction, in 
honor of Our Lady of Sorrows. Silent Auction begins at 11 am 
followed by the Luncheon Tea from 12 pm until 2 pm.  $40 per 
person. This is a fundraiser for the heating and cooling units in 
the retreatant rooms. For more info or to reserve your seat, 
please call  503-649-7127 or olpretreat.org

1/22  9:00am:  Team ED

11:30am:  Loretta Payne

Jan.14&15: 2nd collection for the Communication 

Campaign 

Jan. 23rd: Life Screening will be performing 

cardiovascular screenings at St. James, 301 

Frances St. Molalla. For appt. call 1-800-640-6307

A big Thank You to, Jan Alderman, Claudia Evers, Janice Searls 
and Janeene Siler, (Altar Flower Committee), for making the 
Church beautiful for Christmas.  And thank you for the beautiful 
flower arrangements on the Altar every week.  Your talents are 
very much appreciated. 

Travel with Fr. Paschal Ezurike, on our

Pilgrimage to Ireland and England 

August 11-August 21, 2023  Cost: $4,999.00 Airfare and 

ALL-Included, except lunches and travel insurance.

To register, please contact (855) 842-8001 or 

(508) 340-9370. You can also register online at 

www.proximotravel.com.

Today we take up the collection for the Catholic 

Communication Campaign This campaign engages and 

builds Catholic communities in the United States and 

developing countries using the internet, television, radio 

and print media.  Half of the money collected remains 

here in the Diocese of Portland to fund local 

communications efforts.  Your support helps spread the 

gospel message!  To learn more, visit www.usccb.org/ccc.

Our condolences go out to the family and friends of    

Dorothy Adams who passed into God’s loving arms on 

January 7th at the age of 99. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with you at this difficult time.                

http://olpretreat.org/






FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

On the mystery of the Lord’s baptism in the Jordan.

The Gospel tells us that the Lord went to the Jordan River to be baptized and that he wished to consecrate

himself in the river by signs from heaven.

Reason demands that this feast of the Lord’s baptism, which I think could be called the feast of his

birthday, should follow soon after the Lord’s birthday, during the same season, even though many years

intervened between the two events.

At Christmas he was born a man; today he is reborn sacramentally. Then he was born from the Virgin;

today he is born in mystery. When he was born a man, his mother Mary held him close to her heart; when

he is born in mystery, God the Father embraces him with his voice when he says: This is my beloved Son

in whom I am well pleased: listen to him. The mother caresses the tender baby on her lap; the Father

serves his Son by his loving testimony. The mother holds the child for the Magi to adore; the Father

reveals that his Son is to be worshiped by all the nations.

That is why the Lord Jesus went to the river for baptism, that is why he wanted his holy body to be

washed with Jordan’s water.

Someone might ask, “Why would a holy man desire baptism?” Listen to the answer: Christ is baptized,

not to be made holy by the water, but to make the water holy, and by his cleansing to purify the waters

which he touched. For the consecration of Christ involves a more significant consecration of the water.

For when the Savior is washed all water for our baptism is made clean, purified at its source for the

dispensing of baptismal grace to the people of future ages. Christ is the first to be baptized, then, so that

Christians will follow after him with confidence.

I understand the mystery as this. The column of fire went before the sons of Israel through the Red Sea so

they could follow on their brave journey; the column went first through the waters to prepare a path for

those who followed. As the apostle Paul said, what was accomplished then was the mystery of baptism.

Clearly it was baptism in a certain sense when the cloud was covering the people and bringing them

through the water.

But Christ the Lord does all these things: in the column of fire, he went through the sea before the sons of

Israel; so now, in the column of his body, he goes through baptism before the Christian people. At the

time of the Exodus the column provided light for the people who followed; now it gives light to the heats

of believers. Then it made a firm pathway through the waters; now it strengthens the footsteps of faith in

the bath of baptism.

(St. Maximus of Turin)

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of

“wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).



Know your Catechism

Continued from Page 2

Dear friends, as we continue our daily pilgrimage to eternal life, the proclamation of John the Baptist to

behold Christ as our savior is still being heard loud and clear. This proclamation carries so much weight that it

is repeated daily at a significant moment during the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Immediately after the

Angus Dei in the Eucharistic celebration, the priest raises the broken consecrated host and proclaims, "Behold

the lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world; blessed are those called to the supper of the

Lord."

It is necessary to bear in mind that the Son of God came and died for our sins. The perfect and innocent Lamb

accepted to die on the cross for my sins so that I might live and gain eternal life. He accepted death to take

away the sins of the world, thereby bringing God's salvation to the world.

Therefore, to help our reflection and meditation this week, it is good to ask: How do I, as a child of God,

reciprocate the love from the Lamb of God who sacrificed his life for me? We should strive to live lives worthy

of our baptism, a life of holiness as Paul encouraged the Corinthians and all followers of Christ to do. Let us be

crusaders of the good news and reach out to our communities, offices, towns, and villages, bringing the

message of Christ with a commitment to everyone we encounter. Spreading the Gospel is the mission of every

disciple of Jesus Christ, the worthy Lamb of God that was sacrificed for our salvation. No need to

procrastinate; begin now to proclaim and showcase him as John did. Remember: God loves you and willingly

died for you; therefore, appreciate him.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ, Fr. Paschal Ezurike

II. THE MYSTERIES OF JESUS' INFANCY AND HIDDEN LIFE

The preparations

The coming of God's Son to earth is an event of such immensity that God willed to prepare for it over

centuries. He makes everything converge on Christ: all the rituals and sacrifices, figures and symbols of the

"First Covenant". He announces him through the mouths of the prophets who succeeded one another in

Israel. Moreover, he awakens in the hearts of the pagans a dim expectation of this coming. CCC 522

St. John the Baptist is the Lord's immediate precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare his way. "Prophet of the

Most High", John surpasses all the prophets, of whom he is the last. He inaugurates the Gospel, already from

his mother's womb welcomes the coming of Christ, and rejoices in being "the friend of the bridegroom",

whom he points out as "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world". Going before Jesus "in the

spirit and power of Elijah", John bears witness to Christ in his preaching, by his Baptism of conversion, and

through his martyrdom. CCC 523

When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the

Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviour's first coming, the faithful renew their ardent

desire for his second coming. By celebrating the precursor's birth and martyrdom, the Church unites herself

to his desire: "He must increase, but I must decrease." CCC 524

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“The Christian icon is not the Stars and Stripes; but a cross -flag. And its emblem is not a donkey, an 

elephant, or an eagle, but a slaughtered lamb.” – Shane Claiborne. 



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 
www.philipbenizi.formed.org

Space Available

Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882

Space Available

Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882
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