
ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
February 27, 2022

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30pm Mass

Sunday - 8:00am & 10:30am Mass

Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri - 8am Mass 

Tuesday - 6:30pm Mass 

Ash Wednesday:  3/2/22, Mass at 8:00am & 7:00pm

Stations of the Cross: 7pm every Friday during Lent 

RECONCILIATION:

Saturdays – 4:00-5:00pm or by Appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:

Thursdays – 8:30am-10pm (ends with Benediction) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 

If you or someone you know is homebound, wants to 

receive Communion or the Sacrament of Anointing, please 

call the parish office.  

Baptisms:   Call the Parish Office. 

Funerals:    Call the Parish Office. 

Weddings:  Call Fr. Paschal at least 6 months in advance 

of the planned date. 

St. Philip Benizi Website: www.philipbenizi.com

PARISH INFORMATION

18211 S Henrici RD

Oregon City OR 97045

PHONE: 503-631-2882
FAX: 503-631-7443

EMAIL: 

stphilipbenizi_redland@archdpdx.org 

Pastor: Fr. Paschal Ezurike 

Email: pezurike@archdpdx.org

Parish Staff 

Business Manager: Mary Pattyn      

503-631-2882

mpattyn@archdpdx.org

Secretary: Sherrie Havens 

503-631-2882

shavens@archdpdx.org

RE Director: Job open.  Call the office to 

apply.

Music Director: Debbie Schaffer         

(C) 503-887-7701

Youth Minister: Katy Schnoor

(C) 503-314-8907

Pastoral Council President:

Matt Anderson 

Administrative Council Chair:

Dan Sweeney

Adoration: Janet Tankersley              

(C) 503-545-2229

Minister Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Servers: Don Payne 

(H) 503-632-4370

Prayer Requests: Peggy St Andre 

503-631-3531

Email Prayer Chain: Heather Hannam 

hahannam@juno.com

“…Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then 

you will see clearly to remove the splinter in your                        

brother’s eye.” –Luke 6:42

mailto:hahannam@juno.com


God is good, all the time! All the time, God is good!

Dear friends in Christ, last week's liturgy of the word genuinely challenged us with the golden rule's

presentation. The golden rule mandates that we treat others as we would like to be treated. To manifest

Christian love and be empathetic when dealing with others. David lived and practicalized the golden rule in

the last week's first reading. He had an ample opportunity to kill Saul, who attempted severally to murder

him, but David chose to love and pardon him. Jesus Christ, in the gospel passage, painstakingly enumerated

to all his followers the things that are necessary for the journey and the things that are not only unnecessary

but should be avoided. He admonished us to focus on loving, forgiveness, and other positive elements that

make for peaceful coexistence between sons and daughters of God. He cautioned us not to invest our

precious time in judging and condemning others but to strive to be merciful just as our creator is. Besides

this, he mandated us to be charitable because the measure with which we give to others will, in return, be

measured out to us. In summarizing the words of encouragement, we urged all to be like David: not to seek

revenge on or harm our enemy but to learn to love and pardon those who wrong us. It is essential because

we need forgiveness from others as we walk the life path. Therefore, we should treat others as we would like

them to treat us.

We assemble this last Sunday of February in thanksgiving to God for his visible and invisible blessings and

humbly present with the challenges that foster a hindrance in our journey to righteousness. The readings

summon us always to set things right, live honestly and uprightly, especially on this last Sunday before this

year's Lenten journey. One of the wisdom books, Sirach, proposes how to measure a person's character,

which narrows down to how the person talks. Listening carefully and with rapt attention before judging is

proof of wisdom; how we speak reveals our interior life. The passage has one goal in mind: to challenge us

to sit down and reflect on how we talk because what we say is evidence of our interior lives, consciences,

intentions, attitudes, and affections. It challenges and assists us in thinking before we talk and not vice

versa. As people summoned to a life of integrity, there is an intense need to sieve our thoughts before

opening our mouths because what comes from our mouths scores us negatively or positively. Our speech

reveals where we took our roots from.

In the psalmist's view, giving God thanks in our speeches is priceless. He lauds those that thank the Lord,

those who sing the praise of God most high and proclaim his kindness and faithfulness in the morning and

night. Those who do so shall flourish like the palm tree and grow like the Cedar of Lebanon; they shall

always bear fruit because, in their speeches, they declare how just the Lord is and sing of his praises;

instead of words that pollute and hurt. In the second reading, Paul lifts us by encouraging us to depend on

the Lord and persevere till the end. We should do what the Lord requires because our labor will not be in

vain.

Luke begins the gospel narrative with a parable from the adept teacher: Jesus Christ. The story is directed

to each of us, advising us to be conscious of our actions since it's our call to live a life of integrity. Jesus

warns those who are in a position to guide others, to take care to correct themselves, lest they be laughed at.

The parable requires us to examine ourselves before having the gut to judge, condemn and tell others what

to do. An unexamined life, Socrates opined, is not worth living. Jesus, therefore, in this parable, reminds us

that the floodlight must be on us to help us put ourselves in order before directing others. He asked, "Can a

blind person guide a blind person? Also, "Why do you notice the splinter in your brother's eye but do not

perceive the wooden beam in your own? These questions indicate that we are hypocrites if we fail to work

on ourselves but focus on others. Citing Jesus' words, "You hypocrite! Remove the wooden beam from your

eye first; then you will see clearly to remove the splinter in your brother's eye." It emphasizes the famous

saying that charity begins at home. Continued on Page 7

A SUMMON TO A LIFE OF INTEGRITYMESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR -



Sunday, 2/27/2022 

8:00am Mass:  The Disciples of Jesus & Mary              

(Johanna LaChapelle)

10:30am Mass:  All Parishioners

Monday, 2/28/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Carol Yetter (Jerry & Janeene Siler)

Tuesday, 3/01/2022 

6:30pm Mass:  +Cheryl Schwartz (Becky Wooten)

7:00pm:  RICA/Hall

Wednesday, 3/02/2022 Ash Wednesday

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Joe Planton Family

(David & Rosalie Swanson)

7:00pm Mass:  +Lula Wetzel (Alfred & Joyce Wetzel)

Thursday, 3/03/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Robert Cramer (Lois Celorie)

7:00pm:  Faith Sharing via Zoom

8:30am-10:00pm:

Eucharistic Adoration 

Friday, 3/04/2022

7:40am:  Morning Prayer/Church

8:00am Mass:  +Robert Posedel (Patti Gosser)

7:00pm:  Stations of the Cross

Saturday, 3/05/2022

4:00-5:00pm:  Reconciliation/Church

5:30pm Mass:  +Charles Moose (Becky Wooten) 

Sunday, 3/06/2022

8:00am Mass:  All Parishioners

10:30am Mass:  +Bud George (Ero George) 

Next Weeks Assignments   

Registered 

Household 

218 

WEEK OF 2/20/2022

Actual Budget 

Donors

67
$4,744   

(online: $1,995)

$4,654

Fiscal Year $162,557 $160,937

Finance Corner  

This week at SPB and Upcoming Parish/Archdiocesan Events  

Ushers Lector/Commentator 
3/2-8:00am:  Tom Muldoon                                                   John Buxman

3/2-7:00pm:  Kevin Horace Jerry Siler

3/5~5:30pm: Volunteer                                                        Tom Muldoon

3/6~8:00am:   Dave Beaty                                                    Darby Bender

3/6~10:30am:  Larry Carnahan                                            Dan Sweeney                                   

March Church Cleaners:  Janet Tankersly (503-545-2229) 

March Altar Linens:  Michelle Harrington (971-409-5664)

3/6 9:00: 

11:30:  

Fasting and Abstinence Regulations - All Catholics 14 years of age and 

older must abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent, Ash Wednesday 

and Good Friday. All Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59, are to 

fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  

To fast means to eat one full meal; the other two meals that day should be 

less than the normal amount unless they are already at a minimum for 

good health.  Eating between meals is not permitted; however, liquids 

including coffee, milk and fruit juices are allowed. 

Our Mardi Gras Party was a blast!  

A big thank you to Thuc Alexander and Mary Ann 

Mitchael for organizing, decorating, providing prizes and 

pizza.  A big thank you to Jim Lombardi for the Jambalaya, 

brownies, and King Cake.  It was all delicious.  And a great 

big thank you to Daniel and Alex Czyzewicz for the music, 

games, dances and so much fun.  Our best DJ ever!  And 

thank you all for coming!

February 27th: Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal 

Discernment Session/Church & Hall 5:00-7:30pm

March 2nd: Ash Wednesday Masses 8am & 7pm

March 4th: Stations of the Cross/Church 7pm

March 6th: BP 9am & Grief Support 11:30

Our condolences go out to Margaret and  
Blanka Golec on the loss of their mother and 

grandmother, Janina Skuza, who passed into God’s 
loving arms 1/21/22. Funeral Mass will be at 2:00pm 
on Monday, February 28th. 

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal

This weekend is Commitment Weekend for the 2022 

Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.  Our parish goal is $19,764.32. If 

you have not already done so please complete your pledge card, 

indicating your gift or pledge to our Catholic Church in Western 

Oregon.  It is important for all of us to participate in order to 

support our universal church here in western Oregon. Thank you 

for your generosity. Archbishop Sample will be at Christ the King 

Parish on Tuesday, March 1st at 6:45pm for “Tuesday Talk”.

The collection on Ash Wednesday supports the Church in Central 

and Eastern Europe.  Your donation helps retore the Church and 

build the future in more than 25 countries still struggling to 

recover from former communist rule.  Funds from this collection 

support reconstruction, education, formation, and poverty 

outreach.  Please be generous to the collection. You can also drop 

your donation into the offertory basket next Sunday.







FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH/ SAINT/ POPE.

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK

“Start by doing what is necessary; then do what is possible: and suddenly you are doing the 

impossible.” St. Francis of Assisi. 

St. Philip Benizi Mission Statement

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church being part of the universal church shares in its mission: to proclaim

Jesus Christ who came to the world to fulfill His father’s will; by proclaiming the kingdom of God,

building up the parish community as a witness to God’s love and care for the world, helping one another

to become what God has called us to be. We are therefore encouraged to work toward God’s purpose

of “wanting all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Tim 2:4).

Our heart longs for God

We have been promised that we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. By these words, the tongue has done

its best; now we must apply the meditation of the heart. Although they are the words of Saint John, what are they in

comparison with the divine reality? And how can we, so greatly inferior to John in merit, add anything of our own?

Yet we have received, as John has told us, an anointing by the Holy One which teaches us inwardly more than our

tongue can speak. Let us turn to this source of knowledge, and because at present you cannot see, make it your

business to desire the divine vision.

The entire life of a good Christian is in fact an exercise of holy desire. You do not yet see what you long for, but the

very act of desiring prepares you, so that when he comes you may see and be utterly satisfied.

Suppose you are going to fill some holder or container, and you know you will be given a large amount. Then you

set about stretching your sack or wineskin or whatever it is. Why? Because you know the quantity you will have to

put in it and your eyes tell you there is not enough room. By stretching it, therefore, you increase the capacity of the

sack, and this is how God deals with us. Simply by making us wait he increases our desire, which in turn enlarges

the capacity of our soul, making it able to receive what is to be given to us.

So, my brethren, let us continue to desire, for we shall be filled. Take note of Saint Paul stretching as it were his

ability to receive what is to come: Not that I have already obtained this, he said, or am made perfect. Brethren, I do

not consider that I have already obtained it. We might ask him, “If you have not yet obtained it, what are you doing

in this life? This one thing I do, answers Paul, forgetting what lies behind, and stretching forward to what lies ahead,

I press on toward the prize to which I am called in the life above. Not only did Paul say he stretched forward, but he

also declared that he pressed on toward a chosen goal. He realized in fact that he was still short of receiving what no

eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived.

Such is our Christian life. By desiring heaven, we exercise the powers of our soul. Now this exercise will be

effective only to the extent that we free ourselves from desires leading to infatuation with this world. Let me return

to the example I have already used, of filling an empty container. God means to fill each of you with what is good;

so cast out what is bad! If he wishes to fill you with honey and you are full of sour wine, where is the honey to go?

The vessel must be emptied of its contents and then be cleansed. Yes, it must be cleansed even if you have to work

hard and scour it. It must be made fit for the new thing, whatever it may be.

We may go on speaking figuratively of honey, gold or wine—but whatever we say we cannot express the reality we 

are to receive. The name of that reality is God. But who will claim that in that one syllable we utter the full expanse 

of our heart’s desire? Therefore, whatever we say is necessarily less than the full truth. We must extend ourselves 

toward the measure of Christ so that when he comes, he may fill us with his presence. Then we shall be like him, for 

we shall see him as he is.

(From the Tractates on the first letter of John by Saint Augustine, bishop)



Continued from page 2.

Indeed, Jesus' emphasis shows that it is easier for us to look outward rather than inward. To point one

accusing finger to the so-called offender, forgetting that the other four fingers are pointing at us

simultaneously. It is easier to make the faults of others become breaking news and appear as tabloids'

headlines, while our unutterable decisions and mistakes go under the carpets. The shortcomings we see,

criticize, and denounce in others are often those for which we are culpable. And hiding under the pretext

of righteousness and in our limited wisdom, we package and sell our faults as best products. In their

misguided minds, most people come to confession confessing the sins of others. To those playing in this

pharisaic league, that is not what confession is; instead, it is confessing one's sins. It is asking God for

forgiveness for the beam in one's life than talking about the splinter in one's neighbor's life. Therefore,

let us take time to examine ourselves and confess our sins.

Brethren, it is time to sit down and plan a new strategy that would help us improve ourselves and

produce good fruit because, from the beginning, the creator empowered us to yield favorable fruits. We

must embrace the life of integrity as sons and daughters of God, living the Christian virtues even when

no one is watching and censoring us. Let us learn to follow the steps of the Messiah: to be empathetic

when correcting and talking about others. "No disciple is superior to the teacher," he informs us in the

gospel passage. In him, we have an excellent guide who instructs sinners with confidence, mercy,

understanding, and compassion. His approach draws sinners to him instead of repelling them. The

superb teacher taught with his life and encouraged us to emulate his shining and impressive examples,

hence, "No disciple is superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple will be like his

teacher." The words and actions of the splendid teacher are comforting and therapeutic to his listeners;

his speeches manifested wisdom par excellence that made people wonder at his teachings. Despite his

perfection, he speaks of and with mercy, loves us in our uncleanliness, offering us ample chances to come

clean; and, never condemned; instead, he urges us not to judge and condemn. Let us follow him with

determination so as to fashion our words and actions in his manner, to enable us to be people of integrity.

We pray for God's grace and assistance to sincerely emulate Christ's impressive examples and the

courage to do the needed homework in our lives to see our blind spots and confront them. Amen.

Remember, the closer we are to God, the better for us.

Blessings,

Your servant in Christ,

Fr. Paschal Ezurike.

SYNOD AND SYNODALITY 

Synod Questions for February 27th Discernment Session

1. What in the church fills me with life?  How is the Holy Spirit working in my life to deepen my 

faith and inspire me to be a better disciple and witness of Christ’s love to others?

2. As a community of believers, what experiences of the Catholic Church have brought joys or 

revealed wounds?  And how can these experiences help us grow together in faith and offer the 

hope and healing of Christ to the greater community in which we live?

3. As a Catholic community, we are expressly enjoined to invite others into a life-giving 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  When we dream about how best to accomplish this, what steps 

is the Holy Spirit inviting the Church in western Oregon to take?



88.3 FM 

Council 2325

Knights of Columbus

Dr. John McLoughlin Council 2325, 

Oregon City 

Catholic Men Serving Our Church 

and Communities.  For More 

information about us, please 

contact:  David Beaty (503) 632-

3941 or Joel Bender (503) 310-3367 

or go to: kofc.org/joinus 


