
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
April 2, 2023

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

4/6 Holy Thursday – 7:00pm Mass, Adoration 8pm-12:00

4/7 Good Friday – Stations of the Cross:  3:00pm

Passion of the Lord:  7:00pm

4/8 Easter Vigil – 8:30pm Mass

4/9 Easter Sunday – Masses at 8:00am & 10:30am 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please 

call the parish office, 

503-631-2882. 

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance 

of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882

FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Melissa Payne

503-631-2882

mbear@archdpdx.org

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR - THE MEANING OF HOLY WEEK.

.
God is good! All the time! All the time, God is good.

Dear friends in Christ, today is Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday. The Roman Missal introducing today's significant

celebration, says, "Today we gather to herald with the whole Church the beginning of the celebration of our Lord's Paschal

Mystery, that is to say, of his Passion and Resurrection. For it was to accomplish this mystery that he entered his own city

of Jerusalem." Today marks the beginning of Holy Week.

During Holy Week, we enter into Christ's life, death, and resurrection. We are not only commemorating the importance of

the events of salvation, but also celebrating them in a sacramental way that makes us present to these sacred mysteries. In

other words, to commemorate these events, we should live them.

As mentioned earlier, Palm Sunday marks the beginning of the Holy week, the week before the solemn celebration of

Easter. This Sunday recalls the dramatic occasion when Jesus entered Jerusalem before he died. He came humbly riding on

a donkey. Yet, the people acclaimed him as the son of David and, therefore, heir to the kingdom. The Mass this Sunday is

the only one that has two gospel readings. We hear the story of Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem. The Church invites us to

take our palms and sing a resounding hymn in honor of Christ our King. But the story is not over. Later, we hear the story

of the passion of Jesus read from the gospel. The same people who welcomed Jesus condemned him less than a week after.

We reflect on our weaknesses and the fickleness of human nature. It is customary to place your blessed palm in some

prominent place at home to remind you of the story and its message.

On the last three days of the Holy Week, we enter the Easter Triduum which means "a three–day festival." It is a time set

aside for prayer and worship. The Easter Triduum is three days long, beginning on the evening of Holy Thursday and

ending with the vespers on Easter Sunday.

HOLY THURSDAY: It is the feast day of the priesthood and Eucharist. Gathering at the cathedral on Holy Thursday

morning (or any day before Holy Thursday), priests and people celebrate with their bishops the unique mass of Chrism.

The priests renew their commitment to priestly service, and the people are asked to pray for them. The bishop in this mass

blesses all three kinds of oils used in the Church: the oil of chrism used in the sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and

holy orders; the oil of catechumens used in baptism to anoint those preparing for baptism to encourage and strengthen

them; the oil of the sick used in the Sacrament of the sick.

The mass of the Lord's Supper: The triduum begins with the evening mass, which celebrates the institution of the Holy

Eucharist. After reading Jesus' command to serve others as he has served, the celebrant washes the feet of twelve people

representing the twelve apostles whose feet Jesus washed at the Last Supper. At the end of the mass, a procession takes the

Blessed Sacrament to the altar of repose. The altar is an extra altar for the Blessed Sacrament, usually decorated with

candles and flowers.

GOOD FRIDAY: The word good originated from the traditional goode meaning "holy." The central act of worship on this

day is the liturgy of the Lord's passion. We hear the story of the passion from John's gospel; we pray for the Church's and

the world's needs; the faithful venerate the cross. There is no mass, but the Church distributes holy Communion to those

prepared according to the minds of the Church. The service ends in silence. Good Friday is a day of abstinence and fasting.

During Good Friday liturgy, we kiss or touch a cross as a sign of reverence for this symbol of our salvation. Meanwhile,

before the Lord's passion liturgy, the cross station must have taken place at any time set aside by the parish but preferably

at three o'clock in the afternoon.

HOLY SATURDAY: During the day, the Church is silent, and the altars are bare. The tabernacles are empty; we wait

silently at the Lord's tomb for the Lord's resurrection. We prepare for the Easter sacraments through prayer, reflection,

and optional fasting. After sunset, the Church explodes in joy and celebration of Jesus' resurrection. "This is the night

Jesus rose from the dead!" proclaims the Church. And what a night it is! A holy and solemn night for the parish and

Church to come together. Having attended the Good Friday service, we come together again for the Easter vigil to

experience our faith's complete message: the assurance that the Only Begotten Son of God conquered sin and death.

Continued on page 7



Sunday, 4/02/2023 Palm Sunday of the 

Passion of the Lord 

8:00am Mass:  +David Lowry

(Paul Lowry & Claudia Evers)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Monday, 4/03/2023

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass: +Ed & Pauline Van Dyke 

(Jan Alderman)

Tuesday, 4/04/2023

6:30pm Mass:  +Claire Glenn (Pattyn Family)                                                      

7:00pm:  RCIA/Hall

Wednesday, 4/05/2023

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

8:00am Mass:  +Edwin Kohler (Veronica Kohler) 

Thursday, 4/06/2023 Holy Thursday

8:00am:  Morning Prayer/Church 

7:00pm Mass:  +Stella Hoefflin (Todd & Heather Zak)

8:00pm-Midnight:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 4/07/2023 Good Friday

8:00am:  Morning Prayer/Church

3:00pm:  Stations of the Cross

7:00pm:  The Passion of the Lord

Saturday, 4/08/2023 Holy Saturday

8:30pm Mass:  Kurt & Jan Radtke 

(62nd wedding anniversary)

Sunday, 4/09/2023 The Resurrection of the 

Lord

8:00am Mass: All Parishioners

10:30am Mass:  +Ralph & Marilyn Greeno

(Becky Wooten)

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

222 

WEEK OF 3/26/2023

Actual Budget 

Donors

58
$6,651

(online: $1,764)

$5,165

Fiscal Year $189,638 $185,871

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator Extraordinary

4/06~7:00pm:  Tom & Paul                   Jerry Siler                      Becky Wooten                     

4/07~7:00pm:  Tom & Butch             John Buxman                 Heather Hannam

Nancy Carnahan

4/08~8:30pm: Tom Muldoon            Nancy Carnahan                 Jeanne Hubel

Heather Hannam

Tom Muldoon

4/09~8:00am: Pat Keavney John Buxman                    Claudia Evers

4/09~10:30am: Kevin Horace            Dan Sweeney                    Becky Wooten

April Church Cleaners: Elaine Keavney (503-939-5620)

April Altar Linens:  Vicky McGaughey (503-730-3077)

April 2nd: Blood pressure readings 
taken after the 8am Mass
March 8th: Easter Egg Hunt.  Arrive at 9:45am

Lenten Confession Schedules

St. Philip Benizi: Tues. 7-8pm

Our Lady of LaVang: Mon.-Sat. 7:30am-finishd & 6-7:00pm

Christ the King: Sun. 7:45-8:45am, Tues. 5-5:45pm,  

Mass schedule for Holy Week

Holy Thursday:  7:00pm Mass.  12 people needed for washing of 

the feet.  Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex

Good Friday:  3:00pm Stations of the Cross.  

Passion of the Lord, 7:00pm

Divine Mercy Novena begins 

Easter Vigil, Holy Saturday:  8:30pm Mass

Easter Sunday:  8:00am & 10:30am Masses

The Youth Group (6th grade through 12th grade students) 
hosted Easter Egg Hunt will be on April 8th starting at 10am.
Please arrive by 9:45 for instructions and pre-hunt treats and
hot chocolate. Youth Group: Plan to be there at 8:30 to hide 
eggs. There will be prizes and lots of eggs to find in three age 
groups for children ages 0 through 5th grade.

Fasting and Abstinence Regulations - All Catholics 14 years of age 

and older must abstain from meat on Good Friday.  All Catholics 

between the ages of 18 and 59, are to fast on Good Friday.  

Our condolences go out to the family and friends of Dorothy   

Muller who passed into God’s loving arms on Monday, March 

27th. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult 

time. Funeral Mass will be Wednesday, April 12th at 11:00am.               

On April 16 The KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS will be sponsoring a free 

breakfast for our parish. This will be a fund raising event for Obria

Medical Clinics. All donations collected will go toward the purchase of a 

portable ultrasound machine. Come and enjoy breakfast with your 

fellow parishioners after both masses on Sunday, April 16th.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the king of Israel.

Let us go together to meet Christ on the Mount of Olives. Today he returns from Bethany and proceeds

of his own free will toward his holy and blessed passion, to consummate the mystery of our salvation. He

who came down from heaven to raise us from the depths of sin, to raise us with himself, we are told in

Scripture, above every sovereignty, authority and power, and every other name that can be named, now

comes of his own free will to make his journey to Jerusalem. He comes without pomp or ostentation. As

the psalmist says: He will not dispute or raise his voice to make it heard in the streets. He will be meek

and humble, and he will make his entry in simplicity.

Let us run to accompany him as he hastens toward his passion, and imitate those who met him then, not

by covering his path with garments, olive branches or palms, but by doing all we can to prostrate

ourselves before him by being humble and by trying to live as he would wish. Then we shall be able to

receive the Word at his coming, and God, whom no limits can contain, will be within us.

In his humility Christ entered the dark regions of our fallen world and he is glad that he became so

humble for our sake, glad that he came and lived among us and shared in our nature in order to raise us

up again to himself. And even though we are told that he has now ascended above the highest heavens—

the proof, surely, of his power and godhead—his love for man will never rest until he has raised our

earthbound nature from glory to glory, and made it one with his own in heaven.

So let us spread before his feet, not garments or soulless olive branches, which delight the eye for a few

hours and then wither, but ourselves, clothed in his grace, or rather, clothed completely in him. We who

have been baptized into Christ must ourselves be the garments that we spread before him. Now that the

crimson stains of our sins have been washed away in the saving waters of baptism and we have become

white as pure wool, let us present the conqueror of death, not with mere branches of palms but with the

real rewards of his victory. Let our souls take the place of the welcoming branches as we join today in the

children’s holy song: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the king of Israel.

(From a sermon by Saint Andrew of Crete, bishop)

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim Jesus Christ

who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God, building up the parish

community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another to become what God has called us

to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the

knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

“In these holy days, in our homes, let us stand before the Crucified One…Look at the crucifix, the 

fullest measure of God’s love for us, and  before the God who serves us to the point of giving his life, 

and let us ask for the grace to live in order to serve.” ---- Pope Francis

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK



Know your Catechism

Continued from Page 2

The vigil begins at the door of the Church, where a new fire is kindled. The Paschal candle is blessed, lighted, and held

high as it is carried into the Church. The voice of all ages of Christian history is heard proclaiming "The Light of

Christ." We all say, "Thanks be to God." Gradually the light dispels the darkness. From the Paschal candle, countless

other candles are lit until the light fills the whole Church. The joy of the Christian faith is in the air, and the first

'ALLELUIA' is sung since more than forty days Lent began. The liturgy of the word leads us to reflect on the beautiful

and stupendous things God has done and is still doing for us.

EASTER SUNDAY: Easter morning follows. New life and fresh hope have come in with the risen Christ. We celebrate

with a renewal of baptismal promises to reject sin and evil, to love God, and follow Jesus. But the celebration isn't over!

Easter marks the beginning of a fifty-day celebration period in the Church calendar. The joyful celebration continues till

Pentecost (fifty days) and beyond.

Therefore, it is pertinent for all the faithful to join and actively participate in the activities of the Holy Week. May God

bless you as you faithfully participate in this year's holiest week ceremonies. Amen.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings, Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike

A foretaste of the kingdom: the Transfiguration

From the day Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, the Master "began to show his

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things. . . and be killed, and on the third day be

raised." Peter scorns this prediction, nor do the others understand it any better than he. In this context the

mysterious episode of Jesus' Transfiguration takes place on a high mountain, before three witnesses chosen by

himself: Peter, James and John. Jesus' face and clothes become dazzling with light, and Moses and Elijah appear,

speaking "of his departure, which he was to accomplish at Jerusalem". A cloud covers him and a voice from

heaven says: "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" CCC 554

For a moment Jesus discloses his divine glory, confirming Peter's confession. He also reveals that he will have to

go by the way of the cross at Jerusalem in order to "enter into his glory". Moses and Elijah had seen God's glory

on the Mountain; the Law and the Prophets had announced the Messiah's sufferings. Christ's Passion is the will of

the Father: the Son acts as God's servant; The cloud indicates the presence of the Holy Spirit. "The whole Trinity

appeared: the Father in the voice; the Son in the man; the Spirit in the shining cloud."

You were transfigured on the mountain, and your disciples, as much as they were capable of it, beheld

your glory, O Christ our God, so that when they should see you crucified they would understand that your

Passion was voluntary, and proclaim to the world that you truly are the splendour of the Father. CCC 555

On the threshold of the public life: the baptism; on the threshold of the Passover: the Transfiguration. Jesus'

baptism proclaimed "the mystery of the first regeneration", namely, our Baptism; the Transfiguration "is the

sacrament of the second regeneration": our own Resurrection. From now on we share in the Lord's Resurrection

through the Spirit who acts in the sacraments of the Body of Christ. The Transfiguration gives us a foretaste of

Christ's glorious coming, when he "will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body." But it also recalls

that "it is through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God":

Peter did not yet understand this when he wanted to remain with Christ on the mountain. It has been

reserved for you, Peter, but for after death. For now, Jesus says: "Go down to toil on earth, to serve on

earth, to be scorned and crucified on earth. Life goes down to be killed; Bread goes down to suffer hunger;

the Way goes down to be exhausted on his journey; the Spring goes down to suffer thirst; and you refuse to

suffer?" CCC 556



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 

www.philipbenizi.formed.org

Space Available

Advertise here!  

Call 503-631-2882
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