
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
December 4th , 2022

Second  Sunday of Advent 

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, 

please call the parish office, 

503-631-2882.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in 

advance of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882

FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Melissa Payne

503-631-2882

mbear@archdpdx.org

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

Peace 

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -
THE DESERT VOICE IS SQUEALING IN OUR MIDST TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND

CONFESS OUR SINS.

God is good! All the time! All the time, God is good.

Dear friends in Christ, last Sunday, being the first Sunday of Advent ushered in a new liturgical season. Advent

is the season of vigilant expectation in anticipation of the Lord's coming. The liturgical readings of the season of

expectation are replete with significant themes such as staying awake and alert and doing our utmost best while

waiting for the appointed time. Reflecting on the readings, last Sunday, we vigorously challenged ourselves to

adopt new strategies aligned with the new season, so as to be able to confront both the visible and invisible

challenges, as we make the faith's journey. We laid emphasis on renewal of our commitment to the things of God

while we avoid those things that would erode our precious gift of faith. Specifically, the reflection stressed the

admonition of St. Paul; to flee from darkness, orgies, drunkenness, lust, promiscuity, rivalry, and jealousy;

instead, to put on the armor of light and push hard to conduct ourselves in the way synonymous with followers of

Christ.

On this second Sunday of Advent, the message of Advent continues as we are called to prepare the way for the

coming Messiah. Prophet Isaiah continues to be in the driver's seat of Advent's first reading. It is necessary

because his prophecy contains the rise of a new Davidic king- 'a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse.' It

points to the birth and coming of the Messiah. In today's prophecy, Isaiah foretells that a shoot shall sprout from

the stump of Jesse (David's father), and a new shoot will spring from that stump. A true king filled with the spirit

of wisdom and understanding, counsel and strength, knowledge and fear, above all his delight shall be the fear of

the Lord. This new King, endowed with all the virtues of his ancestors, will be a just judge who will govern the

people with justice and restore peace. Isaiah paints the possibility of a reign of justice and faithfulness where the

spirit of wisdom and harmony will sprout forth and grow. Believers have found in this passage a deeper meaning

that has been revealed through the coming of Jesus Christ. The Messiah, the sign of God's fidelity to his people, is

the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy.

Therefore, a critical look at the prophecy of Isaiah and today's important message from John the Baptist in the

gospel challenges us to act. We are encouraged to prepare spiritually and physically to welcome the new King, the

Messiah, the prince of peace and, the giver of peace, whose justice shall be the band on his waist and faithfulness

a belt upon his hips. A lot is required of us to prepare for this unique King whose birth was foretold years before

his arrival. He is a King like no other; therefore, we should dedicate enormous time and energy to keeping our

spiritual and physical homes in place for the Messiah.

The Psalmist prays that justice shall flourish in the reign of the Son of God, and peace will reach its fullness

forever. He prays for the blessings upon the authority of the anointed King who will rescue and save all people,

especially the poor, the afflicted, and the lowly. He prays that all will have what they need, and justice shall

flourish for everyone. In this Advent season, we too can pray this Psalm, longing for a world that will bring about

God's reign, filled with the fruits of justice and peace. As we pray, we should also prepare ourselves to do what

God wants us to do so that justice and peace would reign. God endowed humankind with necessary tools that will

promote justice when appropriately used. And when there is justice, there is peace. Peace is unachievable without

justice.

In St. Paul's epistle to the Romans, he clarifies that there are no special rights to salvation, nor does it come with

being either Jew or Gentile; instead, the righteous are saved because Jesus Christ died and rose for all, Jew and

Gentiles alike. God's action in Christ has brought salvation. For Paul, followers of the Messiah are called and are

expected to show their response to his crucial call by the way they live their lives. He advises his listeners to think

harmoniously, praise God with one voice, and welcome others as Christ did. Despite the divisions amongst us,

believers must strive to act like Christ because God's outstanding act in Christ has shown them mercy, grace, and

salvation.

Continued on page 7,



Sunday, 12/4/2022

8:00am Mass:+Rita Duffy ( Josh & Mary Pattyn)

10:30am Mass: All Parishioners 

Monday, 12/5/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:+The Herbert Family

(Alfred & Joyce Wetzel)

Tuesday, 12/6/2022 St Nicholas

6:30pm Mass: +Lorraine Marie Geschwill

7:00pm:  RCIA/Hall (Pattyn Family)

Wednesday, 12/7/2022  St Ambrose 

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass: +Bill Celorie ( Lois Celorie)

Thursday, 12/08/2022 Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

8:00am Mass: +Ray Silvander 

(Mary Lou Silvander) 

7:00pm Mass  +Jeanne McIntee (Jeneene Siler)

10:00am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 12/09/2022 St Juan Diego 

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:+Geri Hurley (Toni Nova)

Saturday, 12/10/2022 Our Lady of Leretto

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:+Earl Miller 

(Don and Loretta Payne)

Sunday, 12/04/2022

8:00am Mass: All Parishioners 

10:30am Mass:+Leta Tlusty

( Don & Loretta Payne)

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

222 

WEEK OF 11/27/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

54
$4131

(online: $1105)

$6446

Fiscal Year $98,852 $99,147

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator Extrordinary Minister        
12/10~5:30pm:   Volunteer Needed                 Tom Muldoon Jeanne Huebel

12/11~8:00am:   Paul Lowry                             Danielle Dryden John Buxman 

12/11~10:30am:  Kevin Horace                        Nancy Carnahan      Marina Logue 

December Church Cleaners: Thuc & Gail Alexander (503-740-8312)

December Altar Linens: Debbie Fassel (503-515-7567)

12/11  9:00: John & Elaine Buxman   

11:30: Volunteer Needed   

Thank you for your donations! 
Your support is very much appreciated.

St Phillip Benizi Advent Retreat
“Holy Longing: The Intimate Nearness of God”

Saturday, December 10th 2022
8 AM Mass, retreat 9–3 PM.

Light breakfast and lunch served.
Opportunity for Reconciliation following.
Retreat Leader: Sister Loretta Schaff, OSF.

Free Will Offering
Register w SPB Office or Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

December 8th:  Immaculate of the Conception   

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

8 am and 7pm Mass 

December 10th &11th Time Talent and Treasure

December 10th:  Advent Retreat in the Parish      

Hall  with Sr. Loretta Schaff   

December  11th: Helping Hands gift cards due back. 

Advent Vicariate Reconciliation Schedule 

John the Apostle
Confessions: 3:00-4:30 on Saturdays; Sundays after 10:30 Mass and 
before 1:30 Mass
St. John the Baptist

Confessions: Thursdays 6-7:30pm; Saturdays more confessors at normal 
time 2:30-3:30pm
St. Philip Benizi

Confessions: Saturdays 4:00-5:15; Tuesdays 7-8pm
Our Lady of Lavang

Confessions Dec. 10 Sat 10:30am-noon
Christ the King

Confessions: Sundays 7:50-8:20am; Mondays 7:50-8:20am; Tuesdays 5-
5:45pm; Thursdays 5:15-5:45pm; Saturdays 3:00-5:00pm

Helping Hands Giving tree is up.  Please 

return to Parish by Dec 11th.. 

Work Party will be Dec 15th, all are welcome to help. 

mailto:hahannam@juno.com






FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement
St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to

proclaim Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the

kingdom of God, building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the

world, helping one another to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged

to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the

truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

The season of Advent

Beloved, now is the acceptable time spoken of by the Spirit, the day of salvation, peace and reconciliation: the 

great season of Advent. This is the time eagerly awaited by the patriarchs and prophets, the time that holy 

Simeon rejoiced at last to see. This is the season that the Church has always celebrated with special solemnity. 

We too should always observe it with faith and love, offering praise and thanksgiving to the Father for the mercy 

and love he has shown us in this mystery. In his infinite love for us, though we were sinners, he sent his only Son 

to free us from the tyranny of Satan, to summon us to heaven, to welcome us into its innermost recesses, to show 

us truth itself, to train us in right conduct, to plant within us the seeds of virtue, to enrich us with the treasures of 

his grace, and to make us children of God and heirs of eternal life.

Each year, as the Church recalls this mystery, she urges us to renew the memory of the great love God has shown 

us. This holy season teaches us that Christ’s coming was not only for the benefit of his contemporaries; his 

power has still to be communicated to us all. We shall share his power, if, through holy faith and the sacraments, 

we willingly accept the grace Christ earned for us, and live by that grace and in obedience to Christ.

The Church asks us to understand that Christ, who came once in the flesh, is prepared to come again. When we 

remove all obstacles to his presence he will come, at any hour and moment, to dwell spiritually in our hearts, 

bringing with him the riches of his grace.

In her concern for our salvation, our loving mother the Church uses this holy season to teach us through hymns, 

canticles and other forms of expression, of voice or ritual, used by the Holy Spirit. She shows us how grateful we 

should be for so great a blessing, and how to gain its benefit: our hearts should be as much prepared for the 

coming of Christ as if he were still to come into this world. The same lesson is given us for our imitation by the 

words and example of the holy men of the Old Testament.

(From a pastoral letter by Saint Charles Borromeo, bishop)

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

"Don't lose focus on the reason for this season. Nothing is superior to God; 

therefore, nothing has the power and permission to cripple our efforts to 

meet and be with the Son of God."  - Fr. Paschal Ezurike.



Know your Catechism

Continued from Page 2,

In the gospel, Matthew introduced and described the voice that cried in the desert, the voice that had a

simple but compelling message as Isaiah prophesied. That powerful and significant voice was John the

Baptist, who appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea, saying, "Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at

hand." John preached about the coming of a reign of justice and the need to reform one's life. With his

positive message, John called those who came to hear him preach in the desert and all of us to have a

change of behavior and direction. He is calling us to change our ways, to change our scale of values, to

change the direction of our lives that are contrary to God's way; these changes will necessitate and

challenge us, according to John, to produce good fruits. Indeed, this call to repentance is extended to all,

and no one should claim exemption because 'we have Abraham as our father.' To make adequate

preparations as John instructed us, we must humbly acknowledge our sins and confess them; do well to

turn away from vices that try to cripple our efforts in doing God's will. Also, we should endeavor to turn

away from people and situations that hinder our relationship with God. In this Advent season, the

Church reminds us that the voice of John is still crying loud and clear in the desert of our lives.

Therefore, we need to stop and listen, then do the necessary things to help improve our relationship with

him because 'love, the Lord, is on the way' coming very soon.

Finally, let us be vigilant as we prepare and anticipate the Lord's coming to celebrate his incarnation and

final coming with the right spirit. In today's opening prayer, the Mother Church prays, "Almighty and

merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son, but may

our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his company. Amen. Nothing is superior to God;

therefore, nothing has the power and permission to cripple our efforts to meet and be with the Son of

God. Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings

Your servant in Christ

Fr. Paschal Ezurike

Mary's virginal motherhood in God's plan

502 The eyes of faith can discover in the context of the whole of Revelation the mysterious reasons why God 

in his saving plan wanted his Son to be born of a virgin. These reasons touch both on the person of Christ 

and his redemptive mission, and on the welcome Mary gave that mission on behalf of all men.

503 Mary's virginity manifests God's absolute initiative in the Incarnation. Jesus has only God as Father. "He 

was never estranged from the Father because of the human nature which he assumed. . . He is naturally Son 

of the Father as to his divinity and naturally son of his mother as to his humanity, but properly Son of the 

Father in both natures."

504 Jesus is conceived by the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary's womb because he is the New Adam, who 

inaugurates the new creation: "The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 

heaven." From his conception, Christ's humanity is filled with the Holy Spirit, for God "gives him the Spirit 

without measure." From "his fullness" as the head of redeemed humanity "we have all received, grace upon 

grace."



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 
www.philipbenizi.formed.org

Space Available

Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882

Space Available

Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882


